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GREAT-BRITAIN. 
| CONSIDERED: 
SHEWING © 


That the ſureſt Way A. a Nation to in- 


creaſe in Riches, is A prevent the Importa- 


tion of ſuch Foreign Commodities as may be | 


rais'd at Home. 


That this Kingdom is able of cat within 


itſelf, and its Colonies, Materials for employing all 


or Poor in thoſe Manufactures, which we now 
N * from ſuch of our N n ue. refuſe the 


ion of ours. 


Some Account ot the Cases 2 Count 
trade with takes from us, and what we enen 
with Obiervations on the * : 
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H E printing the OOO ing.Diſ- 
. courſe was not with a Deſign to 
_ publiſh it, much leſs to prefu me to pre- 
{ent it to the King, but to put a few of 
them into the Hands of ſome of the 
Miniſters of State, and other great Men, 
to ſhew the Wounds our Trade and 
Manufacturies have received; and 
thoſe Remedies which may very ſoon 
and eaſily be obtained; that they might 
repreſent them to our Legiſlators, who 
have it in their Power to make us a 
rich and flouriſhing People. 
After I had Senn a few of them, 
I underſtood by ſome greatPerſons, that 
a Diſcourſe upon Trade would be very 
acceptable tothe King, who was pleaſed 
with every Opportunity of demonſtra- 
ting his Care and Aﬀection for his Peo- 
ple; and that it would alſo be ace - 
table to the Queen and Prince. 
It was much to my Satisfaction that 1 
had touch d upon a Subject fo agreeable 
to their Sentiments; I thought it there- 
fore my Duty to preſent eV Toole! to 
their Royal Hands. 
It ſoon gat Abroad that I bad writ a 
-" = nu 


Piſcourle up uf tho Trade d N Nan 
on of Great-Britain, and was Mforhed 
if L did not Fenz e be nge 5”; 
would fall into ſuch Hands who might 
Print it and alter my Senſe and Inteniti- 
on. And as it was the Sentiments of 
thoſe Perſons who had read it, that 
publiſhing it would give Gentlemen 
an Op ity to ſee how Foreign Na- 
tions grow rieh by the Employment we 
þ give theirPoor, while many of our own 
ute, and in a miſerable Con- 
Aude; Ickerefere eonſented to neh 


7 


lication. S = 1 $- 
I muſt 27 che Borerty af Ne- 


ceſſity 3 in which I have ſeen the Poor th 
ſeveral - Parts of the Kingdom has 
touch d me very ſenſibly, and I have 
ſpent a great deal of my Time from the 
Service of my Family to find out Me. 
thods for promoting ſo publick a Bleſ- 
ſing as turning the Employment we give 
the Poor of foreign Nations to our own. 

I this ſmall al Terſongänec of mine 
"can any way contribute thereto, it will 
be a great Satisfaction chat I have done 


ay 36875 * 


: G ee. 


late Reigns having deſired that I 
would groe my Thoughts on Naval 
Stores, and divers other SubjeftS in 
Trade, I rote my Sentiments thereupon, 
ſome of which are contained in the follow= 
ing Traft. It is not therefore to be eu- 
peffed, that a Diſcourſe wrote upon fo many 
Occaſions, and at diſtant Temes, will "bear 
reading like one regularly purſued, but wil} 
be interſperſed with Repetitions, if they are 
not taken in different Views according to the 


Subject treated on; and as theſe Repetitions 
are chieſty upon ach weighty Matters as . 


Materials for employing our # i 10 


Le hoped it di, not be deemed 4 Fault 
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3 The iP R E F A CE. ; | 
that they arg -Jo often mentioned; becauſe 
they. Poult of 4 . Reader's Notite in = 
Place, another may gain bis Attention. 
Bath Subjeft is put into @ diflint Gbapter, 
that the Reader may turn to ſuch as he plea- 
ſes; and thoſe who do not care to read them 
_ thorough, may turn to the Concluſion, where 
they will ſind ſome Mention made of the chief 
Heads of what is more particularly treat- 
ed in the reſpeffrve Chapters; and alſo the 
Arret of the French King of the 27th of 
January 1726, by which: they will ſee the 
Car that Nation takes to improve their 
Commerce And it was upon the Sight 9 
that Arret, which was publiſhed in 1 


Daily Courant, that ſome Merchants, and 
other Gentlemen, perſuaded me to print ſome 
| _ which I had formerly written on the 


Subject of Trade, to try whether this Ex- 
Je of the French might not excite ſome 
publick Spirits to enter into the Conſideration 
of the many Advantages which might accrue 
to this Nation, by a prudent Regulation of 
our Trade, and of our Foreign Settlements, 
and to repreſent aud recommend the ſame 
to the Care and Protection of the Government, 

' As I have had Occafion to diſcourſe of 
many Subjects in Trade, and more particu- 
lary to entarge on that of our Plantations, 
and the great Profit this Nation might draw 
from them, theſe Papers have ſeell'd r 
; yon 
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pond my Eæpecfation. If therefore tlie Rea- 
V fouls: think I may have been prolix, or 
ſhould not perhaps agree in the ſame Sete 
"ments with me, I hope, however,. that be 
di put the mo favourable Conſtruction 
pon my good Intentions, and be aſſured that 
1 had no other. Dein but bis Information, 
und the Publick Good, in which I dere to 
be a Sharer wth him; and if be can add 
any Thing towards carrying on ſo neceſſary 7 
0 "Wark, * hope. he will have the Goodneſs to 
communicate his Thoughts with the Jame 
Freedom. have done mine. 

The Profits our Plantations. 22ay vield. ts; 
by raifing Hemp, Flax, Silk, Iron, Pot»afh, 
&c. may not perbaps. be ſet in /o clear a 
Light as they would bear, nor the Methods 
laid down how to proceed regulariy. thereon, 
but that may ſoon be done, if due find great 

Men will engage angel. in the "ares and 
make proper Enquiries. / 

The Has and Portugueſe have 10 0- 

ther Source of their Riches but their Chlo- 

nies, their Wines and Fruits with which 

they ſupply England, &. excepted ; and tho 

they — the Manufattures of all Nations 

in Europe to tranſport thither (having none 

of their own) wwe ſee what a mighty Trea- 

fure is brought into thoſe Kingdoms, and 

how rich ps. ower ful they are — there- 

by. If they draw 1 ic hes from their © 
Mines, "= drone 1 diſpoſed of, A 


r 
: | 2 
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=; Boundleſs JYenlth. might © he Adele into 
this Kingilom, by ſupplying our Plantationy 
"with every Thing they want, amm all ma. 
 nufatiured within our ſelves; but moro ee 
pecially 1 Encouragement was” giuen 10 
Joh! Multitudes of People who" are uneaſy 
under their preſent Circumſtances\in theſe. 
vera Parts of Europe, and would be\glad 
40 be under the Free 2 VOOR be 6 Graft 
Britain. We 
Numbers of People bebe N Ardys ew 
gfteemed the "Riches of a State, her as our 
Colonies of Carolina, Virginia, c. are the 
moſt defirable of any in Amerioa fur Lati- 
e Air, Soil, and navigable Rivers, ani 
tye fo commodiouſly ' for correſponding with 
Europe, they will undoubtedly draw vaſt 
Numbers of People to ſettle there, which 
would not only preſerve to us the Mines 
contained in the Appelachean Hills, but al- 
7 ſecure the Frontiers of Carolina 
- the Incroachments of the Spaniards from St. 
"Auguſtine, as well as thoſe w rhe French 
0 _ the River Canada, 
© . Several Paragraphs have been inſerted in 
0 the public News Papers, fhewing the Ab- 
"plication of: ſome Foreign Princes fon promo- 
"ting the Manufactures and rade of their fe- 
fective Dominions ; and it avould no leſs be. 
Tome ns to be as dill igent in enquiring into 
ach Matters. But Concerns of this Nature 
* firſt be gfpouſed- ” great Men: who have 
% Power 
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The PREFACE. 
Power and Influence to put others on the 
Work ; and the Nation is greatly obliged-to - 
4 noble Lord, æubo, notwithftanding the hig, 
Station which he has ſo long and ſo wart. 
ly filled; is ready to lend his Time and A. 


tention to ſuch Gentlemen who have any- I 
Thing lo communicate for promoting auf if 


1 . 


Me are indeed very happy in the Conſtitu. 
on , our Legifature, who have made many = 
excellent Laus for ſecuring our Liberties and bl | 
Properties, but wwe fear our Parliaments have | 
ſometimes been "miſled when Matters rela- 
ting to Trade have been brought under their. 1 
Confideration; for as the tauo Houſes conſiſt of _— 


Trade, Manufafures and Colonies. . wm 


ſo great a Number of Noblemen and Gen- lt 
tlemen, whaſe Education has been quite diffe- {| 


vent from the Study of ſuch Improvements as .4f 

might be made by Manufatiures and Com- 1 
merce, it is not to be expected that they ſbould 

form a right Fudgment therein without 
having Matters relating to Trade explain- 

ed unto them, I was therefore willing ta © 
contribute my beſt Endeavoenrs to ſet thoſe 
Things in as clear a Light as I was capable, 
that the Members of both Houſes-might plain- 
ly ſee, the improving and encouraging our 
Manufattures, Cammerce and Plantations, is 
improving and enlarging their own Eſtates ; 

and as Commerce fluuriſbes, Lands riſe in La- 
ſue; and as the Inhabitants of Towns and 

Cilies increaſe, conſequently the rn 

8 N 0 
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. Mons, which is the Support 
| 505 Waere; 3 and doubtleſs as Gent, 
come to ſee, that in the turning the Wheel 
Commerce they muſi haue i heir Share 
the Profits, they will ſoon find how neceſſa 
y it vill be for promoting their own In. 
fereſt to put their Hands to ſo goo a Mork. 
Indeed hitherto it muſt. be confeſſed moſt off 
gur Improvements both at Home and: Abroad, 
babe been projected and ſet on Foot by pri. 
vate Perſons, with very little Encourages 
ment from the Publick, except in Qucen 
Elzabeth's Time; whereas our Neighbours 
have had the . of great Men and 
Miniſters of State to 4 We them, not only in 
improving their infant Undertakings, but in 
allt ing them with Money to carry them on, 
evhich has enabled them to out-do us in many 
Things to the great Prejudice of our Com. 
merce, and the Advancement of their own. 

It is wonderful, that ſo many. fine Eng- 
lib Gentlemen, wvho have travelled over 
France, Italy, Ss. capable of Eng a large 
Account of the Rarities of thoſe Countries, 
and of their Diverſions, are yet Strangers to 
the Trade of thoſe Parts, and the Advan- 
tages they might have collected thence for 
the Good of their Country, I muſs confeſs 
very little has been writ to put them upon 
Those Enquiries; and it will be much to 
: my * if any 7 * I have been 


_ able 
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| able 10 Mer in the following Treatiſe may 
have Weight enough to incite them to jo 


| laudable and profitable an Inſpection, that ſo 
; their great Expence and Travels rd oe be 
thrown away upon the Gaities of thoſe Na+ 
tions, but that they may alſo inform them- 
ſelves of their political Maxims and Rules, 
by which their great Men have raiſed them. 
ſelves, and made their Names honourable tg 
ſucceeding Generations for ſome valuable 
Improvements they have gaind to their 
22 3 1 © gn TR 
I know it has been a received Notion by 
many Perſons, that it has been below the 
Character of a Gentleman to become a" Mer- 
chant or Trader; but this Notion never ob- 
tain'd with Wiſe Men The late Lewis XIV. 
vas ſo apprehenſive that it might injure the 
Trade and Merchandize of his Kingdom, that 
to cure his Fantaſiicks of that Diftemper, 
and that it ſhould not derogate from the Ho- 
nur of any Nobleman or Gentleman in his 
Kingdom ta tranſact in thoſe Aﬀairs, he 
eue particular Marks of Favour to ſuch 
as diſtinguiſbed their Genius for Trade and 
Merchandize, and the ſame has been done in 
Piedmont, and other Principalities in Italy, 
% that even Counts or Earls have become 
Fabricators in the Silk Manufacture. | 
It has indeed been a common Notion with 
ſome, that Trade can never thrive under an 
abjolute monarchical Government; and tho 
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it muſt. le admitted; that the. greates. Part 
of the Trade of the. World. was 'eftablifhed 
and carried on to a great Height. in free 
Cities before it began in Monarchies, ſas ape 
fee" that the free: Cities of Phænicia enjoy. 
ed it long before. the Iſraelites came out of 
Egypt, and were grown ſo rich and. power 
feb. by their Trade an Navigation, that 
Joſhua could not conquer. Tyre, Sidon, and 
feveral other Cities, yet Wwe. muſt not from 
' thence conclude, that it will never become 
considerable any where but in Republicks 
for penetrating wiſe Princes came to ſee in- 
to the fruitful Womb of Trade, and in thoſe 
ancient Times; Solomon in particular, made 
a very great. Progreſs therein, tho it is 
plain he did not underſtand much of the prac 
tical Part thereof himſelf, and therefore he 
entered into a ſtridt Amity and Correſpon- 
dence with the Tyrians to gain the Art of 
Trade and Navigation from them Aud as 
he comprehended every Thing, tis no Mon- 
der that he got into the Secrets of Merchan- 
diæe, and that by his Fleet, and his Land 
} Trafpck by Caravans, he heap'd up ſuch im- 
mnenſe Riches which he gain'd by the Indian 
Trade. Alexander the Great had alſo the 
Advantage of Trade in View, to which 
End, after the Deſtruction of Tyre, he built 
the famous City of Alexandria in Egypt, by 
which Canal the Goods of India vere con 
veyed into the Mediterranean, and * of 
| . 


Europe 10 India, From whence his Sees 
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in Egypt dremu a prodigious — 
is ſaid Prolomy Eulates received Sun 
Millions and an 25 from thente year n. 
In the Beginning of the Empire of Rome, 
their great Treaſure ſprang from their Con. 
queſts, and the\vaſt riches and. Tributes they 
drew from ſeveral Parts of their i * 
But oben they got Poſſe fon of ESYRD ge 
began to think of a more fure and peaceable 
Way, which cs by all Manner of Arts 


and Care to augment their -Trade, wherein 


they ſucceeded fo wvell,, that the great Trade 
carried on betaueen the Indian and Meditere 
ranean Seas,” brought them in 1 more 
than, any o, the. Egyptian See ver 
cerved before them. 0 

But æuben the Goths and Nanda OY 
turned the Roman Empire, that Commerce 
thry the Red-Sea, by Alexandria, ceaſed, and 
was afterward carried on by Way of. Tre- 
bezon, Damaſcus and Aleppo, which' in- 
creaſed the Trade of the free Cities or States 
Venice, \Genoa, Piſa, &. and thaſe Gobds 
were not only wended in all the Countries 
bordering upon the Mediterranean, hut vere 
ſent to England, Germany and the Nether- 
lands, and all over the Baltick, which gave 
Encouragement to the Ti; 22 of Bruges, 


where the Chmmodities of the North, as 


Corn, Naval Stores, &c. ere lodg'd in the 
Summer, and where theſe Ships took in the 
Com- 
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Commodities from the Levant: Buck again 70 | 
the Hans-Towns, and thoſe Ships: that cane 
from' the Levant, tranſported the Northern 
Greek, om Bruges into the Maditerrancah, 
This Traffck rendered thoſe Citizens im- 
mmenſely rich, and made them grow: abvue 
heir Bafneſs, and thercupon this Trade wwas 
removed to Antwerp, which: grew ſo 4 
and eee that foe became the Miſtreſs 

Europe in Trade, and continued it till 
the Dale D' Alva's Time, after which the 
Perſecution begun by him, drove away the 
People, ſome to Amſterdam, and other Ci. 
ties of the United A Which. laid the 
Foundation q, that fourifoing and power- 
Furl Republic; others fed to England, and 
eftablijped the Woollen Ama "and 
ou recerved by Quten Elizabeth; with the 

Encouragement, and we bave felt the 
Bengt of their ſettling among us ever finbe. 
I mention. this to fhew Trade. wilt not 
remain long in any Place where it meets 

doit h Coldneſs and Indiferency, bat thoje Go» 

' wvernments which embrace it with the greas 
eft Cheerfulneſs, and give it the maſs E. 
couragement, ſball have it. 5 

In the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and by 
fo of Henry the Fourth of France, there feem- 
ed to be a furprizing Spirit for improving 
Trade, Manufaffures and Navigation in 
En gland and F n whether n Emulation 
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or a benevolent Inclination. in thoſe Princes 
to promote the Welfare and Profperity of 


their Subjets, I foall not determine. The 


Queen encouraged the difireſſed Walloons and 
other Artiſts to ſettle here, and endowed 


them with many Privileges, and enabled 


them to mate a. very great Progreſs in car- 
rying on the Woollen and other Manufactures. 
She alſo ſettled a Trade with the Grand Sig- 
nior, and with the Czar of Muſcovy, oper'd 
a Trade to India, and begun foreign Planta- 
tions wherein fhe had a Miniſiry no leſs ſolli- 


_ citous than herſelf to carry them on. 


Henry the Fourth of France did indeed M on- 
ders for that Kingdom, by ſettling the Silk, 
Linnen, and other Manufaftures, all which 
have been happily improv'd by the Care of the 
memorable Monſ. Colbert, who under the late 
Lewis XIV. has not only eſtabliſbed every 
thing that remained imperfet?, but alſo gain- 
ed by Art and Management, not only Fiſhe- 
ries and Plantations, but a Proſpect of every 
other Improvement ; by which Means that 
Prince was able to maintain a Wl ar againſt 
the moſt powerful Confederacy that ever has 
been form'd in theſe latter Times, to ſurround 
his Kingdom and Frontiers with the ſtrong- 
e Fortreſſes iu the World, to maintain an 
Army of above Three hundred thouſand Men 
during tæuo long Wars, and to diſpute the 
Dominion of the Seas againſt the united Pow- 
rs both of England and Holland; an Ex- 

C | pence 
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pence ſuppoſed to be three times as large as 
ever that Kingdom was capable of ſuſtain- 
D 
The Example of Lewis the Fourteenth fo 
far opened the Eyes of the Princes of Eu- 
rope, that moſt of them have put the ſame 
Methods in Practice, and the Emperor of 
Germany, Czar of Muſcovy, and ſeveral d. 
ther Princes, ſee the Way to make themſelves 
more conſiderable, is to eſtabliſh Manufaftures 
chere their reſpetiwe Dominions produce 
Materials for carrying them on. And we 
fee that thoſe Manufactures and Trade have 
enabled them to raiſe greater Revenues from 
their Subjefis. Upon this Baſis is founded 
the Power and Strength of thoſe Empires that 
| begin to make ſo great a Figure in Europe: 
How much the Engliſh Commerce, by the 
Conſumption of the Manufaftures of thoſe 
Countries, has contributed thereto, is worth 
enquiring into. *Tis certain, Princes who 
make ſearch after able Men to regulate and 
improve their Trade, will carry it away 
from thoſe that diſregard or negleqt it. We 
| fee that ingenious and penetrating Prince, 
the Duke of Savoy, tho he has /o ſmall a 
Territory, and as it wwere but that one valu- 
able Commodity of Sik produced in it, has, 
by encouraging bis Subjects in the Cultiva- 
tion thereof, ſo much increas'd and improvd 
His Revenues, that tis ſaid he is now able 
to maintain an Army of Thirty T, * 

5 en 
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Men better, and with more Eaſe to his Sub- 
jets, than he could heretofore maintain Ten 
Thouſand. e I 
But wwe have ſeen one Inſtance in our Time, 
ſurpaſing what was ever attempted before by 
any Prince for the Improvement of his Coun=- 
try and his People in the Perſon of the late 
Czar of Muſcovy, a great and abſolute 
Prince, who" left his own Kingdoms and 
Grandeur, and travelled incognito like a pri- 
vate Gentleman thro' a good part of Europe, 
to pry into the Arts and Induſtry practiſed 
by the more civilix d Nations, for the gan- 
ing of Riches and Power, and condeſcended 
/o far as to turn Mechaniek, and work him- 
ſelf with bis owon Hands, at ſeveral Trades, 
eſpecially that of Ship-building, hat he might 
make himſelf Maſter of the Myſtery and Skill 
requifite in fuch Works, and be able 3 
ly to carry the ſame home to his own Country; 
to which End alſo he ſpared no Coft to engage 
the beſt Artizans of every kind to ſettle in 
his Dominions, whither he alſo tranſported 
the Arts and Sciences, and every thing need- 
ful to ſet up profitable ares, and cul- 
troate his own unpoliſb'd People, and ſet them 
upon gaining Riches by Trade, which he had 
found to be the vo Source of Wealth and 
Power in England, Holland, and their neigh- 
bouring Nations, and we ſee how great a. 
Progreſs he made therein iti @ ſhort Time, and 


that 
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that he has left a Miniſtry no leſs ſedulos 
to carry on his noble Depgns. 
As Materials are thefirſt Princip 8 


Foundation of Mani factures; and as the Silt 


and Linnen are eſteemed as profitable as the 
Woollen ; I am thoroughly perſwaded the 
Methods herein Propoſed will render the rai. 


Ing theſe Materials both practicable and ca. 
in our own Dominioms; and ſo very cheap, 


that it gives us a fair Profpet of.. es 
any Nation of Europe in carrying them on; 


eohich, with proper Care to regulate fach 
Undertakings, will unite all His Majeſty's 
Dominions into one Intereſt, by ſettling ſuch 
4 Circulation of Cogrmerce among them, that 


one Part ſball be dependant on the ather, and 
every Part neceſſary to ſupport the whole, 


and more to the Advantage of every Parti- 


cular, and all get more by ſuch a Circulation 
of T1 ade, than they could have done. by any 
Contrivance of their own, even though: they 


| had been able to carry thro” the _ Bu- 
fineſs within themſelves; and thoſe who 


have a Mind ta ſee what I have pro- 


poſed upon this Head, may turn to the 27th, 


28th, 29th, and zoth Chapters, where they 


III fd what I have written in ſeveral Let- 
ters upon this Occaſion, as well. as ſome 
Hints thereof in other Parts of this Trea- 


tiſe. 
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Trade and Navigation 
r 's of 


GREAT- BRITAIN 


CONSIDER'D: 
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CHAP. I. 


7. he State of the Trade of the Nation much 


the ſame from the Time of William he 
Conqueror to the Acceſſjon of Queen Eli- 
zabeth. Fi Her Time Plantations diſco= 
ver; ſome Settlements begun; Trade 

ened to Turkey, Muſcovy, Sc. Manus 
# Fures improved and encouraged 9 King - 
William. 


the ſame State, reſpecting Trade and 
Navigation; from the Time of William 
the Conqueror to the Acceſſion of Queen 


EZ | HE Engliſb Nation Spin much in 


| Elizabeth to the Crown of Eng land, which then 


conſiſted chiefly in tran 
ſome Di Ir ron, a 


ranporring Tin, "Lead, Wooll; 
other Productions ſut- 


ficient to patio: what foreign Commodities 
they wante 


Kin 


ING Edward the Third was the firſt Prince 
from the Conqueſt to his Time, that we find, 
took any Notice of Trade; for in the Parliament 
held at Weftminfter in 1338, the Tranſportation- 
of Wooll out of the Kingdom was prohibited; 
and for the- Encouragement of foreign Cloth- 


workers and other Manufacturers to come and 
ſettle here, a great many Privileges were granted, 
and an Allowance from the King till they were fix- 
ed in a competent way of living; and ĩt was enac- 


ted, that no Subject ſhould wear any foreign Cloth 
for the future. From his Reign to the Acceſſon 


of Queen Elizabeth, we do not find any one 
Prince, during that Space of 'Time, had much 
Regard for Trade, except what was done by 
Henry the Seventh, which looks rather like Poli- 
cy of State for cruthing Perkin Warbeck; for 
tho' he removed the Mart from Antwerp to Ca- 
luis, yet two Years after the Prohibition was ta- 
ken off, and the Trade was again opened to Am- 
«erp, as formerly. About Ten Years aftcr 
a Law was made, prohibiting the Importation 
of Manufactures of Silk wrought by itſelf, or mix- 


ed with any other Thread. This (ſays the Lord 


Bacon) © points at a true Principle, vis. Where 
foreign Matcrials are but Superfluities, foreign 
Manufactures ſhould be prohibited; for that 
will either baniſh - the Superfluity, or gain the 
Manufacturc'. In Queen Eligabeth's Time, ma- 

ny and great Ad vantages were added to Trade. 
In the Year 1579, a Turkey Company was eſta- 
bliſhed. The tame Year Sir Francis Drake re- 


turned to Frgland, after three Years Voyage 


round the World, and many wonderful Adven- 
tures and Diſcoveries. He arrived at Plymonth, 
bringing with him a vaſt Quantity of Gold and 
Silver taken from the Spayiards, In her Row 

of all 
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alſo a Treaty was ſettled with the Duke of Mu fm 


covy for a Trade to Archangel, in which ſeveral 
Advantages were granted to the Engliſh Nation. 

Sis Walter Rawleigh, and others alſo in her 
Reign, diſcovered the Plantations; and tho? the 
firſt Planters met with almoſt inſuperable Difficul- 
tics, and were often forced to quit what they 
had already ſettled ; yet the Greatneſs of their 
Souls ſurmounted all Difficultics, and tho” often 
baſfled in their Attempts, they renewed them a- 
gain with indefatigable Zeal and Induſtry, till at 
laſt Tobacco and Sugar came to be planted, a 
great many Ships built, and in a ſhort Time not 
only ſupplied ourſelves with Sugar and Tobacco 
from America, but with very large Quantities to 


ſend abroad, and ſupplied the Baltick, Ggrmany, 


Holland, Flanders, and France, with thoſe Com- 
modities, which brought in very great Riches to 
us, and by Dgrees beat the Portugueſe out of the 
Trade of thoſe Parts of Europe. Sy 

We do not find that her Succeſſor King Fames 
the Firſt concerned himſelf much in Trade ; yet 
in Imitation of Henry the Fourth of France, (who 
was wonderful aſſiduous in promoting all Sorts of 
Manufactures, and among the reſt, that of plan- 
ting Mulberry-Trees, and , raiſing Silk,) made 
ſome Effays towards ſuch a Deſign here, and he 
and his Courtiers ſcem'd to be very fond of the 
Undertaking, and Letters were writ to Virginia 
to promote that Manufacture. Some ſmall Pro- 
greſs was made there, and Letters paſſed between 
the Planters and Gentlemen here ; but as ſoon as 
they thought they had engaged the Planters to 
begin upon it, inſtead of promoting it heartily, 
and ſending ſome able and skilful Perſons to di- 
rect the Undertaking; they threw all upon avs 


Planters, and that noble Deſign came to nothing; 


A2 whereas 


- 


Þ 3s (G64) n 
whereas thit in France ſucceeded, to the unmenſt 


Profit of that Kingdom. 5 


Kix Charles the Firſt had too many things 
upon his Hands to concern himſelf with Trade; 


as he was unacquainted therewith, he was eaſily 
impoſed on; the Conſequences of which make us 


labour under many Inconveniencies at this Var ; 


one of which was, his giving Leave ta the French 
to fiſh upon the Banks of Newfoundland, to 


ſupply an Engliſh Convent in Fr ance in Time of 


Lonk „„ 
_ _CROMWELL and the Rump had ſome ex- 
cellent Notions of Trade; they ſettled the Act 
of Navigation, beat the Dutch, forced them to a 
Treaty, in which they were to deliver up the 
Tiland of Pellarone, and to pay large Sums - the 
Violences exerciſed upon the Engliſb at Amboyna. 


But upon the Reſtoration of King Charles the Se- 


cond, the Dutch thought themſelves ſecure e- 


-nough, and ſince have never made any Satisfaction. 


They took Famaica with vaſt Expence, which 
has been repajd ſince with Intereſt. The Fa- 
vour granted by King Charles the Firſt to the 
French, to fiſh upon the Banks of Newfoundland, 
by Length of Tune, and afterwards by the eaſy 
'Temper of King Charles the Second, gave them 
an Opportunity of claming a Right to that Part 
they had ſeized. It is ſaid King Fames the Se- 
cond ſhewed great Uneaſineſs upon that Occaſion, 
but nothing was done that we have heard of, in 
order to obtain Satisfaction. The ſhort Time he 
rcigned, and his other Views for cſtabliſhing the 
Popiſh Religion, did not give him Time to do 
any thing for Trade. „ 

Upon King William's coming to the Crown, 
early Application was made to him for ſeveral 


enn Trade, and - for cliablillvos i» 


great 


| 1 5 
reat many uſeful Manufacturies among us, which 
Pad been hope under by France and others under- 
ſelling the Manufactures made at Home. He 
was very ready to hear all Propoſals made upon 
that Account, and gave his utmoſt Countenance 
to all ſuch Undertakings; but by the Fondneſs 
of the Nation to French Commodities, ſo much 
countenanced by King Charles and King James, 
it was a very hard Matter to bring them into 
Love with thoſe made at Home. However, up- 
on breaking out of the War with France, and 
prohibiting French Commodities, Encouragement 
was given for erecting ſeveral of thoſe Manufac- 
tures here, as the Luſtring, Almode, and other 
Silk Manufactures for Hcods and Scarves, which 
the King's Royal Conſort the excellent Queen 
Mary, took no ſmall. Pains to eſtabliſn; for 
which Article alone it is allowed France 
drew from us above Four Hundred "Thouſand 
Pounds yearly. At the ſame Time the Manu- 
facture of Glaſs was eſtabliſhed, which before we 
uſed to have from France, and alſo that of Hats 
and Paper. The Manufacture of Linnen was ſettled 
in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, particularly in- 
Somerſetſhire and Dorſetſhire, where they made 
extraordinary good Linnen in Imitation of France, 
and which ſo increaſed, that in a few Years it was 
computed, in a Diſtrict of about Ten Miles ſquare, - 
they made to the Value of One Hundred Thou- 
ſand Pounds yearly. But upon the Peace with 
France, there were ſo many 7 — run into the 
Weſt, that it put that Manufacture under great 
Diſcouragement. In his Time alſo the Manufac- 
tures of Copper and Braſs were ſet on Foot, 
which are brought to great Perfection, and 
now in a great Meaſure ſupply the Nation with 
Coppers, Kettles, and all Sorts of Copper and 
8 - - ̃ _ 
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Brad Ware. The making of Sail-cloth was: bes 

and carried on to great Perfection; alſo 
end- Ae Seiſſars, and a great many Toys 
made of Steel; Which formerly we uſed w have 
from France; in the manufacturin of which, it 
is ſuicl we how. excel: all other Nations. The 
ſetting up of Salt-Works, and improving of Salt- 
Springs and Rock -Salt hath proved very beneficial 

here, and faves a yery great Treaſure yearly, 
wich we heretofore paid to France for Salt, and 
4 great many other Things which I forbear to 
enumerate. 

Queen Ay neis Miniſtry upon the Treaty of 
Urreeht, too readily: granted the French Liberty 
to fiſh upon the very beft Fiſheries on the North 
Coaſt of Newfoundland, and there to build Sta- 
ges to dry them. They alſo granted them Cape- 
Breton, which is ſaid to be the very beſt Spot in 
all thoſe Seas for Fiſhing. Thus we {ee the French 

by their great Penetration and Knowledge in the 

Kais of Commerce, have gained from us a Trea- 
ſure equal to a Mine of Gold. 

Tue Nation in Queen Elizabeth's Time being 
in its Infancy in Trade, ſet out with great Fru- 
gality, and ſaved Money and grew rich apace, 
and our Merchants ſpread themſelves over all 
Europe, 7 Turkey and America, as well as India, and 
introduced our Manufactures and Products where- 
ever they went. Their Riches encreaſing by this 
Traffick, they not only had Money enough to carry 
on their Trade, but ſupplied Foreign Princes, lent 
Money upon Bottomree, and upon Commodities 
in all Countries. The Remittances from whence 
ſwelled the Ballance of Trade fo much in our Fa- 
your, that tho' in King Charles the Second's 
Time, the Folly of that Reign encouraged the 
wearing the Manufactures of F rance to that De- 


bree, 


(7) <5 
gree, that it is commonly allowed we paid them a 
A of Trade we drove with them, of at leaſt 
Twelve or Thirteen Hundred Thouſand Tana 
yearly ; notwithſtanding which, the Profits of our 
Commerce, and Money abroad employed in Trade, 
was 10 very conſiderable, that Silver and Gold 
were plentier in Eugland, both in his and King 
ames's Reigns, than any other neighbouring 
Kingdom, which occaſioned Quantities to be 
coined here. „ „nr with anti 

Bur upon the War with France, ſome Gentle 
men rather adviſed to borrow Money at Intereſt; 
than raiſe neceflary Supplieswithin the Compals of 
the Year, to carry on that juſt and neceſſary War, 
which had that evil Confequence, that not only 
our Merchants who had Money at Intereſt, A- 
broad, but even Foreigners brought in their Mo- 
ney to put in our Loans. At laſt this brought a 
heavy Load upon the Nation ; and inſtead of 
living in a parcimonious and frugal Manner, thoſe 
Perſons that had placed their Money in the 
Funds, and could judge of their Expences 
fell into a more luxurious Way of living, 
which very much increaſed the C tion of 
Foreign Commodities. And whereas formerly 
great Quantities of Bullion were brought into this 
Nation by the Balance of our Trade, and coined 
into Money, the Tables were turned, and as faſt 
as we imported any Bullion from any Part of the 
World, it was immediately ſent away again to pay 
our Debts. When Silver was coined here, it com- 
monly was under Standard, and the Goldſmiths 
did not give above 55. 14.4 or * for Pieces of 
Fight, becauſe they would have ſome Profit up- 
on coining. The Caſe is ſo much altered now, 
that Silver has been above Standard, which has 
been bought up and exported to pay the Balance 


of 


— 


— 


of dur Trade. This is fo evident a Truth, that I 
believe it cannot be denied; yet ſo miſtaken are 
many People, that they cannot ſee the Difference 
between having a vaſt "Treaſure of Silver and 
Gold in the Kingdom, and the Mint employed in 
coining Money, the only true Token of Trea- 
ſure and Riches, and having it carried away; but 
they fay Money is a Commodity like other Things, 
and think themſelves never the poorer for what the 
Nation daily exports. This hath drawn me into 
the Conſideration of our National Benefit, that 
it may be thoroughly weighed. I have thought the 
only Method to furniſh Gentlemen with proper 
Confiderations, is to give ſome Account of the 
Commodities the Nations we trade with take 
from us, and what we take from them, and to give 
my Thoughs where I think the Balance lies. 


——ů— 


(5) 
CHAP 
RAD E between England and Turkey. 


XS Turkey is the outmoſt Bounds of the Me- 
| diterranean, I ſhall begin our Commerce 
with that mighty Empire. eh ex ans 
Txx Commodities they take from us, are chicks 
ly Broad-Cloth, Long-Ells, Tin, Lead, and 
ſome Iron; and the Engliſp Merchants frequently 
buy up French and Lizhon Sugars, and tranſport 
thither, as well as Bullion from Cadiz. 
Bur notwithſtanding, the Turkey Trade is ve- 
ry uſeful, the Goods we ſend being fully manu- 
factured, and carried to them in our own Ship- 
ping; and the Cominodities we take from them 
in Returns, are alſo in our own Navigation. 
Tre Commodities we take from them are chief- 
ly Raw, and very proper to carry on our home 
Manufactures, and employ our Poor, as well 
as for Re-cxportation. The great Value is in 
Raw Silk, We take beſides Grogram Yarn, 
Dying-Stuffs of ſundry Kinds, Drugs, Soap, Lea» 
ther, Cotton, and ſome Fruit, Oyl, c. 


N. B. The Turkey Silk is only fit for the Shute 
of our fine Dancks, and other coloured 
Silks, and for making Silk Stockins, Gals 
looms, and Silver and Gold Lace; but not 
proper for the Warp of any Silk, not being 
fine enough, nor even enough for Organz ine, 
or double twiſted Silk, that being all [ta/zan ; 
nor, indeed, even enough for the Shute or 

| Woof of black-Luftrings, Alamodes, or Pa- 
duaſoys, the Shute of that being allo Hralian. 
B CHA F ML 
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TT ALY takes from us, Broad-Cloth, Long- 


A Ells, Bays, Druggets, Callimancoes, Cam- 
blets, and divers other Stuffs, Leather, 'Tin, Lead; 
great Quantitics of Fiſh, as Pilchards, Herrings, 


Salmon, Newfoundland Codd, Sc. Pepper, and 
other Eafi=India Goods. | | 1 


Tu Commodities England takes from them, 
are raw, thrown and wrought Silk, Wine, Oyl, 
Soap, Olives, ſome Dyers Wares, Anchovies, 
- 5 


Fox HE RLY we received a conſiderable Balance 


from them; but the French now nen g them 


with very (ag... par of Woollen Manufac- 
tures, and alſo having got Part of the Newfound- 
land Trade from us; and as we import great 
Quantities of thrown and raw Silk from thence, 
to carry on our Manufactures, it is thought the 
Balance now againft us 1s conſiderable. 

Tre Italians have an excellent Method of 
throwing their Silk by a Water Engine, which 
with a few Hands to attend it, will do more 
Work than an Hundred Perſons can do at throw- 
ing according to our Method. Indeed, fine Ha- 
tian raw Silk cannot be thrown to Truth and good 
Workmanſhip by any other Method, the Engine 
going ſo much truer than it can be wrought by 

and. We have been ſo untortunate as never to 
have had any ſuch Engine till of late, and there 
is but one compleat in the Kingdom. 


C HA P. IV. 
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CHAP. IV. 
TRADE between England and Spain. 


PAIN takes from us Broad-Cloth, Drug- 
ets, Callimancoes, Bays, Stuffs of divers 
Tos. Leather, Fiſh, Tin, Lead, Corn, Sc. 

TE Commodities England takes from them 
are Wine, Oyl, Fruit of divers Kinds, Wooll, 
Indigo, Cochineal, and dying Stuffs: The 
Bulk of the Commodities we take from them are 
the Produce of their own Country, viz. Wine, 
Oyl, and Fruit; fo that the Spaniards pay for 
our Woollen, and all other Products, at a very 
eaſy Rate; and if it were not for the great Con- 
ſumption of 3 Wines, Fruits and Oyls in 
England, their Sales of thoſe Commodities would 
amount but to a Trifle, having no Nation for 
their Cuſtomers but us, Holland, and a very 
ſmall Matter to Flanders, Hambourg, and the 
Baltick, 

'T1s ſuppoſed we take off at leaſt two Thirds 
of the whole; ſo that although we are obliged 
to the Spaniards for their Cuſtom for our Manu- 
factures, they are no leſs obliged to us for taking 
off their Products. | | 

FoRMERLY We received a great Balance from 
them in Bullion, but ſince the Houſe of Bour- 
bon has filled the Spaniſh Throne, and intro- 
duced French Stuffs, and French Faſhions, *tis 
ring the, Balance is but very ſmall in our 
Favour 5 
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GHAP VV 


TRADE between England and Portugal, 


ORTUGAL takes from us Broad-Cloth, 
Druggets, Bays, Long-Ells, Callimancoes, 
and all other Sorts of Stuffs, as well as Tin, 
Lead, Leather, Fiſh, Corn, and other Engliſh 
Commodities. | 3 
ENGLAND takes from them great Quan- 
tities of Wine, Oyl, Salt and Fruit; by which 
Means their ſpare Lands, (ſince they have the ſup- 
plying us with Wine, ) are greatly improved, and 
tho we may allow a conſiderable Balance to be 
brought us, Yet it is not ſo great as ſome 
imagine. | PEE 
THe Portugueſe have much abated of their 
Induſtry, ſince the finding out the Gold and Sil- 
ver Mines in the Bragils; and well they may, the 
working thoſe Mines turning to better Account 
than their planting Sugar and Tobacco; the 
importing of which from our Plantations, has 
beat cholis of Portugal and Spain out of the 
Northern Parts of Europe, as a little Encou- 
Tagement and good Regulation would do 1n the 
Mediterranean; and we have now a fair Oppor- 
tunity of enlarging our Commerce, Wen e WS 
make uſe of it. Or which in its proper Place. 


(au 
TRA DE between England and France. | 
\RANCE takes from England large Quane 


titics of Tobacco, Horn-Plates, Tin, ſome 
Lead, ſome Flannels, and Corn in Time of Scar- 
City. | 
5 NGLAND takes from France Wine, 
Brandy, Linnen, Fine Lace, Fine Cambricks and 
Cambrick Lawns, to a prodigious Value, Bro- 
cades, Velvets, and many other rich Silk Manu- 
factures, which are either run in upon us, or come 
by Way of Holland; the Humour of {ome of our 
Nobility and Gentry being ſuch, that altho' we 
have thoſe Manufactures made as good, if not bet- 
ter than the French, yet they are forced to be 
called by the Name of French, to make them ſell. 
Their Linnens are run in upon us in very great 
Quantitics, as are their Wine and Brandy trom 
the Lands-End even to the Downs. Their Bran- 
dies have been ſold from 3s. to 3s. 6 d. per Gal- 
lon, and their Claret from 3 5. to 4s. the beſt, 
tho the bare Duty of the Brandy is 6s. 8 d. per 
Gallon, and the Duty of their Wine 527. per 
Tun or 13 d. per Quart. This muſt drain us of 
our Gold and Silver; for the Smugglers carry no- 
thing out but Gold, Silver and Wooll to purchaſe 
thoſe Commodities with. It is a Misfortune upon 
us, that our Intereſt is not better confidered; we 
might be ſupplied with fine Rum from our Plan- 
tations, that would be more acceptable to our 
common People than French Brandy, provided 
the Importation was ſufficiently encouraged ; then 
the Nation would be ſupplied with that Spirit at 
| little 


indeed of their. Woollen Manufacture is carried 


614) 
little or no (og ; for it would not coſt above 
124. Ster. per Gallon abroad, and in Reality 
it could not ſtand us in one Fifth Part of that: 
For it is ſhewn in the following Diſcourſe, that 
Four Fifths of all that is gained in the Plantati- 
ons comes home to us. France above all other 
Nations is the worſt for England. to Trade with; 
it produces moſt Things neceſſary for Life, : 
wants very little either for Luxury or Convenience, 
ſome few Materials excepted to help to carry on 
their Manufactures, the chief of which are Wooll, 


and ſome dying Stuffs. 


G * 


HENRY the Fourth cſtabliſhed their Lin- 


nen Manufacture ſo, that they have not only e- 
nough to ſupply themſelves, but export mighty 
Quantities. 


Nulberry- Trees, and making of Silk, which 


> alſo encouraged the plantin 


now. brought to ſo great Perfection, that we are 
credibly informed, they make within themſelyes 


ſufficient Quantities for carrying on all their Manu- 


factures; and not only ſo, but they have exported 
ſome of their thrown Silk, to be ſold at Leghorn, 


Which is ſaid, in all Reſpects is as good as the 


beſt Silk made in [aly ; ſo that what raw Silk 


they have from abroad, is in Returns for their 


Woollens and other Manufactures, which they 
ſend out again to Leghorn for a Market. 
They have laid down ſome of their beſt Lands 
for Paſturage to mend the Growth of their 
Wooll : Thoſe political and frugal Meaſures 
muſt make them the richeſt Nation in H- 
rope. They have modeli'd every Thing ſo well, 
that they ſend out their Silk and Linnen Manu- 
factures moſtly of their own Product, and have 
the Returns again in Silver and Gold, Great Part 


on 
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on with Spaniſh and Iriſb Wooll, What they im- 
port from Irelaud might be prevented, it proper 
Care was taken; but inſtead of _ _— is be 
Duty of 19 4d. Farthing per Stone laid upon 

that — England: So that the French buy 
theirs in Ireland near 20 per Cent. cheaper than 
We. e * 9 
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TRADE between England and Flanders. 


LANDERS takes from us Serges, a few 
| Flannels, a very few Stuffs, Sugar, Tobac- 
co, Tin and Ea. a 
ENGLAND takes from them Fine Lace, 
Fine Cambricks and Cambrick Lawns, Flanders 
whited Linnens, Threads, Tapes, Incles, and 
divers other Commodities to a very great Value: 
But the Dutch having the Command of the Mouth 
of the Scheld, do thereby ſecure to themſelves in 
a great Meaſure the Paſſage bf Goods to and 
from Flanders through Holland; fo that it is diffi- 
cult to judge what the Balance we pay to them 
amounts to. But it is undoubtedly very conſider- 
able, we being their greateſt Cuſtomers for thoſe 
Commodities; and yet they prohibit our Woollen 
Cloths, which, if freely admitted, tis thought 
would not amount to one Fifth Part of what we 
take from them. : 4 


CHAP. vm. 
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CHAP. vill. : 
T R 4 D E between England 4 Germany: 


ER MA N 7 takes from England Broad: 
T Cloth, Druggets, Long-Ells, Serges, and 
ſeyeral Sorts of Stuffs, Tobacco, Sugar, Ginger, 

Ea/i-India Goods, II in, Lead, and feveral other | 
Commodities, the great Conſumption of which 

is in the Lower-Germany. 

| ENGLAND takes from them prodigious 

Quantitics of Linnen, Linnen-Varn Kid-Skins 
Tin-Plares, and a great many other Commodities. 

Accorpins to the Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts, 

the Balance was. thought to be in our Favour, 

when we were ſupplied by France with Linnens; 
but ſince the high Duty upon French  Linneng, 

ah Emperor and other Princes of Geimany Toa 

ed that Manufacture, Which has greatly en- 

xiched them; and yet, notwithſtanding thoſe great 

Advantages they have by importing their Lin- 

nens upon us, ſome of them have prohibited ſeveral 

h Sorts of our Woollen Manufactures, and others 

have prohibited all, which gives them a very 

great Balance upon us, | 


— 


| CHAP. IX. S k 
i t TRADE between England, Norway and 
Ul Denmark. 

4} | [ ORWAY and Denmark take from Eng- 


j | | land Guineas, Crown=Picces, and Bullion, 
I. a kerle Tobacco, and a few Coarſe Woollens of 
19} fmall Value, | | 


3 

- ENGLAND takes from Norway, &ce. vaſt 

| Quantities of Deal-Boards, Timber, - Spars ard 
Iron. We pay them a very 5 — Balance, and 

their rebuilding great Ships of Burthen (deflzoyed 

in the War between them and Sweden) will again 

eſtabliſh them in the Navigation and Freight of 

their Timber, and will greatly increaſe their 


Balance upon us. 
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CHAP. X. 
TR A D E between England and Sweden. 3 


G U DEN takes from England our Gold, 
Silver, and but a ſmall Quantity of the Ma- 
nufacturęs and Productions of Euglanet. 
ENGLAND takes from Sweden near two 
Thirds of the Iron wrought up or conſumed in the 
Kingdom, Copper, Boards, Plank, E2c. the Balance 
they drew-from us amounted before the late War 
with Denmark, to between two and three Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds yearly, beſide the Freight 
of their own Product, meh we paid them for 
likewiſe. l FI. IP 
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HA. 
TRAD E between England and Ruſſia: 


USSTA takes from England ſome Coarſe- 

X Cloth, Long-Ells, Worſted-Stuffs, Tin, 

Lead, Tobaccoes, and a few other Commodities. 
ENGLAND takes from Ruffio Hemp, Flax, 

Linnen-Cloth, Linnen-Varn, Ruſſia- Leather, 
| = | C 5 Tallow, 


1 on 


Tallow, Furs, 1 Poraſh, mY to WY ims 185 


5 . « We | 
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Value. But having no other Market to f > £0 fo 
Hemp, where any great Quantities may 
they fp paid their own. We for Wie? we wee 
- 66) Them.” 1 9 | 
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TR 4 D E between England and Holland. 


H LAND takes from England Broads 
Cloth, Druggets, Long-Ells, Stuffs of a 
great many Sorts, I -ather, Corn, Coals, and ſome- 
thing of almoſt every thing that this Kingdom | 
produces; beſide all {orts of India and Turtey re- 
exported Goods, Sugars, Tobacco, Rice, oY 


— - 


Pitch and Tar, and ſundry other Commodities 
the Produce of our American Plantations. » 
ENGLAND takes from Holland great nas 


tities of fine Hollands-Linhen, Threads, 1 


and Incles, Whale-Fins, Braſs-Bartery, Mad er, 
Argol, wich a large Number of other Commo= 
ditics, and Toys,  Clapboard Wainſcot, Oc. 
But according to the Cuſtom-Houſe Acc 
we over- balance them in Trade to a conſiderable 
Value. According to this View of the Trade 
with Holland, the Balance paid us is thrice as, 
much as we receive from either Portugal or Spain. 
But when we conſider the great Number of Smug- 
ling-Ships that are employed between this King- 
dom and Hollaud, and the Supply we have from 
them of Pepper and all other Cond of India Spice, 
with Callicocs, Muſlins, [zdis Silks, and Romals, 
and other Manufactures of India, Coffee, Tea, 
China Ware, and —_— True Shs, Da uantities of Hu. 
lands and fine Lace, Cam uteh Paduaſoys, | 
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5 velvets, an Phe wrought Silks, it is apt to furniſh : 
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CH Af. XII. : 
TRAD E between England and Ireland. a 
RELAND takes from . England Fine 


Broad-Cloth, Rich Silks, Ribbons, Gold 
and Silver Lace, manufactured Iron and Cutlery 


Wares, Pewter, great Quantities of Hops, Coals, 


Dying Wares, 
Goods, Raw Silk, Holland 
Thing they uſe, but co: 
Woollens, and Eatables. . 
ENGLAND takes from Ireland Woollen- 
Yarn, Linnen-Varn, great Quantities of Wool} 
in the Fleece, for carrying on our Manufactures, 
and employing our My, 


Tobacco, Sugar, Eaft-India 
25 almoſt eve 


land, is, that it is thonght near One Third Part 
of the Rents of the Whole 20g to Engliſh 
Noblemen and Gentlemen that dwell here, beſides 
the very large Sums that are ſpent for the Edy- 
cation of their Youth, by the great Number of 
Nobility and Gentry that reſort to the Exgliſb 
Court, and thoſe who come to ſolicit for Places 


and Employments. There may be added to theſe 
the Sums of Money that are paid to Perſons that 


have Places and Penſions out of the Iriſp Reve- 
nues, who reſide here; beſides they, upon their 


Eſtabliſhment, maintain 10 or 12000 Men, who. 


are always ready upon any Emergency. 
THEY have an extraordinary Trade for their 


Hides, Tallow, Beef, Butter, c. to Holland, 


82 | Hau- 


oarſe Linnens, coarſe 


Ir, tome Tallow: Bur that 
which wakes. Ireloud Jo wery, probrable fo Eage | 


1 


Flanders, France, Portu gal and Spain, whidh- en- 
| ables them to make large Remittances to 0 
their Balance with us. 


—ä a 2 — 
CHAP. XIV- | 


7 R 4 D E between England and the Sig 
Plantations. 


0 U R Sugar Plantations take go ENS | 


all Sorts of Cloarhing, both Linnen, Silks, | 
and Woollen, wrought Iron, Braſs, Copper; all 
Sorts of Houſhold Furniture; and a great Part of 
their Food; ſo that EE arc entirely dependent 
on us. 

| Tary ſend us Su 75 0 Ginger, and ſeveral Com- 
modities, enough for our own Conſum N and 
formerly we re-exported as much as rought i es 
ſeveral Hundred Thouſand Pounds yearly. 

ſend us all the Bullion and Gold ey can 150 
with, but rarely carry out any. And doubtleſs 
would produce a great many other Commodities 
which we now have from India by way of Holland, | 
28 Cinnamon, Cloves, Nutmegs, Mace, Coffee, Br, 


Provided they were Planted, and cflectual "wc 
THER. of them. 
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CHAP. xv. 


75 R 4D E tame England Je? the Tohacey 
| Plantations. 


* 6 


1 HE Tibacco Plantations. take from Em: 
„ land their Cloathing, Houſhold Goods, 
ua, Tron Manufactures of all, Sorts, Saddles, Bridles, 
Ul h 5 Braſs 
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Braſs and Copper Wares; and norwichitanding 5 


- 


+heir dwelling among the Woods, they take t 
25 1 Wares, and almoſt every Thing elſe 
that may be called the Manufacture of England - 
So that indeed it is a very great Number of Peo- 
ple that are emplo ed to provide a ſufficient Sup- 
ply of Goods for them. 8 5 
"ENGLAND takes from them not only 
what Tobacco we conſume at Home, but very 
great Quantities for mai which may 
properly be ſaid to be the ſureſt Way of cnrich- 
ing this Kingdom. e th” 10 
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TRADE between England and Carolina. 


JAROLINA lies in as happy a Climate 
A as any in the World, from 32 to 36 De- 
grees of Northern Latitude. The Soil is gene- 
rally fertile: The Rice it produces is ſaid to 
be the beſt in the World, and no Country affords 
better Silk than has been brought ſrom thence, 
though for Want of ſufficient Encouragement the 
Quantity imported is very ſmall. . Tis ſaid both 
Bohea and Green Tea have been raiſed there ex- 
traordinary good of the Kind. The Olive-tree 
grows wild, and thrives very well, and might ſoon - 
be improved ſo far as to ſupply us with large 
Quantities of Oil. Tis ſaid the Fly from whence 
the Cocheneal is made, is found very commonly; 
and if Care was taken, very great Quantities 
might be made. The Indigo Plant grows exceed- 
ing well; and tis thought, if rightly improved, we 
might be ſupplied with both the aforeſaid Com- 
modiries, not only to anſwer our Home Conſump- 

oY.” | tion, 
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But the Conſequence proved a vaſt Loſs to the 
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kon, but wich large Quantities for Re-exportz, 


7 


the Indian Nations with Eugliſ Commodities, 
The Rice Trade, ſince it hath been made an e. 
numerated Commodity, is under great Diſcou- 
ragement; for it cannot be ſent directly to Por. 
3ugal and Spain as formerly; and it will not bear 


the Charge of bringing home and Re- ſtupping, un- 


leſs it be at the Time when the Crops in the {a 


neſe and Egypt prove bad 


/ 


Tue Enumeration was obtained by a Captain (a) 
of a Shipemployed by a Company then trading to 
Carolina; for 1everal Ships going from England 


thirher, "nd purchaſing Rice tor Portugal, pre 
ted rhe aforeſaid Captain of a Loading. Vpon his 


coming home, he poſſeſſed a Member of Parliament | 


Tas? 


(+), (who was very frequently employed to pre- 
pare Bills) with an Opinion that carrying Rice di- 
rectly to Portugal was a Prejudice to the Trade 


of England, and privately got a Clauſe into an 
Act (c) to make it an enumerated Commodity 


by which Means he ſecured a Freight to himſelf: 


Nation; and that Trade is not ſuppoſed to be 


one Third Part of what it might have been by this 


Time. Now this could not have happened, if 
that Gentleman who brought in that Clauſe had 


underſtood the Nature and Circulation of Trade, 
he would then have known, that it is much more 
the Intereſt of the Engliſp Merchant to fell his 
Rice in Portugal, and -have the Money remitred 


-xhence, than it is to have it brought to E 


(Cole. 1) Mr. Lowndes. (c) 3, 4. O, A. Act far cor: 
unuing the Duty on Low Wines, Coffee, Tea, Sc. = 


tion. The Country has Plenty of Iron-Mine in 
it, and would produce excellent Hemp and Flax, 
il Encoutagement was given for tailing it. It 
lies as convenient as any of our Colonies in Am- 
rica for carrying on the Skin Tr ade, and ſupplying | 


7 


1 | 
and afterwards ſhipp'd to Holland,” Hambourg ot 
Portugal; ſor the Difference in the Freight and 
Charges is at leaſt 50 per . „ 
M B. As Carolina is like to become the Property 
of the Crown, the rich Grounds that lie under 
the Apulachean Hills, and through Virginia, Ec. 
are inviting Places for raiſing Silk, Hemp and 
Flax, the Air being accounted healthy and pure, 
and the Country is large enough to canton out 
into diſtinct Lots all the Inhabitants we ſhall 
be capable of ſending, from whence they will 
have the Convenience of ſending all their Goods 
down by Navigable Rivers, which would alſo 
be a Security to our Frontiers againſt the In- 
croachments of the French who lie on the other 
Side thoſe Mountains. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
TRADE between England and Penſilvania. 


ENSILVANTA within Forty Years has 
made wonderful Improvements ; they have 
built a large and regular City; they have cleared 
great Tracts of Land, and raiſed very great Quan- 
tities of Wheat and other Proviſions; and they 
have, by Way of Jamaica, beat out a very great 
Trade for their Corn and Proviſions to the Spaniſh 
Heſi-Indies; and if this Trade be properly nurs'd 
up, it may draw the Spaniſh Coaſt very much to 
depend on us for a Supply of Flower, Bisket, Sc. 

which may be of great Advantage to us. 

Ir is already attended with that good Conſe- 
quence, that it hath ſupplied them with Gold and 
Silver, which is frequently brought home by our 
trading Ships from thence, and has very much en- 
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Kerſics, Droggets, Serges, Stuffs, and Man fag 


a 


jarged their Demands upon us for Broad-Uls 5. 


tures of all Sorte. ito 
Tux ſupply the Sugar iat with Pipe 
ey Barrel 


ent for their Cloathing, and therefore are forced 
to make ſomething by their own Labour and * 
Try to anſwer that End. * 
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CH A P. XVIII. 


7 R 4 D E between England, N arge 
and New-York. | 


T H E Provinces of Naw-Ferſey * News 
York produce much the 3 with Penſt 
vania, and their Traffic is much the ſame; we 
have what Money they can raiſe to buy our Manu- 
factures for their Cloathing, and what they fun 


ther want, they are forced to Manufacture for 


themſclves as the d Colonies do. 
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TRA D E betweer England 4d News 
England; 


14 


ENTE NG LAND tikes from us all 


Sailcloth and Cordage for rigging their Ships, 
Haberdathery, &c. Jo raiſe Money to pay to 01 
what they 8 of us, they are forced to viſit the 
Span 5 Coaſts, where they pick up any Commo- 
dity 


-Staves, and other Lumber; with 
Flower, Bisket, Pork, Ec. But this is not Tafficia 


Sorts of Woollen Manufactures, Linnen, 
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2 0 
dity they can trade for: They carry Lumber and ll 

Proviſions to the Sugar Plantations, exchange q | 
Proviſions for Logwood with the Logwood Cut- 

ters at Campeachey. They ſend Pipe and Barrel- 

Staves, and Fiſh to Spain, Portugal, and the 
Streights. They fend Pitch, Tar and Turpen- 
tine to England, with ſome Skins: Bur all thoſe 
Commodities fall very ſhort of purchaſing their 
Cloathing in England; and therefore What other 
Neceſſaries they want, they are forced ro Manu- 

facture for themſelves, as the aforementioned 
Colonics. $5608 
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CR ann 
TRAD E between England and Africa. 


UR Trade with Africa is very profitable 
() to the Nation in general; it has this Ad- 
vantage, that it carries no Money out, and not 
only ſupplies our Plantations with Servants, but 
brings in a great Deal of Bullion for thoſe that are 
fold to the Spaniſh Meſt- Indies, beſide Gold Duſt, 
and other Commodiries, as Red-wood, Tecth, 
Guinea Grain, &c. ſome of which are re-exported. 
The ſupplying our Plantations with Negroes is 
of that extraordinary Advantage to us, that the - 
Planting Sugar and Tobacco, and carrying on 
Trade there could not be ſupported without 
them; which Plantations, as I have elſewhere 
obſerved, are the great Cauſes of the Increaſe of 
the Riches of the Kingdom. There has been great 
Struggles by the African Company to engroſs that 
Trade to themſelves; by which Means they wou! 
not only prevent the large Profits that are brought 

D into 
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nto the Nation by the Trade private Adventurers 


drive thither, but would alſo be one great Means 


of ruining our Plantations ; for, as I have alread 
obſerved, our Plantations are ſupported by the 
Labour of Slaves, and our Profit either more or 
leſs, according to the Numbers there employed; 
and as the Trade is now drove on by private 
Adventurers, they puſh it with all imaginable 
Vigour ; and the Planters have not only very 
great Numbers of Slaves brought in, but they 
are alſo afforded them at moderate Prizes. But if 
this Trade ſhould fall into the Hands of the Com- 


pany, the Management, I am afraid, would be as 
it has been in ſome other Companies, carried on to 


the enriching particular Perſons, who too often 
trade away the Company's Eſtates; whereas pri- 
vate Traders put themſelves into all Methods of 
Frugality, Induſtry and good Management; 
which indeed evidently appears by the Trade the 
Company drove, and what private Adventurers 


have done. For the Company at beſt, by what! 


apprehend, never traded for above Five or Six 
SINE Negro6s early, whereas private Ad- 
venturers have AD jor tor Thirty Thouſand or 
upwards: And if ever our Trade ſhould come to 
be put under a Company, I ſhall take it tor 
granted, that our Improvements in the Planta- 
tions, which is carried on by the Labour of Ne- 
grocs, would ſoon decline. 


CHAP. XXI. 


THE 
CHAP. XXL 
| | 7 R 4 D E between England and Eaſt-India. 


S the greateſt Empires, and the vaſteſt 
LTNumbers of People are found in that Part 
of the World called Zſia, I was ready to ſpend 
my Thoughts upon the Notions ſome have of the 
Advantages that might be drawn to us by 
the Induſtry of the Engliſh Nation in trading from 
one Kingdom to another; but conſidering, That. 
Trade is limited by Charter, I ſhall only touch 
upon ſome Particulars. We ſend very great Quan- 

tities of Bullion thither, as well as tome Manu- 
factures of this Kingdom, which purchaſe there, 
at very low Prizes, the Products and Manufac- 
tures of India and China, which are brought home 
in our own Navigation, out of which we ſupply 
ourſelves with Muſlins, Callicocs, and other Cot- 
ton Cloaths, ſufficient for our own Conſumption ; as 
alſo with Coffee, Tea, and Raw Silk, and it is 
ſuppoſed, ſell to Foreigners as many of the {aid 
Commodities as repay for all the Bullion ſhipo'd 
out, and leave with us beſide a very conſiderable 
Balance upon that Trade. | 

BENGAL Raw Silk 1s bought at very low 
Prizes there, and is very uſeful in carrying on the 
Manufactures of this Kingdom. | 

CHINA Silk is of cxccllent Staple, and 
comes at little above one Third of the Price of 
Italian Piedmont Silk. The Duty of Bengal Raw 
Silk being one Third more, and China near three 
Times as much as that of Ttaliaz, hinders our 
being ſupplicd ſo fully as we ought, and is a great 
Damage to the Nation; for we pay the Duke of 
darch all ready Money for what we bave from him, 
LEY Which 
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(28) 


which as effectually drains us of our ane as the 


India or China Trade does; with this Aggravati- 
on, that almoſt Fhree Pounds of China Silk may 
be. purchaſed}, for the Money that one Pound of 
Piedmont Silk coſts us. * | 
ALTHo” Silver is not ſent out diretly to Pied. 
mont, as it is to India, yet in Fact it is the ſame 


. bing; for che Balance of ſome other Trade is 


carried thithef; which otherwiſe would be remit- 
re 


TRE Silk 6f. Cbina will anſwer in moſt Reſpecb 


the Uſe of Tralinn Silk, provided we could be 


ſupplied with the' fine Raw Silk of which they 
make their Damasks, - Sattins, and other fine 
Manufactures, ' which by the Curioſity of thok 
Silks, muſt come. 9 7 to the Goodneſs of Lalian 


| Silke. 


Tu China Silk that we commonly receive, 1s 
purchaſed at Canton, the neareſt Port we trade to 
in China; but their fine Silk is made in the Pro- 
vinces of Nankin and Chekiam, where their fine 
Manufactures are carried on, and where prodigi- 
ous Quantities of Raw Silk are made, and the belt 
in all Chiza. We have never imported any of the | 
ſuperfine here, but two or three Ships have bronght 
extraordinary good, the beſt of which, we are in- 
formed, was brought from Amoy ; and doubtleſs 
if Encouragement was given“ for the Impor- 
tation of chat fine Silk, it might be thrown 


here, and our Manufactures carried on at a mall 


Expence to the Nation; the Countries of Chekian 
and VNankin that produce it, are much to the 
Northward of the Places we now trade to, and 


near Ciuſan, about Five or Six Hundred Miles 


= the Norward of Canton, an Iſland in W 


we formerly had a Factory, and were ; admitted 
to trade. 


Tuer 


(863) oe 
Tuna Country is very cold in Winter, and I 
have been informed ſome of our Woollen Goods 
have ſold very well there, eſpecially our Calli 
mancoes and Long-Ells. 8 Os 
BE SIDESs, the Countries of Chekiam and Nun- 
kin are near the Heart of the Empire, where 
the greateſt Trade is drove; and Nankin being 
the Metropolis of Trade in that Country, as 
London is in England, ſhe ſends out her Manu- 
factures and Merchandize to Canton, as we do to 
Briſtol, and other Out-Ports. But as Canton is 
the neareſt Port, ſome Captains and Supercargoes 
raiſe Objections againſt going turther down the 
Coaſt, alledging that it is a difficult Pilotage, and 
in Danger of loſing their Paſſage back that Vear; 
that the Mandarins and other Officers impoſe 
upon them, which makes it diffieult to trade with 
them. But when private Traders had Liberty 
to go to China, they were of another Opinion; 
they went to thoſe Places where they conld ger 
moſt Money; and the People of Chuſan, (where 
the Merchants of Nonkin, as well as of Ham- 
cheu and Ninpo, two other great trading Cities, 
lodge Cs of Merchandize,) would 
be as ready to cultivate a Correſpondence with 
our Captains and Supercargoes as the People of 
Canton are; and it is hoped we may find as 
much Encouragement to trade to thoſe Parts as 
we now do to Canton, their Intercſt being the 
ſame among them all. A Trade of this' Nature 
cannot be immediately ſettled, good and pru- 
dent Management and Time muſt do that. Some 
of our ingenious Gentlemen have found that ſe- 
veral of our Commodities, as well as our Woollens, 
would do very well towards the Heart of China; 
and to ſpeak freely, every Lover of his Country 
ought to have the Advantage thercof in View, as 
| well 
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well as his own private Gain. If this Trade 
could be fixed, and any Quantities vended in that 
vaſt Country, and the fine Silk above- mentioned 
imported, it would exceedingly add to the Pro- 
fits we already receive by the Indian Trade, 
and bring thoſe Advantages with it, that may 
enable us to vye with any Kingdoms in Europe 
in the Silk Manufactures; for as Cheapneſs and 
Goodneſs always give Preference, Silk ſo im- 
rted from China would anſwer in both Re. 
ſpects. And it is to be hoped, Improvements of 
this Kind would be readily undertaken by the 
Company, and be an acceptable Service to them, 
as well as to the Nation in general. 92 
Txt Licenſes given by the Company to private 
Merchants, to carry on a coaſting Trade in I2- 
dia, hath been of great Advantage to this Na- 
tion, and. ſeveral Merchants that tranſported 
themſelves thither, have by that Means been en- 
abled not only to pay Debts here, but alſo put 
_ themſelves into a Way of raifing Fortunes for 


themſelves and Families. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


French Faſbions pernicious to En gland, 


CARCELY any thing is more ſurprizing, 
8 than our Fondneſs of French Faſbions. Moni. 
Colbert, that great and able Minitter, ſaw how 
much we were attached to them. It ſo far pre- 
vailed in the Reign of King Charles the Second, 
that our Faſhionmongers were forced to go to 
France ſeyeral Times in the Year to ſee what was 


fr for our Court and Quality to wear; which 
occ- 


— 


* * * OT * „* _ 9 1 — N * 
5 5 7 ” 
; g 
3 1 I ) 
- 


occaſioned the laying out of large Sums of Mo- 
ney in the rich Silk Manufactures of that King- 
dom. 8 1 0707” XIA 
As ſoon as thoſe Silks came over, our Weayers 


got the Faſhion, and made Silks to the French 
Patterns ; but before they could diſpoſe of them, 


the French artfully invented other new-faſhion' 
Silks, which prevented the Sale of thoſe made 
here, and diſcouraged the Eugliſ Manufacturers 
by changing Faſhions ſo often * them, that 
they could make very little of the Silk Manu- 
facture here in that King's Reign. 
Upon a Debate concerning the Improvement 
of Trade and Commerce in France, the King be- 
ing preſent, a Trade to the Eafl- Indies was pro- 
poled, as well as ſeveral other Improvements. 


We are told Monf. Colbert deliver'd his Thoughts, 


That the moſt ſpeedy Way of increaſing the 
Riches of the Kingdom, was the finding out of 


ManufaQtures for employing the Poor, and ſet- 


ting the idle People ro Work. Thar as Flax, 
Silk, and Wooll, were the moſt conſiderable, 
he ſhould as much as poſſible produce thoſe Com- 
modities in his own Country: And as Manutac- 


tures came to be made and worn in his Court, the. 


Engliſh Nation would fall into the wearing of 
them alſo, which would be the moſt certain way 
of enriching his Kingdom, and abundantly ex- 
cced all the Advantages that could be expected 
by an Indian Trade: Accor they were put 
to Work. The French King himſelf, to ſet an 
Example, would wear nothing but what was the 
Manufacture of France; ſo fond was he of pro- 


moting them, that even upon the Death of his Mo- 


ther, when he was told they wanted Engliſh Cloth 
for Mourning, he poſitively forbad his Court from 
wearing any other than the Manufacture of 
| France, 
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France, immediately ordered a Suit to be made 


for himſelf, and when put an, deſired his Cour. 


tiers would come and ſee how well it fitted, and 


which of his Subjects thought it not good euough 


for them; and 'tis ſaid took particular Notice of 
thoſe who appeared carlieſt in Cloth or Stuff of 


their own Manufacturing. a 


Uro the Acceſſion of King William to the | 


Throne, the Parliament of England made Laws 
with great Penalties on ſuch as ſhould trade or 
deal in French Alamodes or Luſtrings, in order 
to eſtabliſh that Manufacture here. | . 

Tu French King, on the other Hand, gave 
all imaginable Encouragement to his Manufactur- 
crs at 79 &c. and to the Smugglers to carry 


on the Trade, and run them into Eugland. When 


a whole Knot was broke, he gave at one Time, 
as we have been well attured, Forty Thouſand 


Piſtoles to ſupply them with a new Stock, and 
ſupport the carrying on that Trade. - 


Ir being a difficult Thing to give thoſe Silks. 


a proper Luſtre, and the Ly/ffring Company having 
got a Refugee, a Maſter at the Buſineſs, the French 


being informed of it, were never quiet till they 


had tempted him away into Switzerland ; ( 


for 
being a Proteſtant he would not go into France) 4 
when they had him there he was ſoon put out of 


the Way, and never heard of afterwards. 
MusLins having obtained to be the general 
Wear of Europe, and the Engliſh Eaſt-India 


Company having the Importation of the greateſt. 


Quantities of Superfine Muſlins, had not only the 


Advantage of wearing what was neceſſary for 


Home Conſumption, at a very ſmall Expence, 


but exported large Quantities to moſt of the 
Countries of Europe. | | 


Tur 
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Tux French Nation was fond of wearing Muſ⸗ 
Uns to an extraordinary Degree, ſo that it be- 
came the general Faſhion in France. This occa- 
ſioned their 1 aſide Gentings and Cambricks 
of their own Manufacture. In England there 
was hardly ſuch a Thing worn then, except a 
little for Pocket Handkerchiefs. The French 
King, who watch'd all Opportunities for impro- 
ving the Trade of his Country, grew very uneaſy 
to ice the wearing of Mullins prevail ſo much in 
his Kingdom, and did all he could by bis own 
Example, and other Methods, to encourage the 
Conſumption of Gentings, Cambricks, Ec. but he 
found the Work ſo difficult, that he was forced 
from time to time to renew his Ediets. | 

A ſevere Edict was ſet forth the gth of Auguſt 
1709, another the 28th of April 1710, and ano- 
ther the 29th of March 1712; but being too 
weak to effect the Work, he ſet forth another the 
IIth of June 1714, in which the Penalties in the 
former Acts are enumerated, and a great Fine 
laid upon the Wearer. One Edict after another 
brought the People at laſt into the wearing of 
Cambricks, G. 

By the Time the Peace was ſettled betweert 
England and France, an over-fond Inclination 
in Multitudes to fee the French Court carried 
them thither: They that were firſt Maſters of 
French Faſhions, thought they had found out a 
gicat Secret, and turning themſelves as much as 
poſſible into Frenchmen in their Modes and Dreſs, 
they came Home, and gave large Accounts of 
What was worn at the French Court, and among 
the reft, that Muſlins were out of Faſhion, and 
Cambricks altogether in Wear; and as a Demon- 
tration thereof, ſhew'd their Cambrick Neck- 


cloths, Ruffles, Ec. made for them in France. 
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Tur Sight of theſe French Faſhions operated 
wonderfully upon the Minds of Numbers of out 


People, and nothing would ſatisfy them bur the 
ſame Dreſs : This toon diffuſſed itſelf over the 


Nation; thus French Fathions, after they had 


been difuſed during the War, crept in, and Mu- 


ſlins, that coſt but a Trifle in India, brought 


Home in our own Navigation, (beſides a vat 
Quantity for Re-exportation) were thruſt out of 
Wear at Home, and diſcouraged by our Ex- 
ample abroad; and Lawns and Cambricks, that 


colt from Five to Twenty Shillings per Yard, 
became our general Wear, for no other Reaſon 
but becauſe the French wore them. 


Trey have been improving the Growth of 
Mulberry-Trees, and increaſing the Produce of 
their Silk ever ſince Henry the Fourth's Time; 
and in Lewis the Fourteenth's Time, Monſ. C. 
bert continued the Improvement thereof with 
great Succeſs, and made that extraordinary Pro- 
greſs therein, that they now raiſe enough to carry 
on their Manufactures with their own Silk, as we 
do ours with our Wooll; and tho' Silk Many 


factures were heretofore chiefly the Wear of Wo- 


men, they found it their Intereſt to run into the 
making of Silk Garments for Men alſo. In the 
Summer their Nobility and Gentry wear Sik 
Grograms and Paduaſoys for Coats, Waſtcoats, 
and Rrecches, and in the Winter Velvets; 
doubticſs being very ſenſible, whatever Faſhions 
were invented in France, would ſoon be fallen 
into by the Engliſh Nation. OE 
Tre French arc very ſenſible of the Aſcer- 
dancy they have over us in this Reſpect. How 
few have we that go into France, if they make 
any Stay there, but come dreſs'd up in French 
Stulls and French Airs: But if any of the Fren 
| come 


(Cay. 

come here, the meaneſt of them ſcorn to take up 
| any of our Eugliſb Fathions. = | 
Tus is a moft ſubſtantial Reaſon that we 

ſhould not expect foreign Nations to ſend to us 

for new Faſhions, or faſhionable Goods; the 

French, our Competitors in Trade, can tell them 

with Pleaſure, the Engliſb have them all from 
| France, It was certainly a Maſter-Piece in the 
| French to keep this Nation dependant on them 
for their Faſhions; how little ſoever ſome may 
think of this, it has drawn many Thouſand 
Pounds yearly into France, and leſſened our 

Trade with foreign Nations. 

I might give many other Inſtances to ſhew the 
many Arts the French have uſed to gain a Place 
with thoſe Nations they Trade withal, and if 

they cannot effect it by one Means, they are never 
at reſt till they can by another. 
IT is very well known, the Spaniards always 
E hated the Levity natural to the French, and there- 
fore all their Art and Skill could never induce 
them to quit their grave Habits, Cloaks of Bays, 
and the reſt of the Ypaniſh Garb, to put on French 
$ Faſhions; and as they could not draw them over 
to wear their Stuffs and Manufactures, we ſee the 
Fains they took to place one of the Houſe of Bourbon 
upon the Spaniſh Throne, whoſe French Courti- 
gcrs have taken great Pains to change the Affecti- 
Jons of the Spaziards from their own Dreſs into 
that of the French. The ſame Methods they 
take with the Indians, which lie on the Back of 
our Settlements from the River 14/7/ippi to the 
River Canada, and ſodown to Cape Briton. 
| As they made Uſe of Cardinal Portacarero to 
draw over the Spariards to receive a King from 
Fance, the leſſer Prieſts are placed among the In- 
gians, to draw them over * Amity and Affection 
1 to 
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o them; they perſuade as many as poſſible 
be of the Font Religion ; rhey oblige the? 
People to marry with the Tadians; and where 
they cannot draw them into French Cuſtoms, they 
fall into theirs. They ute all Manner of Arts to 
expreſs their Kindneſs to ſuch as come into their 
Religion; and in ſhort, they take all Meaſures to 
become one People. It is ſaid to be otherwiſe in 
our Colonies, eſpecially Neu- Euglaud, &c. For 
we are told, after they have perſwaded ſome of 
them to embrace their Religion, inſtead of win- 
ning Ways to gain upon their Affections, they 
often deride them for being [adians. I it be 
Fact, as I am afraid it is, it is Pity thoſe People 
were not better inſtructed; and if our People can- 
not come up to the engaging Ways the French 
2 yet at leaſt that good Manners were ſhewn to 
r cat 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


Propoſitzons for better regulating and employing 
f „ 


KS I have mentioned ſeveral Inconveniences 
7 and Obſtructions to our Trade and Com- 
merce, I ſhall now ſpeak of ſome Methods to re- 
medy the ſame, and ſhew wherein the Manufac- 
tures, Trade, and Navigation of this Kingdom 
may be enlarged. 3 3 
Ius firſt and greateſt will be in finding effectu- 
al Ways for employing our Poor, and putting all 
the Hands to work, either at Home or in the 

Plantatiozs, who cannot ſupport themſelves; and 
as in the following Diſcourſe J have had in View 
che railing and producing great Plenty of Mate- 


(37) 
rials in our Plantations for ſetting the Poor to 
Work, the ſeveral Employments ariſing from 
Hemp, Flax, Silk, Sc. will afford ſuch Variety, 
that there will be enough, not-only for the robuſt 
and ſtrong, but for the weakly, and even for Chil- 
dren; and doubtleſs a good Example and Perſe= 
verance in the Rules of Induſtry will change the 
very Inclinations of thoſe idle vagrant Perſons, 
who now run about the Kingdom, and Un their 
Time and what Money they can any Way come 
at upon their Debauches. We fee all wſe Go+ 
vernments have and do follow this Practice: The 
Dutch have brought their Poor under ſuch Re- 

lations, that there is {carcely a Beggar to be 
= in the whole United Provinces; for that no 
other Nation may under-Work them, they take 
all imaginable Care to keep all Materials for Ma- 
nufactures as low as poſſible, and lay their Taxes 
upon ſuch Things as the People cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out, as Eatables, Firing, &c. very well knowing 
that Hunger and Cold will make People work to 
ſupply their Neceſſities. Flanders and Hambourg 
purſue the ſame Meaſures, for ſuppreſſing Idle- 
neſs and Beggary. Queen Elizabeth made good 
Laws for reſtraining Vagrants, ſturdy Beggars, 
and all looſe, idle, . People, by erecting 

the — 


Work-houſes in ſeveral Counties of 

dom, to keep them to hard Labour. Indeed it is 
ſais the Laws in Force do not impower the Maſters of 
Work-houſes to adminiſter Correction to ſuch as will 
not work, which it is hoped will now be refified. 
Notwithſtanding this was not provided for, her 
wiſe Miniſtry had conſidered the Advantages 
that would accrue to the Nation, by reforming 
the looſe Manners of the meaner People, and 
employing them in ſuch profitable Works and 
Manufactures as would enrich the Kingdom, and 
ET DW OR "MA Fender 


wat it conſiderable, by calarging our Trad 


(38) 


and ſupplying Foreign Markets with our Wool! 


len Goods, and other Products of the Nation; for 
the turning the Practice of this Sort of People 


from Idleneſs to Labour, is alſo turning their 
Minds and Inclinations from Lewdnefs to Virtue, 


Ix has been remarked by our Clothiers and o- 
ther Manufacturers, that when Corn has been 
cheap they have had great Difficulty to get their 
Spinning and other Work done; for the Poor 
could buy Proviſion enough with two or three 
Days Wages to ſerve them a Week, and would 
ſpend the reſt in Idleneſs, Drinking, Sc. But when 
Corn has been dear, they have been forced to ſtick 


all the Week at it; and the Clothiers have had 


more Work done with all the Eaſe that could be 


dlieſired, and the conftant Application to Buſineſs 
had fixed their Minds ſo much to it, that they 


have not only had Money enough to purchaſe 
Food, but alſo to provide themſelves with Cloaths 
and other Neceſlaries, whereby to live comfor- 
tably. Some few other Regulations were added 
in the Reign of King James the Firſt, as well as 


in the Reigns of King Charles the Firſt and Second, 
and many good ones were added in the Reigns of 


King William and Queen Anne, for ſtrengthening 
the former Laws, and keeping the Poor to their 
ey Settlements, ſtrictly enjoining the Juſtices 
of Peace, Conſtables, and other Officers, to put 
the ſeveral Laws in Execution, and for levying 
ſundry Fines to which they were liable. But not- 
withſtanding we have fo many excellent Laws, 
great Numbers of ſturdy Beggars, looſe and vagrant 
Perſons, infeſt the Nation, but no Place more than 
the City of Laudan and Parts adjacent. If any Per- 
lon is born with any Deſect or Deſormity, or 
maimed by Fire or any other Caſualty, or by any 

E invete⸗ 


39 OY 
+ eterate Diſtemper, which renders them miſerable 
Objects, their V'ay is open to London, where they 
have free Liberty of ſhewing their nauſeous Sights 
to terrify People, and force them to give Money 
to get rid of chem; and thoſe Vagrants have for 
many Years paſt removed out of ſeveral Parts of 
the three Kingdoms, and taken their Stations in 
this Metropolis, to the Interruption of Converſa- 
tion and Bufineſs. This muſt proceed from the 
very great Neglect of the inferior Officers in and 
about this City, who ought to put the Laws 1n 
Execution; for in thoſe Places where Magiſtrates 
take Care to keep Conſtables and other Officers 
to their Duty, they have little or no 'Trouble of 
this Kind, eſpecially where there are Work-houſes, 
Txr Magiſtrates of Briſtol have that City uns 
der ſuch excellent Regulation, that Forei 
| Beggars dare not appear; they are not troubled 
with obnox1ous Sights, ſo common with us; their 
Work-houſes are terrible enough to them; for as 
ſoon as any of them are eſpied in the City, they 
arc taken up and whipt : And where-ever Work- 
houſes have been built (if well directed) the Pa- 
riſi Rates have been much leſſened; and doubt- 
leſs when the Mafter of the Work-houſe, and o- 
thers under him come to be experienced in the ſe- 
reral Employments the Poor are put to, aud per- 
form their Duty with Integrity, there will be 
little Occaſion to waſte the Pariſh Money u 
:crJons that are able to work; and even Children 
would ſoon come to ſpin or do ſomething for a 
Maintainance. The Ouakerys Work-houſe in the 
City of London is an Example of this Kind; the 
poor Orphans among them, as well as the Children 
of ſuch Poor as are not able to ſubſiſt them, are 
put to their Work-houſe, where they are taught 
o read and write certain Hours of the Day, 
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ſtitution was not made general thro” the Nation, 


to appear abroad. Their Example is very perni- 


than to ſuffer thoſe Strollers to go about begging 
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find at other Times are put to ſpin, or other Viki: | 
ployments; and it is found by Experience, that 
the Children who can change their Employment 
from their Books to their Spinning, Gx. are 45 
well ſatisfied therewith, as it they had ſo much 
Time allowed them for Play; and the Emulation 
who ſhall do moſt and beſt, ſeem to be as much 
regarded by them, and they have as great a De- 
fre to excel one another, as other Children have 
at their moſt pleaſing Diverſions. . And as the Na 
tion has found great Advantage by thoſe Work- 
Houſes which have been eſtabliſhed by Act of Par- 
lament, it is a great Pity that ſo profitable an In- 


that ſo there might be no Pretence fbr any Beggar 


cious; for what they get by begging 1s conſumed 
commonty in Ale-houſes, Gin-ſhops, c. and one 
drunken Beggar is an Inducement to a great many 
to follow the ſame Trade. No Body is more de- 
firous the Poor ſhould be plentifully provided for 
than my felt; and if the preſent Allowance is not 
ſufficient, it would be much better to augment it, 
and bring them to live in a more regular Way, 


from Door to Door. I have ſeen a little 
writ by that worthy Father of his Country, 
Sir Matthew Hale, wherein he lays down Pro- 
poſitions for erecting Work-Houſes, vis. That 
the Juſtices at their Quarter-Seſſions might diſ- 
tribute the Pariſhes in their ſeveral Counties 
into ſeveral Diviſions, in each of which there 
might be a Work-Houſe for the Uſe of their re- 
ſpective Diviſions, that is to ſay, two, three, four 
or five Pariſhes to a Work-Houſe, according to 
the Greatneſs or Smallneſs of the Pariſhes wherein 
they are placed: There are ſeveral other = 
| 0 
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Rules laid down by him for the Government of 
ſuch Work-Houſes, and for ſetting the Poor to 
Work, with Methods for raiſing a Stock for em- 
ploying them, which might be improved to the 
very great Advantage of the Publick; however; 
where the People are in the greateſt Piſtreſs, there 
is moſt Occaſion to begin; and there is no Place 
ſo immediately ſtands under a Neceſſity of being 
relieved from thoſe Vagrants as the City of Lon 
don, and adjacent Parts, as is before hinted: If 
the Work-houſe in Biſpopſgate Street is not large 
enough tor holding and correcting all thoſe difor- 
derly Perſons, it is Pity but another Work-houſe 
was added for the City, and that every large Pa- 
riſh round the City was obliged to build one for 
receiving of tneir own Poor, as well as for cors 
recting all thoſe Strollers: The Difficulty will be 
to find out a Method for better putting the Laws 
in Execution, I muſt confeſs I think the Error 
is in depending upon Conſtables; they are Men of 
Buſincls and have Families to ſupport; none of 
them take the Office upon them but with Regretz - * 
and if they can find Money, rather buy off than 
ſerve in their own Perſons; if they arc forced ta 
ſerve, when the Laws againſt Vagrants ſhould be 
put in Execution, the Conſtable is about his own 
uſineſs; and, if poſſible, will not be found. I 
therefore think that the Conſtable ſhould not be 
depended upon in this Caſe, but that the whole 
Care ſhould be committed to the Beadle of every 
Ward, and their Under-Beadles, with an Augmen- 
tation of their Salaries; to make 1t worth their 
while to put the Laws in Execution againſt all 
ſuch looſe People: And; as I have obſerved, our 
Tradeſmen commonly Fine off, if they can; from. 
:rving Conſtable; on the contrary, the Place of 
Beadle of a Ward is a Place of Value, and JT 
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much ſollicited for, and Men of good CharaBtey | 
8 


are recommended to it. The like Struggle 
made in Pariſhes upon Choice of their Bead; 
and if the Beadle of each Pariſh had ale 


further Allowance for kceping the  Parithes 


clear of Beggars, in my Opinion it would he 
the likeliet Way effectually to remedy the 


Fm Diſorder we are now under. By the preſent 


Laws, every Perſon that takes up a Vagrant is in- 


tituled to the Sum of LO Shillings, to be paid by * 


the Conſtable : Now if the Beadle was directed 
to pay the ſaid Two Shillings, inſtead of the Con- 
ſtable, and the Church-Warden to repay him, and 


San! it in his Pariſh Account, and the {aid 


Beadle to carry fuch Beggar or other ä 
the Work-houſe, there to be ſet to Work, it 
would undoubtedly clear the Streets of ſuch Va- 
grants; and the "Beadle ſhould be ſubjected to 
Penalty if he did not exert his utmoſt Endeavour 
to take up ſucft ſtrolling Beggars, upon Informa- 
tion given him of ſuch being ſeen in his Ward, 
and even to be turned out of his Place for con- 
tinued Neglects; and doubtleſs every Alderman 
in the City would encourage ſo neceſſary a Re- 


gulation, and ſee that his Beadle docs his Duty, 


and keeps his Ward clear of ſuch Vagrants. But 
as to thoſe Creatures that go about the Streets to 
ſhew their maim'd Limbs, nauſeous Sores, ſtump 


Hands or Feet, cr any other Deformity, I am af 


Opinion, that they are by no Means Objects fit 
to go abroad; and Conlidering the Frights and 
pernicious Impreſſions which ſuch horrid Sights 


have given to pregnant Woman (and ſometimes 


even to the disnguring of Infants in the Womb) 
ſhould move all tender Husbands to delire the 
Redreſs of this Enormity, and to look upon this 
as a Charity fit to be provided tor in the oo 
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Place, by erecting an Hoſpital on Purpoſe for re- 
ceiving and ſtrictly confining ſuch People from all 
Parts of the Nation, who wander about to extort 
Money by expoſing thoſe diſmal Sights; and as it 
is probable, that one large Houſe would receive 
and ſupport all ſuch miſerable Objects; ſome 
ſmall Addition might be made to the Pariſh Rates, 
or ſome National Collection ordered to anſwer 
that Charge, and all Counterfeits ( as there are 
many) of this Kind deſerves to be tranſported. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Increaſe of the Home Conſumption of Sugar 
very great. Re-exportation ſunk to little 
or nothing. The Remedy propoſed. 


E gain'd the Sugar Trade from the Portu- 
gueſe, who ſupplied moſt Part of Europe 
with their Brazil Sugars. According to Sir F0- 
ſiah Child's Account, they commonly imported 
into Europe One Hundred, or One Hundred and 
Twenty Thouſand Cheſts annually, and ſold their 
Whites from Seven to Eight Pounds per Hun- 
dred; but as the Engl; Plantations increaſed in 
making Sugars, they brought the Price of thoſe 
ol the Bragils to Fifty Shillings or Three Pounds 
per Hundred; and fince that Time we have beat 
them out of almoſt all that Trade on this Side 
the Srreights=MMouth , But ſtill they have a con- 
ſiderable Trade up the Levant, which is ſecured 
to them by being ſo much nearer thoſe Markets 
than we; and our Turkey Merchants, as I am 
informed, buy conſiderable Quantities of them, 
as well as of the French at Marſeilles, which they 
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+ranſport to Turkey. But before we could ben 
the Bragil Sugars out of thoſe Parts of kun 
our Planters of Barbadoes and other I 
were forc'd to ſell theirs fo low as Six, Seven, or 
Eight Shillings per Hundred; and the low Price 
the Eugliſb fold theirs at diſcouraging the Brgzj] 
Planters from going on, and putting them upa | 
other Methods of Buſineſs, they happened to find 
out their Mines of Gold, which have ſucceeded 
beyond Expectation. The Conſumption of Sy- 
gars increaſing, gave us an Opportunity of railing 
ours exceedingly... . 
This Advance of Sugars encouraged the 
French to inlarge their Plantations at Martinico, 
Guardnulapa, &c. from whence France had not 
only a ſufficient Supply for their own Conſump- 
tion, but brought a conſiderable Treaſure into 
that Kingdom. SS Oy 
This Succeſs put the French upon ſeizing Part 
of the Iſland of Hiſpaniola, which being very 
fertile, and proper for Sugar, inclined ſome 
Planters to ſettle there; but wanting Stocks to 
tranſport themſelves and to ere& Works, we arc 
told the King paid for the Paſſage of all ſuch as 
were willing to ſettle themſelves and Families in 
thoſe Colonies, with an Allowance for Proviſions 
and other Neceſſaries for maintaining them 4 
whole Year after their Arrival, beſides other 
large Encouragements; which ſoon put them up- 
on making ſuch Quantities of Sugar, that they 
have of late Years generally underſold us in the 
Markets of Hambourg, Holland, Flanders, &c. 
which about Thirty five or Forty Years age 
were chiefly ſupplied by us. If a View was to 
be taken of our Importation then, and our Home 
Conſumption, I am informed that two Thirds of 


what our Plantations produced was oe 1 


AMI e 


exportation very ſoon decreaſed, and the Prize- 
Sugars taken by the French from us, not only 
help'd to fill the Markets we uſed to ſupply, but 
greatly enrich d tbemn. 
As the Declenſion of this Trade is viſible, and 
the Danger of | loſing it too apparent, ; without 
ſome ſpeedy Care, I am humbly of Opinion there 
can be no other way to retrieve it, but by inl 7 
our Plantations, and not only yye with the Frenc 


in foreign Markets, but if poſſible, to beat them 


out, as we formerly did the PortugueſGG. 
Our Planters are ſo far from being concerned 
at the. Decay of our foreign Trade, that they 
have complained too many Sugars were made 

and we may conclude will make what Intereſt 
they can with their Governors and others, to pre- 
vent their making and ſettling any new Planta- 
tions : If they can ſupply enough A Home Con- 
ſumption at a great Price, it anſwers their Pur- 
poſe. The Iſland of Barbadoes is very much 
worn out, and does not afford the Quantity of 


Sugars as heretofore, and yet the Planters live in 


great Splendor, and at vaſt Expence, while the 
French, under the Remembrance of their Pover- 
ty on their firſt Settlement of Hiſpaniola, conti- 
nue to live very frugally, and by their Labour, 
Induſtry and Fertility of their Soil, are able to 
underſell us. The only Places we can think of 


where we may inlarge our Sugar Plantations, are 


Tobago, which is an extraordinary rich and fertile 


Iſland, with an excellent Harbour, abounding 


with good Water; and we are told ſome of the 
Bahama Iſlands would produce very good Su- 
gar, and very large Tracts of Land in Jamaica 
remain untouch'd, eſpecially on the North Side. 
But that which would enable us moſt effectually 

to 


But when the War began with Frege our Re- 
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maintained at a ſmall Charge. 
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(46) 3 


to retrieve our ſupplying the Markets of Etirope, | 


would be the raifing Sugar Plantations on the 


South Part of Carolina, provided the Climate. 
We have made Enquiry of a great many Plan- 


ters, who are generally of Opinion, that no 


Country produces Sugar where there are F roſts; 
but on the contrary we are informed, that the 


74 


14 


Province of Nankin in China produces excellent 


Sugars, tho' the Country is ſo cold in Winter, that 


it is ſaid the great Rivers have been frozen oyer, | 
and that the Province of Penſab or Lahore pro- 


duces the beſt Sugars in all India, as well as the 


beſt Indigo in the World, which lies much about. 
the ſame Latitude with the Southermoſt ' Parts of 


Carolina. 


There has been Sugars made upon the Iſland 


of Madera, as well as in Old Spain, where alſo 
they arc ſubject to Froſts. N 51 
If thoſe Countries produce Sugars, I can ee 
no Reaſon why the Southermoſt Part of Caroling 
ſhould-not produce them likewiſe, eſpecially that 


o 


fine Tract of Land bordering upon the River of 
Port- Royal, a Country abounding with Proviſions 


of all ſorts, where, Negroes and Servants may be 

It is highly worth making the Experiment, to 
preſerve a Trade that has brought ſo much Trea- 
ſure into the Kingdom; but this can never be 
done without the Aſſiſtance of the Government; 
for if France give thoſe large Bounties and En- 
couragements to ſuch as plant their Settlements, 
hay ing vaſt Tracts of uncultivated Land in Petit 
gudvus, they will out-do any private Planters 
from this Kingdom. Rn 5 


It is ſaid, before the War ten or twelve 


Millions of Pounds was as much as we ſpent at 
| Home 


C 1 1 
ome annually; but of late our Conſumption 11 
1 been 3 ſixty Millions of Pounds, and = | 
| our Re-exportation ſcarcely one ſixth Part of that. . + 
If the 84 of our Luxury was equal to {| 
this in other things, the Nation would be re- | 
duc'd to a miſerable Condition. Formerly there iq 
| were large Quantities of Indigo made at famai- 
ca, and very good, but the firſt Planters. havin Tall 
rown rich, were negligent in planting it; and 1 
the French having ſent conſiderable Numbers of 1 
| poor People, at the Charge of the Crown to Hiſ- 
paniola, they ſoon fell upon that Manufacture, 
and underſold our Famaica Planters ſo much, that 
they beat them out of the Trade; ſo that what 
we now receive under the Name of Famaica In- 
digo, is generally made by the French, as I am 
credibly informed, and our Plantations come to 
Nothing, as well as thoſe of our Cocoa-Nuts, a 
great part of which we alſo have from the French. 
The Miniſters of France know very well, that 
when Planters grow rich and oppulent, they will 
2 be above their Buſineſs; and therefore 
that wiſe Nation hath taken Care to ſupply the 
Places of ſuch in their Colonies, at the Expence 
of the Crown, as I have already ſaid; and if we 
have any Regard for our Plantations, we muſt 
cnter into the like Meaſures, and find out Land 
tor ſome poor induſtrious Families, who will re- 
new thoſe Plantations, and raiſe enough of the 
two laſt Commodities to ſupply our own Con- 
ſumption. Doubtleſs the Places I have already 
mentioned, would produce enough, if induftrious 
poor Pcople were ſent over to undertake it, and 
Money lent them to purchaſe Negroes, as the 
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; | 


M B. For the better Explanation of our Imp 


tations of Sugar, and the Decay of our Reey. 


portations, I thought convenient to give hen 
The Imports and Exports for the Yea 1h, 

© 2721, and 1722, that every body may fe 
© vaſt Quantity we conſume at Home, and hoy | 
dur Exportations are decreafed ; and I am in- 


formed the three preceeding Years, and three 
following, are not more advantagious to us tha 
Home Cun- 


Import. Export ſumption 


1720 703286 0.16 121778 0 9 6815080 
1721 497549 2 21 66743 3 II 430796 3 10 
83609 2 5 333284 0 


PR OPOSAL S for enlarging out Planta 


tion Trade, and making it more profitable 


to England, by ſtrengthening the Ad if 


Navigation, and obliging all Ships that 
touch at Portugal, Ec. to come to Great. 


Plantations. | 


Britain, before they Pall return to the 


I SHALL here obſerve a Branch of 'Tradt | 
which has not been ſufficiently taken Notice, 


of, I mean the Trade drove between the Plana. 


tions, Portugal, Spain, and the Streights. | 
would not be underftood as if I deſigned to pre- 


vent the carrying of any ſort of Goods they 


now carry from the Plantations to Portugal, & 


but on the-contrary, I ſhould think it greatly to 
our Advantage, that we were capable of ſupply 
ing them with all the Commodities and Nau 
Stores they have from the Baltick, which. by 4 
4 | proper 
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) 


— Regulation might eaſily be done: And if 


itch and Tar were carried thither directly, it 


| 15 in order for their being aſterwards re-exported. 
Wr- 


is, that they diſpoſe of Cargoes from New-Eng- 


| duce in Goods which they meet with in thoſe 
Places, as Italian Silks, French Silks, Stuffs, 
Druggets, India Silk, Callico, French, Dutch, 
and Hambro' Linnens, and the Money that 
ſhould be brought to us is laid out in foreign 


England, they go back and winter there, and ſo 


ſolutely neceflary, that Ships which trade be- 
| tween the Plantations and any Part of Eutope, 
E ſhall be tied down by the ſtrongeſt Penalties, not 
| to return again to the Plantations without ta- 
king their Clearings from ſome Port of Qrzat- 
Britain: For if they are oblig'd to come hither 
| before they return, they will bring the Produce 
of their Cargoes with them, and of Conſequence 
lay it out with us, and we ſhall find, when they 


tions, the Fiſhery there will be carried on as for- 
merly: For ſome of the old Traders ſay, A long 
Time after the firſt ſettling of New-England, it 
| was cuſtomary for our Ships to go thither and 
& purchaſe a Loading of Fiſh of the New=-England= 
men, who were then the Fithermen only, and 
we the Merchants and Navigators. Such a Trade 
is now carried on between England, Newfounds 
land, and the Streights ; for a great many Galleys 
go to Newfoundland, there purchaſe a Loading 
ol Fiſh for the Streighis, 1 2 they deliver their 

Cargo, 


e Injury done to our Trade now carried on, 


land, and frequently inveſt Part of the Pro- 


Manufactures; and inſtead of coming to Oi. 


” Degrees become Inhabitants. It is therefore 
a 


are debarr'd returning back again to the Plauta- 


would anſwer better than having them brought 
| home, and allowing Ten Shillings per Barrel Boun- 


A Gs 
Cargd, and take a Loading for England Jl 
or the Baltic c. and ſo return home. If this Reo. 


lation was made, they would find it their Interes | 
to ſtick to their Fiſhing and Coaſting, ich 
am perſwaded would be more to their Advantage | 


than their Voyages to the Streighis; for where 
People have Buſineſs enough in a very ſe Em- 
ployments, it is the ſureſt Way to gain Riches, 

As the Trade now ſtands, the Dutch and Han- 
burghers freight our Ships to tranſport their 
Goods; but if all Ships were oblig'd to come 


home before they return to the Plantations, the 


HFarbours of Portugal and Spain would be always 


Dependance of the Dutch and Hamburghers for 
the Freight of their Goods, and exceedingly in- 
ere aſe our Navigation. It would alſo be a very 
great Advantage to us, to have our Goods brought 
home upon eaſy Freight from the Streigbis; tor 


if Ships arc cbliged to come to England before 
they return, all the Freight they make hither is | 


clear Profit: And fending Goods thither may al- 
ſo be done with very great Advantage to us, for 
then Ships that go in Ballaſt to the 'Plantations, 
fail ' by the Mouths of the Harbours of Portags 
and Spain, and would be glad of the Opportunit 
of taking a Freight in their Way, which may be 
done almoſt without Loſs of "Time. 


We are fallen into the Method of making 2 | 


clay'd Sugar in our Plantations, but are excluded 
from the Advantage of having the Streights for 1 


Market, being firſt obliged to bring them home, 


which with the Charge of Entring, Landing, Hou- 
ſing, Sc. amount to about twice as much as the 
Freight would be from our Plantations thithet. 
Nov in as much as the greateſt Part of the Ships 
that uſe the Barbadoes and Famaica TV are 
| 5 


( 


4%. bp ̃— 8 
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| large Frigatc-like Ships, fit for theS#reights Trade; 
| it thoſe Sugars were admitted to be carried di- 
rectly into the Mediterranean, we might diſpoſe of 
large Quantities in Spain, Leg horn, and other Parts 
of Italy, Sicily, Venice, and even to Turkey, which 
would help to pay for the Currants, Raiſons, and 
| other Fruits we have from thence... A Law was 
made ſome Time ago for burning all the Tobacco 

the Merchant thought proper to throw upon the 


Crown, at 1 + 4. per Pound, the Reaſon of which 


was the Planters had overſtock'd the Market, and 


therefore this Expedient was found out. But inſtead 
thereof, ifthe Enumeration had been taken off, and 


our Merchants had had Liberty of ſending that 
Tobacco, which is called Scrubs, and other ordinary 


Sorts directly to the Streights, the Crown might 


| have ſaved that Money, tor doubtleſs a great deal 


might be ſold all along the Coaſt of Spain, within” 


the Streights, as well as Leghorn, Coaſts of Italy 
and Africa, and would beat out the Levant To- 
bacco, ours being much more valued, but becauſe 


theirs is cheaper they now ſupply them; for this 


round about Navigation, bringing Home, Land- 
ing and Re- ſhipping, makes the Freight of ours as 
dear again as it would be to carry it directly to the 
Streights ; and to be ſure double Freight upon a 
Commodity of ſo ſmall Value, as effectually ex- 


cludes us from the Benefit of ſuch a Trade; as it 


would exclude us from the Benefit of our News 


England and Newfoundland Fiſhery, it we were 
obliged to briny our dryed Fith firſt Home, and 
afterwards re-cxport it. It is very probable if Su- 


gar, 


La of remove the Jexjou'y of thoſe that ſay the Planta- h 
uns may run away with our Trade if the Enumeration be taken 


off, it is propoſed, Thar al. Ships that carry enumerated Commodi- 


zes from the Plantations io the Streights, &c. ſhall be Britiſh © 


i, their Sails and Rigging of Britiſh Manufacture, and three 
arts of the Owners In! abitants of Great Britain. 
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gar, Tobacco and Rice and other Products ofour 
lan 


tations were admitted to be carried dirediy 


to the Streig his, we might diſpoſe of as mucho 
thoſe Commodities there, as would bring us in ſe- 
veral Hundred thouſand Pounds yearly, and 


think this new Improvement of Trade will not in- 
terfere with the Intereſt of any particular Perſon. 
As am for taking the Adi 

Freight, thereby to gain a new Market for the Pro- 
ducts of our Plantations, I would not have the lea 
Prejudice done to our preſent Navigation; and 
therefore, becauſe we ſome times ſend Tobacco, &c. 
into the Bay of Biſcay, every Ship that comes on 
her Voyage homewardsas far North as CapeFiniftre, 
ſhall be obliged to land her Goods in ſome Portof 
Great Britain, and then re-export them fromhence, 


| And if our Ships ſhould not readily meet witha 
Freight from the Streights, &c. there are Places | 


which may be mentioned at a proper Time where 


Salt makes of itſelf, and may be enlarged fo as to - 


load ſeveral hundred Veſſels with Salt in a Year, 
which may be diſpoſed of at Hambro the Baltick, 


&c. and in Time thoſe Salt-Works may bring a 
large Revenue to the Crown. This Care is agree- 


able to the Practice of Queen Elizabeth; who was 
the firſt crown'd Head that gave effectual Circu- 
lation and Spirit toour Commerce: She knew the 
right Way to enrich the Nation, was to ſend out 


as many of our Products and Merchandize as pot- | 


ſible, and look'd with a careful Eye upon thoſe 
Commodities which were imported for Luxury. 


And to put a Stop to a wondrous Exceſs in Ap | 


| £ parel about the 16th Year of her Reign, which 
0 


ad ſpread itſelf all over England; the Queen 


f obſerving, that to maintain this Exch gr 
2 


Quantities of Money were carried out of 


# Jang to buy Silks and other out-landiſh Ware 
and that many oftheNobility waſted their FR 
SV 1 ane 


vantage of this ſhort | 
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8 | 
© and run much into Debt, ſhe, by Proclamation, 
« commanded all Perſons to conform to a certain 
« nreſcribed Faſhion in Apparel, and ſhe began the 
[ Example herſeif in her own Court. We have had 
very little of this Nature ſince her Time, till this 
Kingdom was bleſſed with our preſent moſt graci- 
ous Queen, who hath given a moſt noble Example 
tor encouraging the Wear of our OWN Wan 40. 
tures, and diſcouraging thoſe Drains to the Nation 
of foreign Lace, Silks, Cc. and it is to be hoped 
her Example will be imitated by our Nobility and 
Gentry, and then we ſhall ſoon ſee the Balance of 
Trade 'turn in our Favour, and Gold and Sil- 
ver brought into the Nation to be coined as in the 
Days of Queen Elizabeth, | © 17D 


/ 
CHAP. XXVI. N 
Advantages of carrying Timber from the. 
Plantations Zo Portugal, Spain, & c. a great 
Encouragement to our Navigation. 


HH E carrying Timber from our Plantations 

1 to Portugal and Spain, hath been of very 
great Advantage to this Nation, and would have 
been much more if all thoſe Ships, upon their de- 
livering there, had been obliged to come Home 
for England, and take their Clearings out from 
hence before they could proceed upon their Re- 
turn to the faid Plantations. As the Trade now' 
is, good part of the Produce is brought Home 
to pay for the Woollens and other Mauufactures 
ſeat to New-England, &c. but ſeveral Perſons 
have let in Notions, that if we ſell our Timber 
and Boards to the aforeſaid Places, it will deftroy 
Gur Woods in America, and particularly the Royal 
Navy may want Maſts, a moſt unaccountable No- 
tion ! For I could never learn that we ever im- 


korted Fire hundred Trees in a Year (a Quantity 
| | not 
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( 54 ) | 
nat. worth ae out of a Foreſt tyche 
Of fourteen, hundred Miles long, and three gr, | 
dur hundred Miles broad. It is generally. al- 
lowed by all Ferſons that know, the Plantation, 
that the ma r ces in the Colonies ſor 
ſupplying the Royal Navy, are the Provinces of 
ain, New-Hampſhire, and the Ma ſſac huſets in 


Neu- Englaud. Therefore to take all Objections 


F 


out of the Way, it.thoſe. three Provinces were in- 


* 


tirely appropriated to that Uſe, the other Parts of, 


not only Great Britain and Ireland, but even Por. 
tugal and Spain, with the ſame Quantities that the 
now uſe to the End of Time, provided they will 
admit the young Trees to grow. For it may be 
obſerved, the little Quantity of Land that is 
acccilable in that mountainous rocky Country of 
Norway has ſupplied not only Great Britain | 
and Ireland, Spain, Portugal, France and Han- 


ders with Timber, but even Holland itſelf with 


Piles for their Dykes, Sea Walls and Foundations 

af Houſes, which are thought to be more than are 
growing upon all the acceſſable Ground of Mor- 
way. The greateſt part of Europe is ſupphed' 
with Pipe, Hogſhead and Barrel Staves from Ger- 


many, and the Dutch with Oak Timber for 


building their Ships, and manufacturing into 
Clapboard and Wainſcot by their Saw-Mills, with 
which they not only ſupply this Nation, but ſeve- 
ral other parts of Europe, and yet the Germans are 


ſwo far from apprehending any Danger of not being 
* l with the increaſing Growth of their Oak 
11 


mber, that they would eſteem it a particular 


HFappineſs to have their People employed in cut - 


ting it down, and hauling it to places of Naviga- 
tion. I he Foreſt of Mount Libanus, which is but 
a ſmall Tract of Land, the wooded part of . 


the Colonies in America, would ſufficiently ſupply, 


— 

fo big as 7drkſhire, has ſupplied amazing Quantities 
of Timber. Solomon in his time employed a g 
Number of Hewers of Wood tor building the Tem 
ple. The Tyrians, Sidonians, and all that Coaſt, 
were ſupplied with Timber from thence for their 
Buildings and Shipping; and Hiſtory tells us, H 
Jerandor the Great was ſupplied with Timber from 
thence for carrying on his Bank from the main Land 
to the Iſland of Tyre, and all ſucceeding Ages have 
been conſtantly cutting down the Timber, and yet 
it is ſaid there is as good there as ever: If thoſe pla- 
ces have furniſhed Europe and Aſia with ſuch vaſt 
Quantities for ſo many Ages, and the Timber cut 
down conſtantly ſupplied with a Growth of new, 
what may not be expected from ſo large a Tract 
of Ground, ſo well repleniſhed with Trees and na- 
vigable Rivers as our Plantations are? I give 
theſe Inftances to obviate the Miftakes ſome Gen= 
tlemen are under, who think our Foreſts in Ame- 
rica can be hurt by cutting down our Timber. 

Some have made it a Doubt, whether it is pru- 
dent in us to let Portugal, Spain, or the Streigbis 
have Boards and Timber from our Plantations ; 
alledging, That if they are ſupplied, they may 
build Merchantmen and Ships of War, and may 
in time interrupt our Trade and Navigation; for- 
getting, we muſt ſuppoſe, that the Dutch will ſup- 
ply them with as much German Oak as they want, 
which is much better for Shipping than our Co-, 
lonies produce. ; 11 

The Spaniards themſelves have great Quantities 
of extraordinary Oak, and fine large Pine Trees 
nt for Maſts, eſpecially in Arragon and Catalonia, 
near the Ebro and Seg ra; but their indolent Tem- 
per is ſuch, that if they can purchaſe what they 
want with Money, they care not to ſtretch out a 
Hand to help themſelves; and I ſhould be very 

ſorry 


| ; 3 ( 3 6 ) ** 1 
ſorry that we ſhould ſtir them up to a Neceſſty 
Fro eas induſtrious > __ : | Ch 

I The Value of Timber among ourſelves has given 
Gentlemen that Notion, becauſe it fetches, 3 
great Price in this Iſland, it muſt conſequently 
be valuable all over the World: But it they were 
in America, and there beheld the great Labour of 
the poor Planters to clear the Ground of the 
Wood, (and the vaſt Numbers of fine Timber 
Trees that are haul'd together and burnt) before 
it can be fit for any Uſe, they would certainly 
think it abundance of Prudence to have it cut 
up into Boards, and other Uſes, and tranſport it 
to Portugal and Spain, and the Money remitted 
to England; for there is no Merchandize more 
profitable than Timber, being the moſt bulky, 
and conſequently employing the greateſt Numbers 
of Ships and Sailors, with a very ſmall part of 
the National Stock, which is ſufficient to give it 
all imaginable Encouragement. „ 
This Merchandize is what has bred the King 
of Denmark ſo many Sailors, and enabled him to 
fit out a Royal Navy, and his Subjects of Nor- 
way to build ſo great a Number of bulky Ships, 
dy which they have enrich'd themſelves to a much 
greater Degree, than the Farmers of the fertile 
Countryof Poland have done by their Corn : It 
this Timber Trade has been ſo advantageous to 
them, why may it not be ſo to, England ? We 
have for the moſt part the ſame Markets ; we 
ſhall thereby have Opportunities exccedingly to 
inlarge our Navigatipn, and the Wages of a Sail- 
or very much exceed thoſe of a Ploughman, La- 
bourer, or Manufacturer; their Food and Cloath- 

ing are from ourſelves, and if they ſhould carry a 

Loading of Timber from the Plantations to Span 

or Portugal, and return to England, not ow 

c 


„ | 
the Merchant's Profit, but the Profit of the Own- 
ers of the Ship, and the Sailors Wages, would 
all be brought home and ſpent here. = 

I have = conſider d the Advantage a Tim- 
ber Trade would be to us between the Planta- 
tions and the Streights, and I cannot ſee but a 
Thouſand Acres of Timber Ground in America 
may be made more advantageous to England, 
than a Thouſand Acres of Corn Land within 
ou: Elves. We will ſuppoſe a Thouſand Acres of 
Corn Land may produce Thirty Crops of Corn 
in Fifty Years; that every Crop may yield in Hol- 
land, (being our moſt certain Market tor Corn) 
Four Thouſand Pounds for every Year of the ſaid 
Thirty Years, which is One hundred and twenty 
thouſand Pounds. 3 5 

We will likewiſe ſuppoſ® that Twenty Acres 
of Wood-land in America may afford Timber 
enough to load Four Ships of Six Hundred Tun 
each, and their Cargoes carried to Spain or Portu- 
gal, and there fold for Nine Hundred Pounds 
each. "Theſe Thirty Six Hundred. Pounds are all 
produced by the Manufacture and Labour of our 
own Poor, and National Stack in this Shipping. 
Theſe Thouſand Acres will take Fifty Years Cute }. 
ting, and Fifty Crops at Three Thouſand Six Hun- 
dred Pounds per Crop, is one Hundred and Eigh- 
ty Thouſand Pounds; I think I have allowed 
double the Quantity of Land neceſſary to pro- 
duce Four Ships Loading of Timber. It is very 
well known there is ſuch a Pr enſity in the Land 
ol America to run into Wood, that when it has 
been tilled ſo long, that it would bear nothing, jet 
has within the Space of Thirty Years, been loaded 
with avaſt Number of Trees, many of them above 
a Yard and a Half in Girt fix Foot from the 
Ground, Timber grows there ſo very quick that 
we are informed, ſeveral Sorts are at their full 
Growth in Fifty Vears. 

H CHAP. XXL 


Methods propoſed for making Perſons con. 
/  demned for Tranſportation uſeful to the 
VNMoution, and finding Work in the Plan. 

tations for thoſe Wwe cannot employ at 
Home. - ob. 


IN the Year 1716, there was a Paper laid be- 
fore the Lords of Trade for encouraging the 
raiſing of Hemp, making of Iron, Pitch, Ta, 
and other Things in our Plantations, wherein 
Mention was made of the Difficulty of carrying 
over Servants that were inclin'd to tranſport them- 
ſelves. Soon after there was a Law made which 
did mitigate the Penalties of ancient Laws, parti- 
cularly that of the firſt of Fames the Firſt, to 
revent the carrying away the Subjects of this 
Kingdom into Popiſh Monaſteries; as well as ſeve- 
ral other Laws, which were then turned againſt the 
Merchants and Captains ot Ships that tranſported 
thoſe Perſons into our Colonies. The redreſſing 
thoſe Laws in Part, hath been of great Conyeni- 
ence to the Traders in our Plantations; but ſtill 
Part of them remain, which prevents tranſporting 
Servants, and thereforc great Numbers that hap- 
pen to be out of Employment, and have no pol 
ſible Way of recommending themſelves to any Set- 
vice, are forced to ſtarve, or fall into the Practice 
of picking of Pockets, Thieving, or other wicked 
Courſes, to ſupply their immediate Neceſſities; and 
by continuing this Practice, run from one Evil 
to another, till at laſt they come under the _— 
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16 _ 
ence of Felons, viz. Tranſportation or the Gal- 
ew Now as there cannot be an Act of greater 
Charity or Humanity, than to put thoſe People 
into a Way of getting Bread for themſelves; it 
they were ſent into the Colonies, and put upon 
railing and dreſſing Hemp and Flax, I am of O- 

inion, they might not only find a moſt profitable 
pinion, they mig 4 
Employment, but alſo thoſe that are condemne 
for petty Larceny, or any other Crime leſs than the 
Penalty of Death, being ſent thither might be 
rendered u eee. | 
Sir J ah Child ſays in his Diſcourſe of the 
Trade of the Plantations, * That Virginia and 
© Barbadoes were firſt peopled by a Sort of looſe 
< yagrant People, vicious and deſtitute of Means 
to live at Home, and employ themſelves about, 
© or had ſo misbehaved themſelves by Whoring, 
© Thieving, or other Debaucheries, that none 
© would ſet them to Work.” Thoſe (he ſays,) 
© had it not been for our Plantations, muſt Have 
© come to be hang'd or ſtarved, or died untime- 
© ly of ſome miſerable Diſeaſes, or ſold themſelves 
6 fie Soldiers, to have been knocked on the Head, 
dor ſtarved in the Quarrels of our Neighbours, 
as many Thouſand brave Engliſhmen were in the 
© Low Countries, and yet we ſee ſeveral of thoſe 
© People behaved well, and arrived to great E- 
© ſtates, and help'd to enrich their Mother Coun- 
* try. And as an immenſe Wealth hath accrued 
to us by the Labour and Induſtry of thoſe Peoplz 
that have ſettled in our Colonies, fo a mighty 
Profit may be added by raifing there, Silk, Hemp, 
Flax, Iron, Pot=aſh, Cc. of which I have treated 
in this Diſcourſe. France has, as is already related . 
ſent over great Numbers of their vagrant People 
to their Settlements on the Miſſſippi, (upon 
the Back of ours of Carolina, Virginia, and 


Mar- 


0 


Maryland) and down. the River St. Lamrenc: 


they are put upon ſundry Improvements, The 


Numbers reported to be ſent thither are almoſt 


incredible; the King pays the Charge of Trans- 

rting. them, and maintaining them a Year 
after their Arrival; skilful Pertons direct them 
in the ſeveral Employments, and get as many af 
them as they can married, and then the ingenious 
and induſtrious aſſoon as they are qualified to under: 
take any Buſineſs, have their Liberty, and u Quan» 
tity of Land aſſigned them. This nduſtry of the 
French has greatly encreaſed their Re- exportation 


of Sugar, and very much leſſened ours; and ii 


once they can bring their Settlements to bear upon 
the Back of ours, along that moſt fertile Valley which 
great River Ohio, navigable for above 300 Miles, 
even from the Fountain, we may expect they 
will gain great Part of the Lobacco I rade alſo, 
Now as the Crown is at the Charge of tranſport- 
ing the Convicts, Places might be appointed 
for all Perſons to repair to, that cannot find Me- 
thods of Suſtſiſtence at home, in order to be tran- 
ſported to the aforeſaid Colonies. We knoy the 
greateſt Part of the Convicts are bold daring de- 

Ade! People; but many of them, when they 
arc tranſported into the Colonies,. we are aſſured 
come to ſeyere Repentance for their paſt Lives, 
and become very induſtrious; if Proviſion was 
made to allow each of them 100 Acres or more of 
Land tree for ſome Time, and afterwards to pa), 
by Way of Quit Rent, one hundred Weight, be- 
ing 112 Pounds) of well dreis'd Hemp or Flax; tor 
every 100 Acres ſo granted them, the Proſpect af 
having Land of their own, would induce themto 
| continue their Induftry 5 His Majeſty gr 


is watered with the River Overbachee, and the 
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y receive ſufficient Supplies of Hemp and Flax 
2 the] Royal Navy, 4 cevenue that would tar 
exceed any Income that the Government receives 
{rom any of our Colonies; and being under no 
Difficulty to ſubſiſt, they would marry young, in- 
creaſe and multiply, and ſupply themſelves with 
every thing they want from us, but their Food 
by which Means thoſe vaſt Tracts of Land now 
waſte will be planted, and ſecured from the Dane» 
ger we apprehend of the French overerunning 
them, which was formerly taken Notice of in a 
Letter concerning Naval Stores, where Mention 
is made of their Encroachments upon us in Nova 
Scotia; their getting from us Cape Breton, and a 
Right of Fiſhery upon Newfoundland ; their ſeiz- 
ing and ſettling Part of Hiſpaniola. They have 
built the Forts of Mobile, Penſacola, Halbamas, 
Cuſatees, Prudhome, Creve-caur, La Salle, 
Deonville, Frontenac, Mont Real, and ſeveral 
others from the Mi ſſiſippi, and ſo down the River 
St. Lawrence upon the Back of all our Settlements, 
If we have any Senſe of the Value of that commo- 
dious Tract of Land, it ought to put us upon ſe- 
curing to ourſelves ſuch excellent Colonies, which 
may, it properly improved, bring this Nation a 
very great Treaſure, and at leaſt build ſome Forts 
upen the Apulachean Mountains, to ſecure us the 
Right of the Mines contained in them, to pro- 
tect the Indian and Skin Trade, and to preſerve 
the Navigation to ourſelves of thoſe great Rivers 
which have their Fountains in the ſaid Hills, and 
empty themſelves through Carolina, Virginia, 
Maryland, &c. into the Virginian Sea. The Dutch 
while they had New-70rk, tortified it, built Fort 
Albany, and ſome other Fortifications ; and ſeeing 
the methods theFrench take to fortiſy places ſo near 
us, and the Care of other Nations to ſecure their 
; Colonies 


(1685) - RT 1] 
1 ſtirred us up to do the like. : But adr 3 wit | 


* * 


i Colonies a * r 


the Time is drawing near when thoſe Colon 


will be more valued, and a greater Care taken to 


improve and preſerve tge. 
I 0 thoſe Conyicts, Vagrants, and uſcleſs People, 
we may add the Labour of Negroes. or Slaves, 
which doubtleſs would bring greater Incomes, to 
this Kingdom by their Employment, than'the 
Mines of Mexico and Peru bring to Spain, accor- 
ding to the Numbers ſo employed. - th 


be objected here, That the raiſing 


IT ma 

Hemp, Flax, Pot-aſh, Silk, Ec. are troubleſome 
Undertakings, that beſide, Concerns of this Na- 
ture will require ſome TINY to ſupport them, 
and that it is difficult to find out Perſons p 

to direct ſuch Affairs, and will requiregreatLength 
of Time to put every thing under its proper Or- 


der and OEconomy. It is anſwered, there neter 


was any new Undertaking or Colony ſettled, but 
required ſome Thought and Expence to put them 
in good Order, and without, common Improve- 
ments cannot be carried on. But 1t is almoſtim- 
poſſible to find out five ſuch neceſſary Articles as 
Hemp, Flax, Silk, Iron and Pot-aſh, for carry- 
ing on the Manufactures of this Kingdom, that 
can be done with ſo little Trouble, which is very 


well known by every body that have beenemploy- | 
ed therein. After King Henry the Fourth of 


ars, he, the better 


France had ended the Civil W 


to increaſe his Revenue, eſtabliſhed all ſorts of | 


Manufactures, which, according to Puffendorffand 
others, drew great Riches into that Kingdom. 
That great Prince knew very well the Way to en- 
able his People to pay their Taxes, was firſt to en- 


rich them; that as he propoſed the eſtabliſhing of 


all manner of Manufactures, he muſt bring 


hh — p os was vo e r 


663 
from other Countries perfectly well skilled in cat» 
rying them on. I have ſpoke with. ſome Refu- 
gees that came from Brittany upon the Perſecution 
in France, who were the Deſcendants. of thoſe 
very People that he had brought out of Holland 
and Flanders, who firſt eſtabliſhed the Linnen 
Manufacture there; the ſaid Prince ſpared: no 
Coſt to effect it, he gave them very large Encou- 
ragement ; he was at the Charge of ——_— 
Flax and Hemp Seed from other Countries, which 
was given toſuch Perſons as would ſow it. King 
William was equally apprehenſive that Manufac- 
tures, and employing the Poor, was the Way to 
gain Riches; he knew very well the happy Cir- 
cumſtances of thoſe Princes whoſe Subjects had 
Riches enough to ſupply their Prince with Money 
| todefend their Rights and Properties ; and as his 
whole Lite ſeem'd to be devoted for the Preſer- 
vation of the Liberties of Mankind, where it was 
in his Power, he put all Opportunities into their 
Hands of getting Riches to defend their Rights; 
he promoted the eſtabliſhing a Linnen Manufac- 
| tury in Ireland, in the Beginning of his Reign, 
and ſent thither French Refugees killed in 
| carrying it on, and the Parliament of Ireland have 
followed the Example of that great Prince; they 
have at a very large Expence imported Flax and 
Hemp-ſced from the Eaſt Country, and gave it 
to ſuch as would ſow it; they have alſo given 
further Encouragement to Men skilled in the 
Linnen Manufacture to direct the People in the 
beſt Methods of carrying it on; and if ever the 
raiſing Hemp and Flax, and other Manufactures 
that I have here treated on, come to Perfection in 
our F/antations, we muſt act as France, Ireland, 
and other Nations have done upon the like Occa- 
lion, and not only ſend theſe People Seed, ſuch as 


wlll 
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will ſuit their Climate, either from Italy, Bop, 


) 


or the £aff:Country; but Men well skilled, a; 
alrcady obſcrved, muſt be ſent over todire@then 


As private Famihes are willing to advance Sum 


of Money to receive them again atter ſome time 
with a bountitul Increaſe, our great Family, the 


Nation, I hope, will, as one united Body, be 


dy to advance Money, where there is ſo promili 
a View of Intereſt. France could not have enjoy. 


ed the Advantages of the Silk and Linnen Ming 


factures, which now entail to them fo great 4 
Part of the Trade, and Gold and Silver of the 
Spaniſh me Indies, it Henry the Fourth had not 
laid the Foundation of them. We know who 
ever plants a Vineyard muſt be at ſome Chum: 
and Care to bring things into good Order, au 
wait ſome time before he can drink of the Wine; 
o muſt all Governments before they can receine 
Profit from any new Undertakings. The Char 
that France was at to get Joſes van Robee out of 


Holland ; the giving him what Encouragement 


he defired, and free Exerciſe of the Proteftant 
Religion for himſelf, and all he ſhould bring with 
him, ſhew, that Lewis XIV. knew ſuch euch 


as eſtabliſhing of Manufactures in his Kingdom, 


could not be too dear bought; and as I har 
mentioned the Czar of Muſcovy, and his greit 
Undertakings and Penetration in Trade, I think 
it neceſſary here to mention them again, He hat 
taken Steps beyond any Monarch mention'd in Hi 
tory ; others have given great Prizes to get skiltu 
Workmen into their Country, in which he bs 
been as forward as any of them; but beyond al 
this, hc hath not only travelled over Europe bim 
ſelf, and wrought like a Mechanick to gain Ex 


7% 6 5 but ſent young Men, his natural bon 


Subjects, into ſeveral Parts of Europe, and _ 
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| them Apprentices, and gave large Sums of Mo- 


ney to have them inſtructed in the Knowledge of 
Manufactures mY ſome of which were placed in 


ieee, ben the; Ave. or: prong 
| Watch-making, &c. ſome in our inland Towns, 
as Birmingham, Sheffield, &c. to learn the Art of 


working in Iron, and other Parts to learn the 
Woollen Manufacture. Here we have nothing 
to do, but to put our People upon eaſy and fami- 


lar Employments, ſoon underſtood by almoſt every 
Body; for the Trouble of directing and regula- 


ting ſuch a Number of People as we have now 
mentioned, cannot be greater than the raifing of 


Loldiers, or putting Officers into the Cuſtoms 
or Exciſe, which we ſee are become familiar 
and eaſy to thoſe that are inſtructed in them, 


An Officer will go to any Part of the Kingdom 
where he thinks he can make up his Company or 


Regiment, and great Numbers of ingenious Men, 


who are deſtitute of Employment, think no Pains 
too great, nor Study too tedious, to fit themſelves 


for the meaneſt Place in the Cuſtoms or Exciſe ; 
and no doubt, if Enquiry was made after skilful 


and induſtrious Men to direct and inftru&t People 
in the aforeſaid Employments, we ſhould find, 
Men well qualified for the Work, would offer 


themſelves. 
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Reaſons mw the Demand for our ulli 
Manufafures do not encreafe.” People a 
Buildings encreaſed. Neceſſity of encregſig 
Manufacturies to employ them. Efab 1 
ing the Linnen in the North, as projitabl 
as the Moollen in the South. Advantag 
of bringing Pig-Iron, &a. from our Cul. 
mes. Methods propoſed for enriching oy. 

ſelves and them. 8 
II is ſuppoſed that Egypt, the Tyrians and Cot 
1 of Syria, were the firſt that entred upon the 
Linnen and Woollen Manufacturies, and as War 
and Perſecutions aroſe, ſome of them ſhifted fron 
place to place, and at laft carried thoſe Manutz- 
turics among the Flemmings, who raiſed Flax and 
Hemp of their own, and have carried the Linnen 
to the higheſt Perfection of any place in Euro, 
and alſo made various and great Improvements in 
the Woollen. "Theſe two Manufacturies drew 
Multitudes of People to ſettle in the 17 Proviu- 
ces, which made them abound with thoſe Num- 
bers of Cities, Towns and Villages, ſurpaſſing any 
place upon the Globe of the like compaſs of Ground; 
and England having the greateſt Quantity of the 
beſt fort of Wooll, they purchaſed that from us 

and vaſt Quantities were exported to Flanders. 
EDA the Third ſaw the Advantage of 
the Woollen Manufactury, and made a very fait 
puſh for having it removed hither, and took pro- 
per Mcaſures for eſtabliſhing it here as is before 
mentioned, but for Want of the like Care in hs 
Succeſſors, it did not take Root till the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. In her Time that Manufac- 
tury was ſo effectually cſtabliſhed, that a mighty 
Progreſs was made therein, and encreaſed fo con- 
| ſiderably, 


/ 
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| ably, that they gained the Reputation of be- 
nas bo in 1 and a Market was opened 
{or them not only into Spain, France, Italy, and 
Germany, but into Raſſia, the Baltick, Oc. and 
carried by Way of Archangel into Perſia, and 
alſo a Trade ſettled into Turkey. 7 I 
ENGLAND carried on her Trade in the 
Woollen Manufactury a conſiderable Time, and 
the reſt of Europe carried on the Linnen and o- 
ther Manufactures, and exchanged them with us 
| for our Woollens. But the French endeavour- 
ing tocnlarge the Trade and Manufacturies of that 
Kingdom, tound out ſeveral Ways to prevent the 
Importation of our Woollens into France, by 


W cauſing them to be thrown into Water, and then 


to be ſhrunk and new dreſſed before they were 
| admitted to be fold ; thoſe vexatious Ways, to- 
gether with the high Duties impoſed upon them, 
ſoon tired out the Engliſp Merchant, and amoun- 
ted to a Prohibition. | 
| Thoſe Proceedings gave Spirit to Sweden and 
| ſeveral German Princes to follow the Example of 
France; they were alſo willing to try whether 
they could not lay the Engliſh Woollen Manutac- 
tures under ſuch Prohibitions and Difficulties, as 
ro exclude the wearing them in their reſpective 
Dominions; how far they have ſucceeded is too 
well known. 5 

We may judge what Part France has gained 
from us, by examining into the mighty Demand 
there was for our Woollen Goods when France was 
vifited with the Plague, and were ſtopt from ſup- 
pling Foreign Markets: The Demand for our 

oollen Goods increaſed to ſo great a Degree, 
that the like has not happened for many Years, but 


4s ſoon as that Country was freed from the Plague, 


they again ſupplied thoſe Markets as former! 75 
and the Demand for ours gradually ſunk. 


12 Now 
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bliſhing other Manufacturies for employing out 


Conveniencies we have for carrying on the grea- 


ney. 


at the Deſire of the Lords of Trade and Penta“ 


R ; 
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Now as we have greatly increaſed in ont Bül. 
dings and Inhabitants within theſe Forty Ve 
and have ſo many Competitors in the Way, 
Manufa&tury ; and France, Ge. has gained 5 
great a Part from us; and ſo many Places ende. 
vour to keep out our Woollen Manufactures, 2 
ſtill continue to import their Linnen, Hemp, F 
Iron, Pot-aſh, Timber, &c. upon us, Which dr 
a very great Treaſure annually out of this King. 
dom: Some Methods muſt be found out for <<. 


Poor, otherwiſe our preſent Riches will decreaſe. 
our Lands fink in Value, and our ManyfaRtuirr 
be forced to go into other Countries to find Em- 
ployment ; and if they ſhould, I am afraid the 
Misfortune would be ſeverely felt, but this muy 
be prevented ; for if we will examine into the 


eſt and moſt profitable Manutacturies, we ſhall find 
that by a right Regulation of the Improvements 
that may be made, eſpecially by modelling the At 
fairs of the Colonies, we may equal, if not exceed, 
any Nation in Europe, in railing Materials for 
carrying on the Linnen and Silk Manufacturies, 
either of which is thought to be as conſiderable 
in the World as the Woollen, and no way infe- 
rior to it in Point of Profit. NETS 
Ihe making and ſupplying ourſelves with Pig 
and Bar Iron from the Colonies, is alſo very mate- 
rial, ſince Foreigners draw between two and three Wi 
hundred thouſand Pounds per Annum from us for 
that Commodity, and all to a Trifle in ready Mo- 


Sometime indeed there is a mighty Enquiry into 
Trade, and Perſons are called upon to give their 
Thoughts, but commonly thoſe Pagen dye. 
In the Year 1716, a Memorial was drawn up 


tions, 


„ 
tions, wherein ſeveral Improvements were p po- 
ſed for nun Naval Stores, among the reft Iror 
was one. Their Lordſhips were told, that Pig 
and Bar Iron being Undertakings that could not 
be begun nor carried on without great Expetice, 
thoſe Perſons that attended were put in Expecta- 
tion that they ſhould have ample Encouragement, 
which engaged them to make a Beginning, and 
ſome Works were erected there at a very great 
Charge to the Undertakers. They have ſeveral 
Times ſince applied for having the fmall Duty on 
Pig Iron taken off, but even that has not been 
done, and Bar Iron ſtill continues to pay the Duty 
as foreign Iron, tho' what is made in the Planta- 
tions is and muſt be made by Men of Eſtates in 
this Kingdom, and the Profits accruing to our 
Mother Country almoſt the ſame as if the Iron 
Mine was dug out of the Earth here, and made 
into Bars; what this proceeds from is a Myſtery, 
Teeing we are obliged to bring in between two and 
three hundred thouſand Pounds worth of Iron 
annually from foreign Nations, and if the making 
ot Iron was encouraged in the Plantations, we 
might ſupply all the Coaſt of Africa, both within 
and without the Mediterranean, as well as Tur- 
key, Italy, Portugal, and even the Eaf# Indies, it 
being a Merchandize that can be exported at a 
ſmall Expence, becauſe it ſerves as Ballaſt every 
where, and in the Circulation of Trade, what it 
is ſoid for Abroad would be remitted Home, and 
add asmuch certainRiches to the Nation,as if the 
were dug out of a Silver Mine in our Plantations, 
anc ſent us Home directly. It is ſtrange that this 
great Charge to the Nation ſhould not be thought 
ot, and Encouragement given to the Subjects of 
this Kingdom, to ſet up Iron Works in the Plan- 
tations, and there employ the national Stock, ra- 
ther than let Foreigners run away with ſo great a 


Sum. 
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(70) 
Sum. I would farther obſerve, we allow the 
Exportation of our Coals to Holland, Flanders. 
France, Ec. at 35. but what is brought to London, 
if I miſtake not, pays near 10s. per Chaldron 
Duty, fo that the Hollanders and Flemmings, &c. 
under-work London, where the moſt and fineſt 
Steel and Iron Goods of the Kingdom are made, 

All other Parts of the Kingdom, where Coals 
are Water-born, pay 5s. per Chaldron, which 


forces us to pay a great Land Carriage upon Fo- 
| reign Iron into the Inland Parts of the Country, 
to be wrought up with Coals where they pay n0 


Duty. It muſt no doubt be a vaſt Pleaſure to 
thoſe. Nations, to fee the Advantage they make of 
our Negligence, for the Muſcovites have lately 
erected Iron-Works in Siberia, and the Danes 
have encreaſed theirs in Norway, which is an Ad- 
dition to what the Swedes. formerly have ſup- 
plied us with; and each of them ſtrive which 
thall gain the Eugliſh Market, the moſt conſiderable 
in Europe tor the vaſt Conſumption of Iron ; and 
whereas the Iron-Works which were erected by 
the Directions of the late Czar were in Siberia, we 
are informed they have found ſeveral Mines in 
Moſcow, much nearer Navigation; and if they 
could find a Market, it is probable they alone 
would very ſpeedily be capable of making as much 
Iron as is uſed in England, Holland, Germat)) 
&c. For as the late Czar of Muſcovy, had tri 
yelled over Europe to find out the Secrets by which 
England and Holland gain'd their Riches, and 
finding it was by the Labour of their Poor employ” 
ed in Manufactures, and exporting them to other 
Countries, he frequently ſaid he would be the 
richeſt Prince in Europe; for as he had the great- 
eſt Number of People, he would find out Methods 
for employing them: And fince his Del 


te 


Miniſtry of the young Czar have followed his Ex- 
ample, by putting the People upon all the Employ- 
ments they can think of, that thereby they may 
drain thoſe Nations of their Treaſure who do not 


make proper Inſpection into their Commerce. 


And it is to be feared this Induſtry and Emu- 
lation of theirs will cauſe ſuch vaſt Quantities to be 


thrown into this Kingdom at ſuch very low Prices, 


that will indanger the,putting down all our For- 
ges, and conſequently fink the Value of our Wood- 
lands, if ſome Care is not taken to prevent it. 
Now if Encouragement was given for making 
Pig-Iron in our Plantations, that we might be 
certain of a Supply, then all the Places in this 
Kingdom where there is Water enough, and a 
ſufficient Quantity of Wood, 1 have Forges 
erected upon them; and where Furnaces would 
not anſwer ſo well as Forges, they might be con- 
verted to that Uſe alſo. This would be a general 
Benefit to the Nation, and keep up all the Wood- 
lands in the Kingdom to their full Value. . 
But before I proceed to ſhew the great Ad- 
vantage thoſe additional Materials would be to 
carry on the aforeſaid Manufacturies, I think pro- 


per to take Notice of an Objection made by ſome 


Gentlemen, which is, that if we encourage the 
Plantations, they will grow rich and ſet up for 
themielves, and caſt off the Eugliſp Government. 
L have conſidered thoſe Objections Abundance 
of Times, the oftner I think of them, the leſs 
Ground I ſee for ſuch Doubts and Jealouſies; for, 
J. If we conſider the Situation of our Colo- 
nies, which ſtretch along the Coaſt for twelve or 
fourteen hundred Miles, and are ſeparated from 


one another with great Rivers: A very little Care 


to guard thoſe Paſſages, would make it impracti- 


cable for People the moſt deſperately inclined, 
to get into one Body. . 


2dly, 
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. aadlh. | As the Subſiſtance of the Colonies is the 


ſupplying our Sugar Plantations with Floxer 
Bisket, Pipe-Staves, Fiſh, and other Proviſiow, 
prohibiting them that Commerce would be ther 
utter Ruin, it being ſuppoſed that not leſs than 
Eight hundred Veſſels belonging to the Proyince 
of New-England, are employed in that Coaſin 
and Fiſhing Trade. EDS 
3Zaly. It is to be confidered, that our Colonic 
are under different Governments. Carolina hs 
its own Governour. Virginia has a different Go- 
vernour. Maryland and Penſilvania have their 
reſpective Proprietary Governours, and the J. 
ſeys and New York alſo their diſtin Governoum 
New England has alſo a diftin&t Government 
from the reſt. It would be wonderful they could 
form a Deſign in ſo many Governments ſo as to 
unite in ſuch a Deſign, without being diſcoyerdd 
or betraying one another, 3 
It muſt be allowed New England has ſhewn at 
uncommon Stifneſs, very different from that Re- 
gard they ought to have for their Mother Cour- 
try, or a true Senſe of the Protection and great 
Tenderneſs which has been extended to them; but 
we apprehend what has been done there has ir i 
ther riſen from the Cavils of ſome Men who ei 
deavour to make themſelves popular, than any 
manner of Advantage either to themſelves or that 
they repreſent ; and therefore as this is thought to 
be the Clamour of a few, and that the wiſe and 
thoughttul Men among them diflike ſuch Pro- 
ceedings, we think all judicious Men, when the) 
come to examine thoroughly into their Fears, vil 
ſee they are groundleſs, and that as it ſeems * 
fible for the other Colonies to joyn in any ſuch 
ſign, ſo nothing could be more againſt their own lr 
tereſt, For it New England ſhould ever 1— 


8 ——— EE ———— 


1 | 
I. be independant of this Kingdom, the ſtop- 
in * Ko lying the Sugar lands, 3 
ping t Ip D * : . 
ng and fiſhing Trade, would drive them to the 
atmoſt Difficulties to ſubſiſt as aforeſaid ; and of 
Conſequence the Part they have in that Trade, 
would fall into the Hands of the other Colonies, 
which would greatly encreaſe their Riches. But 
if ſome turbulent ſpirited Men ſhould ever be ca- 
bable of raifing any Defection, a ſmall Squadron 
of light Frigates would entirely cut off their 
Trade; and if that did not do, the Government 
would' be forced, contrary to their Practice, to do 
what other Nations do of Choice, viz. Place 
tanding Forces among them to keep them in or- 
der, and oblige them to raiſe Money to pay them. 
We do not mention this with any Apprehenſion 
WE that cver they will give Occaſion, but to ſhew . 
the Conſequences that muſt naturally follow. 
Some Perſons who endeavour to repreſent this 
Colony in the worſt Light, would perſwade us 
they would put themſelves under a foreign Power, 
rather than not gratity their Reſentments; but 
when they are asked, what that foreign Power, 
muſt be, there are none to be found but Spain, 
France and Holland; as to Spain and France, the 
Spirit of Perſecution among them, without any 
other Reaſon, is ſufficient to lay Thoughts of that 
nature aſide; beſide the deſpotick Power uſed by 
thoſe Nations differ ſo very much from the mild 
and gentle Government of Eygland, that thoſe 
ery Perſons who ſhould promote ſuch Diſturban- 
ces, would tremble at the very Thoughts of be- 
ing tranſlated from their preſent Freedom to 
the arbitrary Will of an abſolute Prince; ſo that 
there is no Expectation left but from Holland, and 
as we lye between them and New- England, we 
may eatily ag any Correſpondence. *i e 
 Hollanders upon ſome Emergencies cxerciſc an 
ablolute Power, and any Clamour againſt the State 
is taken Notice of in its Infancy, and ſoon cruſh'd; 
1 but 


1 


tice. Let thoſe: that want to be i 


keep under their Obedience by their 


to maintain, tho' they have many and great Ad- 
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but our Laws are ſo contrived and regulated, oli: 

1 N - 1 x y 2 
even where great Offences are committed, iti Fr 


ficult in many Caſes to bring the Offenders to Ju 


over the Hiſtory of their Settlements in „. 
and fce how many hundred thouſand _ the 
and regular Forces: It is ſaid there are — 
ſand. Chineſe in their Government of Batavia, thy 
pay a Crown per Month for the Liberty of excy 
citing their Trades, and a Crown per Month mont 
for wearing their Hair on » Gaſd Bodzh, dn 
Badge of Freedom, as they eſteem it, being deni ni 
them in China by the Turtarian Goveinmenti ü 
ſaid to be the Reaſon: ſo many oſ them ſettled a 
Batavia. Their Butchers are alſo: put unders 
Licenec, and pay the Magittrate a tenth Penny d 
the Value for every Beaſt they kill, and ehen 
Thing elſe is put under a Licence or Exciſe, de- 
cording to their Cuſtom ; our Colonies i have 
none of theſe Taxes to pay, nor ſtanding Armies 


vantages that no other Nation of Europe could 
poſſibly give them. They have the free Libeny 
of coming into all the Harbours of Europe us 
much as we ourſelves, a Privilege that other Eu- 
ropean Nations do not allow their Colonies; and W 
yet they all have behaved with ſo much Affection 
and Duty to their Mother Countries, and are ſo 
far from attempting to be Independant, that they 
every where unite with their Governours to bring 
the Natives of thoſe Settlements to their Subſee- 
tion; but there is a Method propoſed in this 
Diſcourſe, concerning Acts of Aſſemblies, which, 
if put in Practice, we hope will+ end all Contro- 
vertics of that Nature in our Colonies. 
As I think I have fully cleared the Difficulty 
ſome have apprehended we were under reſpecting 
the Colonies ſetting up tor themſelves, I would 
remove another that ſtill remains in the Minds | 


—:. 
of ſome People; which is, that if the Plantations 
are encouraged to go upon raiſing Hemp, Flax, 
Silk, Iron, Oc. as Toon as they are put into Me- 
thods of raiſing rough Materials, they will ſet up 
thoſe Manufactures with which we now: ſupply 
them, and ſo we ſhall be deprived of the Advan- 
rage of that Fra.... 
| "Theſe Things have often been hinted, but thoſe 
Perſons ought to know, the Parliaments of Eg 
| Jand are proper Judges how to direct and promote 
ſuch ManufaQturies as they think ought to be e- 
{abliſhed at Home, as well as thoſe in our Colo- 
' nies Abroad, and to put don thoſe they think are 
| difadvantageons to the Nation; and as they have 
given Bounties upon Pitch, Tar and Hemp, no 
doubt they will give the like upon Flax, and 
ſuch other Products as will be Materials for em- 
ploying our Poor at Home, that thoſe Commo- 
dities may be rendred as plentiful as our own 
Wooll, which would be an inconceivable Benefit 
to us, and of many Times the Advantage to the 
Colonics that ſetting up Manufacturies among 
them, and running many Irons into the Fire at a 
Time, could be to them; and ſuch Favours, toge- 
ther with the Cheapneſs of their Land, and La- 
bour of their Negroes, would give them Oppor- 
tunities of growing very rich. | 
The Manufacturers here will have Opportunity 
of employing all the Poor, and Employment for 
the Poor will make Proviſions riſe, Buildings and 
Inhabitants will increaſe, and the Landlords Rents 
will be well paid; and North-Britain the North 
ot £7g14nd, and Ireland, may be ſupplied with 
great Stores of Flax and Hemp upon ſuch eaſy 
tcrms, that it will engage Maſter Manufacturers 
and Men of Eſtates from other Countries, to go 
thither and ſet them up; and Scotland and Ire 
land, that cannot produce Hemp and Flax for 
employing their Poor above three or ſour Menths 
in the Year, may ſet up Manufacturies of Linnen, 
which may be as profitable as the beſt of our 
| Woollens in E191and, becauſe they never will 
*K 4 | want 
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want Materials to keep the Poor at Work all the 
Year round. e ie #3 + yy g . 

This ſupply of Linnen from our own Domigi. 
ons, will prevent our being drained of our Gold 
and Silver by foreign Nations, who it is thought 
draw above two Millions a Year from us for their 
Linnen, Cambricks, Flanders Lace, Threads, 63, 
But if we deſire to have thoſe yaſt Adyantages, 
we muſt, like other Nations, get Perſons of Know- 
ledge * and Experience to inſtruct our People, 

and ſhew them how to carry on the Linnen Ma- 
nufacture to the greateſt Perfection. If this is 
once put in Practice, Scotland and Ireland will 
have ſufficient Funds here from. the Produce of 
their Linnen, to anſwer all Demands either for 
ſuch Cloathing or Merchandize they may want 
from hence, or to anſwer Remittances upon all o- 
ther Occaſions. -{: 2 l 
Here will be Employment for the Merchant in 
the Plantations to buy rough Materials to be ſent 
home, and here will be Encouragement for the 
Merchants of England to buy Manufactures to be 
ſent thither; Navigation will be encouraged, and 
ſuch a Circulation of Commerce, that muſt, if 
undertaken with Application and Induſtry, infuſe 
Riches into every part of the Dominions of Greai- 
Britain. a 1055 TANTO 
And indeed one Employment depending on a- 

nother, is the true Way, not only to gain Riches, 
but to bring Manufactures to Perfection, as 1s 
practiced in the carrying on of the Linnen Manu- 
tactures of Holland, France, Flanders, &c. 

The like Dependance there is in carrying on the 
Manufacture of Watch-making, and Abundance 
of other Things that might be named. 

Now as it is plain, keeping the Planters to the 
raiſing of Materials in the Plantations, is the cer- 
tain Way to cnrich them, it is proper for creating 
a right Underſtanding and true Friendſhip between 
the Planters in the Colonies, and for making 


the Government, as well as the Manufactu- 
| rers 


K 


_ — Inte er RIES 


* Yan. Robee 64. 


——̃ —-— — 


(97) 
rers here eaſy, to come into the ſame Meaſures that 
other Nations have done Who have Plantations A- 


broad; for fince the Diſcovery of the American 


World, the ſeveral Kingdoms that have Colonies 
abroad, have thought convenient to ſpare ſome of 


their People tor cultivating ſeveral: Commodities 


roduc'd there, as well as to carry on a Trade with 
the Natives, and vend their Manufactures among 
them, but great Care has been taken to prevent 
their natural born Subjects from going upon ſuch 
Manufactures as did interfere with theirs at home; 
tor as People are the Riches of a Kingdom, if pro- 
perly employed, it would be ſad Policy indeed 
for Governments to ſpare them, be at the Charge 
of protecting them abroad, and yet allow them 
to ſet up the Manufactures of their Mother King- 
doms, whereby they would ſupply themſelves, and 
in reſpect to Trade and Commerce, throw them 


into a State of Independency, and the Commodi- 


ties for Home Conſumption that were expected to 
be raiſed by their Induſtry, intirely negleck 

Spaniards have very few of their own, yet it is ſaid, 
they take Care to diſcourage any of the Manu- 
factures of Europe being carried on in their Plan- 
tations; they will not ſuffer the making of Wines, 
Oyls, and many other Things, becauſe Old Spain 
thould have the Benefit of ſupplying them, and 
alſo that they may not be interrupted in railing 
the Produce of their Plantations. The Portu- 
Eue/e have done the like in the Brazils; and tho 
they have none of their own, rather chuſe to buy 


the Manufactures of other European Countries, 


becauſe their Planters ſhould not be diverted 
from carrying on thoſe of Sugar and Tobacco, 
and applying themſelves to their Mines. And 


ve ſee what a mighty Profit they produce to 


themſelves, and what Riches F rance, Holland, 
[aly, Oc. gain by ſerving them with their Ma- 
nufactures; this I think ought to put us upon Con- 
Aerations, what we ſhould gain if our Colonies 
were 


ed. The 
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were duly reg. 


pable to ſupply them with all fuch Manuficy 
as they ſhall want by the Induſtry of It on 


Inhabitants. The Regulations Francs has mid 


for turning every Undertaking in their Pagen, 

000 of cheir Morher C Country, t 
ordinary, that it deſerves Imitation; of which] 
have elſewhere taken Notice in this Diſcourſe. 
We have not made Inſpection into Affair 0 
this Nature as our Neighbours have done, bit 
when Neceſſity forces us we begin to flip; |) 
IRELAND is a particular Inſtance 
this; for aſter Crommvell had reduced the Natives 
and brought that Kingdom again to the Ohedi- 
ence of the Engliſh Government, great ' Numbers 
of People went over and fettled there, and ris 
ſed great Stocks of Cattle, which ſoon eneres- 
ſed fo conſiderably, that they exported greit 
Quantities of young Oxen and Sheep hither, and 
the Perſons concern'd in that Traffick, made Re- 
turns in Cloathing, Furniture, Oc. but upon pro- 
hibiting their Cattle, they were forced to manu- 
facture for Cloathing themſelves; if we had then 
laid ſome {mall Reſtrictions to prevent their run- 
ning into the Woollen Manufactury, and found out 


Methods tor putting them upon that of Linnen, 


and given Encouragement tor carrying it on, 
they would have made ſuch conſiderable Quanti- 
ties of Linnen, as would have purchaſed all their 
Woollen Cloathing from us; but this was wholly 
neglected as if it was no body's Buſineſs. Their 


Neceſſity of Cloathing drew great Numbers 


of our Woollen Manufacturers from hence, and 
making more than was ſufficient to ſupply the [n- 
habitants, they fell upon making ſuch Woollen 
Goods for the Duteh and Spaniſh Markets as weft 
made in Englaud. After ſome Progreſs therein 
the Parliament of England ſaw their cheap Wool!, 
and the Cheapneſs of their Proviſions, would 
enable them to undericll us, and conſequently rut 


4 


gulated and encouraged; being ox, 


gv0y | 


: FR. 
away with the Trade, they therefore were forced 
| to make a Law to reſtrain the Exportation of 
thoſe Manufactures to Foreign Parts. 
For as this Kingdom is the Head and Scat of 
the Eng1iſþ Empire, and is ſupported by its Manu- 
factures, Trade and Navigation, and thereby ena- 
bled to give Protection to all her Dominions, 
it could not be expected they would fuffer their 
Subjects to tranſport themſelves into Ireland, there 
| to turn their Rivals in the Woollen Manufacture. 
Nevertheleſs they took Care to encourage the 
Linnen Manufacture, by giving Liberty to import 
it freely into this Kingdom; which by the pre- 
per Care that was taken by King William, 
and the Induſtry of the Gentlemen of Ireland to 
promote it, has ſueceeded ſowell, that they are 
| nowpoſſeſs'd ofa Manufacture as profitable to them 
as the Woollen is to us, according to the Quanti- 
ties they make, and increaſing daily, which has 
cnabled them to remit great Sums of Money for 
Rent to ſeveral Noblemen and Gentlemen, Inha- 
bitants of this Kingdom, who have Eſtates in 
Ireland. Our Colonies are much in the ſame 
| State Ireland was in when they began the Wool- 
len Manufactury; and as their Numbers increaſe, 
will fall upon Manufactures for cloathing them- 
$ {clvcs, if due Care be not taken to find Employ- 
ment for them, in raiſing ſuch Productions as may 
enable them to furniſh themſelves with ali their 
Ncceſſaries from us. I ſhould therefore think it 
| worthy the Care of the Government, to endeavour 
by all poſſible Means to encourage them in the. 
railing ot Silk, Hemp, Flax, Iron, Pot-aſh, Oc. by 
| 81ving them competent Bounties in the Beginning, 
and {ending over judicious and skilful Perſons at 
the publick Charge, to aſſiſt and inſtruct them in the 
moſt proper Methods of Management; which, in 
my Apprehenſion, would lay a Foundation for 
| Cltabliſhing the moſt profitable Trade of any we 


hare. And conſidering the commodious Situa- 
5 tion 
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| tionofour Colonies along the Sea-Coat;the g 
Convenience of nayigable Rivers in all of wy 


the Cheapneſs of Land, and the Eaſineſs of raiſing 
Proviſions, great Numbers of People who are 
uncaſy in ſeveral Parts of Europe, would be glad 


to tranſport themſel ves thither to ſettle upon ſuch 
Improvements, which when onee ſet on Foot; | 


would caſily be carried on without much further 
Aſſiſtance. Now as People have been filled with 
Fears that the Colonies, if encourag d toraiſexough 
Materials, would ſet up for themſelves, a little Re- 
gulation would remove all thoſe Jealouſies out of 
the way as aforeſaid; for then our Merchants and 
Manufacturers would find it their Intereſt to pro- 


mote and aſſiſt them in raiſing thoſe Materials 


which might prove ſo much to their and our mu- 
tual Benefit. As for Example, they have never 


thrown nor wove any Silk as yet, that we have 


heard of, therefore if a Law was made to prohibit 

the Uſe of any Throwſter's Mill, or Doubling or 
twiſting Silk with any Machine whatſoever, they 
would then ſend it us raw; and as they will haye 


the providing of rough Materials to themſelyes, | 


ſo ſhall we have the manufacturing of them. it 
Encouragement is given for railing. Hemp, Flax, 
c. doubtleſs they will ſoon begin to manutac- 
ture, if not prevented: Therefore, to ſtop the Pro- 
greſs of any ſuch Manufacture, it is propoſed, that 
no Weaver there ſhall have Liberty to ſet up any 
Looms, without firſt regiſtring at an Office kept 


for that Purpoſe under the Governor of agth Pro- 
vince, his Name and Place of Abode, and the 


Name and Place of Abode of every Journey- 
man that ſhall work with him: But if any par- 
ticular Inhabitant ſhall be inclined to have an} 
Linnen or Woollen, Ec. made of their own Spin- 
ning, they ſhould not be abridged of the ſame 
Liberty that they now make uſe of, viz. to cart) 


it to a Weaver (who ſhall be licenſed the te 
e 


vernor) and have it wrought up for t 


L . | 
0 
\ 


(81) 
he Family, but not to be fold to any Perſon in a 
bea beer nor K l at any Market or 
Fair, on Forfeiture o e 
And in as much as my have been ſupplied 
with all their Iron Manufactures from hence, ex 
cept what is uſed in the building of Ships, and 
other Country Work, a great deal above one 
half of our own Exports being ſuppoſed to be in 
Nails; a Manufacture which they allow has never 
hitherto been carried on among them, it is propo- 
ſed, they ſhall for Time to come never erect the 
manufacturing of any under the Size of a Two 
Siilling Nail, Horſe-ſhoe-Nails excepted. That 
all Sitting Mills, and Engines for Drawing Wire, 
or weaving Stockings, be put down; and that 
every Smith who keeps a common Forge or Shop 
ſhall regiſter his Name and Place of Abode, an 
the Name of every Servant which he ſhall employ ; 
which Licence ſhall be renewed once every Year, 
and pay for the Liberty of working at ſuch Trade. 
That all Negroes ſhall be prohibited from 
weaving either Linnen or Woollen, or ſpinning or 
combing of Wooll, or working at any Manufac- 
| ture of Iron, further than making it into Pig or 
Bar Iron: That they be alſo prohibited from 
manufacturing of Hats, Stockings, or Leather of 
any Kind. This Limitation will not abridge the 
Planters of any Privilege they now enjoy; on the 
contrary, it will turn their Induſtry to promoting 
and railing thoſe rough Materials. 8 
If the Governor of each Province was obliged 
to tranſmit an Account of the Number of Maſter 
Smiths, Maſter Weavers, Maſter Combers, Num- 
ber of Looms and Number of Journeymen em- 
ployed in each Manufactury, to the Lords of 
rade and Plantations, with an exact Aceount 
ot all new Comers, and — laſt Place of Abode, 


they 


* 


| 
| 
| / 
| 


they would always have Opportunity of ſeeing ; the 
Increaſe or Diminution of the Manuffcturics df 


of their too much interfering with us. 


their Plow Shares, Carts, or other Utenſils, mend- 


Bolts, Spikes, or other things proper for carrying 


pect that it will be done with the ſame Eaſe that 


cult to find out thoſe Manufacturers who kee 


Window Tax. 
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the Colonics, which may be encouraged. or de. 
preſſed according to their Wants, or the Danger 


It is to be hoped this Method would allay the 
Heat that ſome People have ſhewn, (without Rex 
ſon) for deſtroying the Iron Works in the Plan. 
tations, and pulling down all their Forges; taking 
away 1n a violent Manner their Eſtates and Pro- 
perties; preventing the Husbandmen from getting 


ed; deſtroying the Manufacture of Ship- Building, 
by depriving them of the Liberty of making 


on that Work, by which Article Returns at 

made for purchaſing our Woollen ManufaQures 
which is of more than ten Times the Profit that 
is brought into this Kingdom by the Exports d 
Iron Manufactures 1 HR 

Indeed, if they ſhall ſet up Manufactures, and 
the Governmenr afterwards ſhall be under a Ne- 
ceſſity of ſtopping their Progreſs, we muſt not ei- 


i 


now it may. 


If it ſhould be objefted, that it would be diff 


Looms or Smiths Forges, £9c. To ſuch I anlver, 
That it cannot be more difficult than it is to find 
out Ale Houſes, and oblige them to take out L-. 
cenſes, or to collect the Window Lights with us; 
for Weavers and Smiths, Sc. are pales Employ- 
ments, and known by ever y in the Pariſ; 
and conſequently any Aſſeſſinent or Rate muy b 
levied upon them with as much Eaſe as the 


CHAP. XVI 


©) 
CHAP. XXIX. 


+ Danger of depending on the Czar 0 
8 1 Hemp and Flax. T7 he 4 
vantage of being ſupplied therewith, as 
avell as all other Naval Stores, from our 
own Plantations. Naval Stores from the 
Baltick, and the prodigious Quantities of 
Foreign Linnens, and Flanders Lace im- 
ported, ſuppoſed to exceed the Value of all 
our Woollens exported. Full Employment 
for the Poor the certain Increaſe of the 
Riches of a Nation, and Support of the 
Landed Intereſt. 2 


H E MP and Flax are. ſo uſeful in Naviga- 


tion and Trade, that we cannot poſſibly 

do without them; the firſt for Cordage of all 
Sorts, the latter for making Sail-cloth, as well as 
tor the Linnen Mannfactures that are carried on 
in this Kingdom; and the Czar of Muſcouy be- 
ing ſenſible we muſt have our Supply of Hemp, 
Sc. from him, has, in a Manner, made a Mono- 
der and what he ſells, will have his own 
rice for in ready Money, or Bills of Exchange, 
and the reſt in ſuch Goods as he thinks fit. The 
Neceſſity we are under for thoſe Commodities 
ought to put us upon all imaginable Care and 
Study how to provide them, leſt we ſhould hap- 
pen to be under the ſame Neceſſity for them, that 
we were in the Year 1703, for Pitch and Tar, 
when the Government of Sweden abſol utely re- 
fuſed to let us have them for our ready Money, 
otherwiſe than in —_ Own Shipping from their | 

; ; | 2 WF: BY 
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Tar Company here, at their own Price, and on 


in ſuch Quantitics as they thought fit. 050 


that Diſappointment, the Government, by allow. 
ing a conliderable Encouragement tor cary 
the Manufactures of Pitch and Tar, had fy 
Quantities from our own Plantations ; and it is 
greatly to be deſired the like Encouragement was 
given for raiſing Hemp and Flax; for ſince we 
hve Plautatious where Hemp and Flax, and all 
Sorts of Naval Stores may be raiſed, with ſo ma- 
ny and ſo great Advantages to this Kingdom, it 
would be unaccountable to leave us dependant and 


at an Uncertainty for them, and to be ſupplied on- 


ly by a Prince that will be paid for them juſt 
as he pleaſes. 2 Ne 4 
dear for raiſing Hemp and Flax; and what is 
grown here (though it is tough and makes ftror 
_ Linnea) neither dreſſes ſo kindly, nor which 
well as that which grows in warmer Climates, 
In Rofia the beſt Hemp and Flax grow in the 
Southermoſt Parts of the Kingdom, where the 
Summer is hot, and the Air clear, and yet the 
Flax is not accounted ſo good as that which 
- grows in Egypt or Italy. IE 
- EGYPT has always been eſteemed for its 
Linnen, and now ſupplies Leghorn with Quans 
tities, and the Coaſt of Syria, Aſia, Minor, Smyr- 


na, Conftantinople, and other great Cities, have 


a Supply of Hemp and Flax from thence. All 


our Colonies (which run Twelve or Fourteen 


Hundred Miles in Length, and all the Way bor- 
der upon the Sea) have very hot Summers, 
the Southermoſt Parts of them lie near the ſame 
Latitude with Egypt, and the North Part much 


about the ſame with Ancona, or Bologna in ah, 


where excellent Hemp and Flax grow; ** 
33 h | FATTY Al: ore 


ing on 
feſent 


It is very well known, that our Land is too - 


| re we have the greateſt Proſpect to receive 
mighty 8 pplies of Hemp and F ax from them. 
pat of the Land in the Colonies is very rich, 
ad of ſo ſmall Value, that there will be Oppor- 


tunity of breaking up freſh as often as there 1s Oc- 
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* 


caſion to change the Ground, which if laid down, 
will recover itſelf again with out the Charge of ma- 
nuring, as we do here, to the very great Damage 
of our ploughing Lands. Nothing impoveriſhes 
Land more than Hemp and Flax, and though it- 
is manured, that alone will not do ſo well, for 
the Land ought to be changed after three or 
four Crops, and generally the fineſt and fatteſt 
pieces are converted to that Uſe. oo TY 
Thoſe great Conveniencies of having Land fo 
very cheap, and ſo fine a Climate, which we 
know produces excellent Hemp and Flax, fo 
| commodiouſly ſituated along the Sea-Coaſt, with 
ſuch Numbers of large Rivers running up the 
Countrey to the moſt inland Settlements, where 
Proviſions may be raiſed at ſo ſmall a Charge, 
and where Work may be done by the Labour 
| of Slaves, almoſt as cheap as 1t is in India, give 
Ground to hope that we may manufacture 0 
nen here cheaper than any Part of Europe can 
import them upon us; and the Colonies be as 
profitable to us, by raiſing rough Materials 
to carry on the Linnen Manufacture, as the Suſſex 
and other Downs are for ſupplying Wooll for 
that Mauufacture, the Profits of which we have 
valued ourſelves ſo much npon, that we have ſet 
the reſt of Europe to be our Competitors therein. 
| However, a great deal of the Value we ſet upon 
| it proceds from Miſtake, we think abundantly 
more of it than it really is, the foreign Linnen 
and Flanders Lace, Linnen-Varn and Naval 
Stores imported into this Kingdom, being ſuppo- 


| 
i 
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ſed to amount to more than the Exports " "0 


Woollens. The Manufacture of Linnen in Irit. 
tany, and other Parts of France, Forty Ven 


| | Wo was thought to be better to them than th 


oollen was to us; for it was generally allow 
we took above a Million. a N t ay < 
Portugal, Spain, and the Spaniſh Neft. Indi 
twice that Value, beſides what other Countries tod 

Indeed they have in ſome Meaſure loſt their 
Trade with us, we now receive little from thence 
but what comes in by Stealth, or under the De- 


nomination of Swirz Linnen through Alſatia 
their Cambricks excepted, of which I haye elſe 


where taken Notice. And now the Emperour of 
Germany's Hereditary Countries, and other P 
of the Empire, have gained the ſupplying of u 


which has made them very rich and powerful 


Now as the Woollen Manufacture, eſpecially 
the coarſe Part, has ſpread itſelf of late into ſe- 
veral Parts of the Kingdom, which has exceeded 
the Demand, and cauſed great Stocks to lie by, 


if thoſe rough Materials of Hemp and- Flax wer 


prepared in our Plantations, the People in North 
Britain, Sc. would ſoon find the Advantage df 
falling upon that Manutacture z the laborious and 
coarſe = being performed abroad, the reſt 
would invite not only the poor and neceſſitous, 
but People of better Circumſtances to employ their 


Time in it. | 


If theſe Propoſitions are heartily: put-in Prace | 
tice, we may hope, that-by providing the alor- 


ſaid rough Materials, we ſhould - have the de- 


lightful Proſpect of ſeeing Trade. flouriſh; is 


as the Silk and Linnen. ManutaQures,  wher 
brought to Perfection, are alto ether as profitable 
to thoſe Nations as the Woollen now , to 
us; and as we increaſe in our Linnen Manuiac 


{ 
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87 
i thoſe of Silea, and all the Emperour's 
—— b e whence we take ſuch 
' Quantities, muſt abate of Courſe ; their People 
will alſo reſort to us, and help to carry them on, 
| for it has always been obſerved, where new Ma- 

nufactures are ſet up, and take away Part from 
other Country, the Manufacturers will likewiſe 
remove; this was the Caſe of the Flemmings when 
Queen Elizabeth gave ſuch great Encouragement 
to have the Woollen Manufacture removed hi- 
ther, and ours when we had that Inundation of 
China and India wrought Silks, our Weayers 
went to Holland, Flanders, France, Ec. and ſe- 
veral Streets in Spittlefields were almoſt deſolate, 
and when thoſe Silks were prohibited, the Ma- 
nufacturers returned again. Nr © oe 

It is ſuppoſed the Kuſpans expert to England 
and all other Parts in Hemp and Flax, above the 


Value of a Million a Year. If Hemp and Flax + 


be fo valuable a Product for Merehandize with 
them, there ſeems to be a much greater Proſpect 
of enriching ourſelves by raiſing them in our 
Plantations. Nr eres 

1. Becauſe they will not be ſubje& to any Land 
Carriage, but ſhipp'd immediately from the Place 
of Growth. | 

2, Becauſe Land is much cheaper in our Plan- 
tations than in the South Parts of Ruſſia. 

3. The Climate being equal with that in Egypt 
and Italy, is ſuppoſed to produce Hemp and Flax 
preterable to theirs, a 1 

Sir Fo/ab Child ſays, That in the Plantations 
of Sugar and Tobacco, every white Man there 
employs four Perſons at home; he means, we 
ſuppoſe, in providing Cloaths, part of their Food, 
and all Sorts of Utenſils for carrying on their 
| 8 Buſineſs. 


| 
i 
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Buſineſs, If Sugar and Tobacco 


de in Perfection for feeding the 


umber of Hands at home, cer e 
ſon employed in the Plauraticus in railing wa 
there return more than twice the A vantage that | 
ean be produced by Sugar and Tobacco, for they 
are manufactured in the Plantations, the refining 
Quantity that is rolled, excepted; whereas Flax 
and Hemp are Materials for employing all idle 
Hands, and of Conſequence the — Tx will 
ſoon be abated, and the Nation will find in a lit. 
tle Time what they ſave yearly thereby, will be 
more than ſufficient to encourage the People to 
* that Employment. 

mention Part of the Poors Rate, becauſe 
they muſt be maintained by our Lands if Em- 
ployment is not provided for them; and abun- 
dance are thrown upon the Pariſhes for Want of 
Work; others make that a Pretext for their beg. 
ging from Place to Place: But where Wo 
houſes have been built, tho* Materials for em- 
loying the Poor are ſcarce, yet ſome publick- 
| ted Men have there maintained them for half 
the Expence they were at before thoſe Work- 
houſes were erected : This ſhews what good Oe- 
conomy can do, and the Happineſs it is to thoſe 
Places who have ſuch Gentlemen to direct and 
aſſiſt them. | 8 

I muft obſerve, that * Silk, Hemp and Flax, 
may be carried on by the fame Hands, and not 
interfere one with another; for after the { 


owing 
of Hemp and Flax, the n 
A- Wonne d 

| "the 


* 1 can't well avoid mentioning of Silk here, but I have. 
treated of the Methods of carrying it on in a Chapter by ſel, 
to which J refer \ | 


( 
che Silk Harveſt (as it is called) is over before 
Hemp and Flax are ripe; thus the Perfons em- - 
ployed in the Silk, may turn their Hands to.that 
of Hemp and Flax, the breaking and Felder of 
which may be Work for them all the reſt of the 
Year. The Stocks and Utenſils to be employed 
in them will coſt but a ſmalt Matter, but the 
Care of the Government 2 them with Fl 
and Hemp Seed, at their firſt beginning, as wel 
as Seed for producing Silk- worms to be delivered 
to the Planters at che proper Seafons, will be 
abſolutely neceffary, and to renew the ſame if 
there ſhould be Occaſion ; and when once got into 
proper Methods the Charge wilt be over. If ſuch 
a publick Spirit prevailed now for promoting the 
neral Intereft of the Nation, as did in our No- 
| bility and Gentry upon the firſt ſettling of our 
| Plantations, we mg raiſe ſufficient Quantities of 
rough Materials for carrying on all our Home 
Manufactures. 55 N 
And if once we come to be ſupplied with Hemp 
and Flax by the aforeſaid Mechoe s, every Place 
will be filled with Flax-dreffers, and the Over- 
ſeers of the Poor of every Pariſh, where the Wooll 
Spinning Trade is not carried on, may very eaſi- 
ly come at Hemp and Flax, which they will find 
as profitable to them, as the Woollen is to the 
other; and the more diſtinct the Employment is 
the better, for many Inconveniencics have attend- 
ed one Manufacture interfering with another; 
beſide there will be an Intercourſe of Trade crea- 
ted by one Part of the Kingdom ſupplying the 
other with their diſtinct Manufactures; this will 
| give ſull wr oy to the whole Kingdom, 
and an univerſal Chearfulneſs to every Body: For 
the Poor are never happier, nor their Minds ca- 
her, than when they have full Employment; and 
M "._ - "when 
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when they arc employed, Riches are diſfued o 


the Nation. OLE n A 4 9 25 | 
It is a common Opinion, that we. have aboxe z 


* 


Million of People in the three Nations deſſitute of 


Work, but it those rough Materials, (o cf 
mentioned in this Diſcourſe,) ſhould come to be 
raiſed in our PJantations, there need not be one 


idle Perſon. Now ſuppoſe that One Million af 


People were put upon manufacturing thoſe woug 


Materials, and each Perſon earn d but one Penny 


. 


a Day, nd allowing but Three bundred wakes 


+ ** 


Days in a Year, it would amount to 1,250,000] 


Now as I have already faid, the Importation d 


foreign Linnen, Flanders Lace, and Naval Stores 
amount to more than all our Woollens exported, 
it is aſtoniſhing that ſo wiſe a Nation as this does 
not take Care to regulate thoſe Matters, and have 
the greateſt Part of thoſe Linnens made in the 
three Kingdoms. All other Nations of Eur: 
are ſo wiſe as to make Linnen enough tor their 
own Uſe, Portugal, Spain, and what is imported 
into Italy, excepted; and if the Government does 


not take Care to put thoſe poor People into pro- 


per Regulations and Employments, they mult con- 
tinue in Miſery and Want. 
Setting up the making of Pitch and Tar in our 


Plantations was very advantageous; there was in- 


deed very great Encouragement 17 to begin 
that Undertaking, which had its deſired End, and 
vaſt Quantities of Pitch and Tar were imported; 
and it is hoped ſome Encouragement will be re- 
newed again, that the Swedes and Ruſſiaus, &c. 


may not regain the Importation of that Comme- 


dity upon us. 

As to Pot-aſh, that has never yet been under- 
taken, tho' doubtleſs our Plantations, if once got 
into the right Way of making it, would ſufliciently 
ſupply us with all that we want. Our 


par fade gon, FEY 
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Our Plantations in America abound with vaſt 

uantities of. Timber, and the Navigation from 
New-England, Nova Scotia, or Newfoundland, 
is not more - tedious, nor at a greater Diſtance 
from us than the Bottom of the Bothnick Gulph, 
or Petersbourg But thoſe Places having been 
loag in Trade, and a conſtant. Demand trom us 
for that Commodity, they always have great 
Stocks of Timber ready ſquar'd, and Boards lying 
ready to load a Ship of Five or Six Hundred 
Ton in Ten or Twelve Days ; but hitherto we 
have never had Stocks lying ready in our Plan- 
tations, nor any Encouragement for building 
large bulky Ships, ſuch as are uſed by the Danes 
and Swedes, who ſail with a few Hands, and 
at a ſmall Charge. What Timber we have had 
hitherto come directly to England, has been ra- 
ther put on board to fill up, when Tobacco or 
other Merchandize has not been to be had; and 
therefore no Care has hitherto been taken to make 
it a regular Trade, which may hereatter deſerve 
further Conſideration, FERRY TOO 


CHAPF., XXX. 
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Concerning New Sn. an eben Ar 


ing ſupplies therewith.” 


4 I bach been 4 Diſpute among eh he 


ther the Manufacture of Silk, W 
innen, is molt conſiderable in the ett May 


of them-ſay the Silk Manufacture exceeds cds ct 


& 


to be Two Hun 


of the other 1 e Fey give. this Reafon for 


it, 1555 the People of China, who are compute 
wee Millions in Nudel Are 
chiefly cloathed with Silk Garments ; which h. 
diſputably demonſtrates it to abound with the 
1 Quantity of Silk of any Country in the 
orld, it being there ſo very plentiful and chew, 
that ſeveral of the Jeſuits affirm, five Suits of Sik 
do not exceed the Price of one Suit, of Woollen 
in Europe; however, I ſhall not trouble my Res- 
der with thoſe nice Calculations, only ſlew the 
great Uſe of Silk in China, and ſome other Parts 
of the World, and that there cannot be a more 
profitable Manufacture carried On. | 

It is certain that Per/ia, India and China, had 
the Manufacture of Silk long before 1t came into 
Europe, for the firſt that was  brough t, was 1n the 
ng of Auguſtus, according to Dr. Pridtaus, 

nei other Authors. 

Id manufacture. very great ' Quantities of } 
Thrown and Raw Silk in this Kingdom, which 
is thought to be ſix Times as much as it was 40 
Years ago, for then we were ſupplied with F reuch 
and Iralian Silks, all fully manufactured, 

The Silk we have rd om Italy is generally 
Throw! n, and ſerves for Warp for our Manufac⸗ 


tures, the greateſt Part from Piedmont, the * 


8 
incipality not larger than a ſmall. Engliſb CO- 
* = i eee the King of Sardinia re- 
ceives at leaſt 'Two hundred thouſand Pounds of 
us yearly for that Commodity, and all ready 
Money, for he hath loaded all our ManufaCtures 
with very high Duties, (which is in Effect a Pro- 
hibition) and admits thoſe of France at a ſmall 
Cuſtom; for. which Reaſon, they ſogply Bis Do- 
minions with Woollen Manufactures. e Prizes 
we pay him for Thrown Silk are alſo extravagant, 
being in general above twenty Shillings for every 
Pound ; nevertheleſs he appears to be very tond of 
keeping us dependant on him; for an Engine or 
Machine being erected in this Kingdom for throw- 
ing Raw Silk into Organzine, to prevent the Uſe 
thereof, we are told, he hath prohibited the Ex- 
portation of Raw Silk out of his Dominions, and 
we have now none from thence but what is got by 
ſtealth; however the Markets are open to other 
Parts of Italy. 1 | 8 | | 
The Province of Gilon, and part of the Provin- 
ces of Shervan and Georgia, are the Places that 
ſupply us with Legee or Sherbaffe, or what is cal- 
led Turkey Silk, the Price there does not exceed 
nine or ten Shilling the great Pound, but it bears 
a Land Carriage of near One thouſand Miles, and 
paſſes through ſeveral Hands, who all ger a Profit 
by it betore it comes to us. The Addition of 
Land Carriage, and ſeveral Duties paid thereon, 
we are intormed makes it ſell at Aleppo for nine- 
teen or twenty Shillings. 8 
The Silk of Bengal is much inferior in Quali- 
ty, neither bears ſo good a Gloſs, nor does half 
the Service in {ome Manufactures, nor fit for 
throwing into Organzine, ſo that at preſent we are 
forced to take of that dear Italian Silk for the 
Warp of all our Manufactures. The Silk of Ching 
| 15 
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HURT.” 
is of excellent Staple, and coſts little woe . 


one third of the Price that wWe pay for 3 
Silk, but the Duty being but A eee 
e . Turkey Raw Silk, and that being a 
four Shillings, prevent rantity from cad, 

Ee * Quantity from coming 

I have before obſerved, that the whole Count; 

of China, is in a Manner cloathed with Silk d 

their own manufacturing, Japan is ſupplied 

from thence, and their Manufactures are ſent al 
over India, Per/ia, and even into Europe, and 
the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies. Two Provinces are cl. 
teemed beyond the reft tor the Excellency of their 

Silk, viz. Chekiam and Nanking, with which it 
is ſaid Garments for the Royal Family and Gra- 
dees of the Kingdom are madſe. 

As we have but one Water Engine for throwing 

Silk in the Kingdom, if that ſhould be deftroyed 
by Fire, or any other Accident, it would make 
the Continuance of throwing fine Silk among us 
very precarious; and it is very much to be doubt- 

ed, whether all the Men now living in the King- 

dom could make ſuch another; and as we have 
commodious Rivers for that Purpoſe, whoſe 

Streams hold all the Year, and run thorough 

large Towns where ſcarcely any Manufactures are 

carried on, I am humbly of Opinion it would be 
matter of the greateſt Conſequence to our Silk 


Manufacture, to have three or four more erected, 


according to the Model of that at Derby, (though 
at the publick Charge,) which would give fome 


Hopes of keeping that Manufacture among us 


for ever; and we ſhould come in for a Part of the 


fine Raw Silk of Granada, Valentia, Murcia, 


and other Provinces -of Spain, as well as the 
Products of ſeveral Parts of Italy, in exchange for 


our Woollen Manufactures, and not be tied * 


C973 -: 
| ict Rules of paying our ready Money, as 
no _—_ to the Pale of Say; and when 
ance fully employed, the Profit in a ſhort Time 
might detray the whole Expencgſge.. 
the Duty was taken off China Silk, and made 
equal with that of Italy and Turkey, and all Du- 
ties allowed to be drawn back upon re-exporting, 
as it is NOW upon Raw, and that and other fine 
Silk thrown here, it would come fo cheap, that we 
ould be able to underſel moſt Parts of Europe, 
and draw a Demand from Germany, Holland, Flan- 
gers, Spain, Portugal, and other Places, which 
might ſave and bring into this Nation 200, O00 l. 
| yearly. bo ods nada ine 
tc Cheapneſs of thrown Silk will encreaſe the 
Demand for Turkey Silk, which may here be no- 
reed, is only fit tor Shute or Woot, and not fit 
for making Warp or Cane for any Silk Manufac- 


greater Quantity we have of fine Silk fit to be 
Turkey Silk will be uſed for Shute, and conſe- 


| for the Turkey Trade, which are given in Barter 
for the ſaid Silk. If we had not that fine [taliun 
Silk for Warp, our Conſumption of Turkey Silk 
would be very inconſiderable. 
A great deal might be ſaid upon the advanta- 
geous Proſpect of having Ching Silk to carry on 
our Manufactures; but as I ſaid ſomething on this 
Head in the Article of Trade between England 


ccllency of it, I refer to that. | 
But notwithſtanding the great Advantages I 
| apprehend we might receive by having Silk from 
China if the Duty was leflened, I am not wholly 


Care 


ture, that being all. Italiau; and therefore the 


thrown into Organzine, the greater Quantity of 


2 a greater Demand for our Woollen Cloths 


and India, and there ſpoke to the Nature and Ex- 


tor depending on that, being very well aſſured, if 


# 
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Care my aken to cultivate and imarove ms. 
fing of Silk; in our Plautations, Carling»... 
nia, Mazrylaud and Penflnakleg would'y Lug. 
the heſt of Silk, and as fit ſor Orgattzine a8 
in the World; tor theſe Countries produce "#4 
Numbers of. . Mulber reges, 
which grow wild and ſpring up almoſt every wben 
in great Abundance, which looks as it NE en 
Called us thither to propagate that Manufatture 


and if put on Foot, would in Time be of as great 
Advantage to this Nation, as any Empl 
in the Plantations; for as I have already door 
the Manufacture of Silk is a moſt profitable Ur 
dertaking, where the Land and Air is proper for 
ralfiatrit. 1: {7 15 47 39 Aongn It 
- 'Fhe vaſt Riches of China by this Manufacture 
is ſufficient to demonſtrate che great Advantage 
thereof; and the extraordinary "Freaſare the Duke 
of Savoy draws into his Country by Silk, whichis 
made in that little Principality of Piedmont, as] 
have already obſerved, is alſo another Inftarice: 
we may judge, if he draws above Two hundrel 
thouſand Pounds a Y ear from England, what his 
Profits are which he draws from Holland, and o- 
ther Places where the Manufacture is carried on to 
a very great Degree. 4 
We are informed the very Land for planting 
of Mulberry- trees in many Parts of Italy, is worth 
from three to five Pounds an Aere, and Gentle- 
men thefe, as well as in Sicily, ſell their Mulbery 


Leaves to the Poor for half the Silk they make, | 


and the Money is equally divided between them 
upon Sale of the Silk; and that the Leaves of 1 
Tree there hath yielded three or four Pounds 
Now if the "rar evans: of Silk, and the planting 
of Mulberry-trees has raiſed the Land to be f 


valuable, and ſome Gentlemen | reccive fuch oy 
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em 
4ctable Revenues: from their Crops of Leaves; | 
— Things may be expected by our en- 
couraging and promoting the Manufacture of Silk 
in our Colonies, where as much Land may be had 
for Six Pence; as in Italy for Five Pounds. And 
if great Numbers of Mulberry-trees were planted 
among the Indian Nations © bordering on our 
Settlements, and ſome skilful good tempered Per- 
ſons employed to inſtruct them in the proper Sea- 
ſons for gatkering Leaves, and feeding the Worms, 
and rewarding them bountifully for their Pains, 
| thoſe People might be brought to be very profi- - 
table Subſects to this Nation. The Spaniards, 
notwithſtanding their Pride, have found Conde- 
ſcention enough to inſtruct the Indiaus under 
their Juriſdiction, to make them very ſervieeable 
in carrying on, and improving the Manufactures 
of Indigo, Cocheneal, and ſeveral others, to the _ 
reat Advantage of New-Spain; and the French, 
5 their Settlements about the River St. Lawrence, 
the great Lakes, and even to the Miſſiſipi; take 
a great deal of Pains to inſtruct them in every 
Thing they think may contribute towards enrich- 
ing their Mother Country. They go with them 
on their long Travels in their Hunting Seaſons ; 
and now they have got Cape Breton, IJ am inform 
ed, make thoſe Indians inhabiting that Part of 
the Continent very uſeful to them in their Fiſhe- 
ries. It the Spaniards and French can draw 
thoſe People to be fo ſerviceable to them, I do not 
Tec it is impoſſible; if Kindneſs, Juſtice, and good 
Nature was ſhewed them, but they may be brought 
to be very ſerviceable to us allo 
As I have already obſerved, Ching produces 
the greateſt Quantity of Silk, Per/ia a ver great 
deal, as well as T? urkey and Italy. It may b be 
noted, that very few Places are agrecable to the 
N Silks 


„ 
Silk- worm, and no Part of the World better than 
in our Colonies, no Silk clearer, more gloſſy, of 
a better Body, nor fitter to anſwer the Uk .of 
fine thrown Silk we have from 17a1y, than the 
ſmall Quantity of Silk that has been imported 
Suathences odio 12 nb ang; 
It is generally obſerved, that all thoſe Coun- 
tries that produce the beſt Silk, border upon the 
Sea, and lie pretty near the ſame: Latitude; our 
Plantations, the Province of Gilon and Nanking, 
and Chekiam in China, all border upon the Sea, 
, and are pretty near the ſame Latitude. Thoſe 
Places in Turkey that produce Silk, border upon 
the Sea, and Italy and Sicily are in a Manner 
environed by the Sea; and the Provinces of Gra- 
nada, Murcia, and Valencia in Spain, the Places 
that produce the beſt Silk, as well as Languedet 
and Provence in France, all lie upon the Sea; 
Canton in China, and Bengal in India lie Ten 
Degrees more to the Southward, the Air of which 
Countries being hotter, 1s ſuppoſed to be the Rea- 
ſon why the Silk is of a baſer Sort. 
As 10 
and Spain, as well as to us in our Sugar and To- 
bacco Plantations, is by the cheap Labour of Ne- 
groes or Slaves, the ſame Cheapneſs of Labour 
might be of moſt prodigious Advantage to us, 
if employed in our Colonies, in producing and ma- 
king of Silk, and when that is over, may turn 
their Hands to raiſing and dreſſing of Hemp and 
Flax, the Charge being little more than their 
Cloathing from Erg/and; for the Earth there 
produces Proviſions in Abundance. | 
We are told by Gentlemen ot good Intelligence, 
the whole Charge of making a Pound of Silk in 


Ching docs not ſtand in above Five Shillings, and 


almoſt any Perſon, Man, Woman or Child may 
7352 | work 


e great Advantages that arife to Portugal 


* 


 i(-99 } 


work at it; and a Manor Woman, with a Child 


to aſſiſt in directing the Thread of the Silk, may, 
with a proper Machine, reel from the Cocone or 
Silk-bag, one Pound in a Day. 8 8 
Where they have Land for little or nothing 
and Labour performed as above, it is not reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe that Silk can ſtand in ſo much. 
Now a Manufacture of this Kind might be brought 
in a little Time to ſo great a Degree of Perfection, 
and ſuch Quantities raiſed, that I ſhould think 
the Labour of Slaves employed in this Work, 
would produce above twice as much as thoſe that 
are employed in planting either Sugar or Tobac- 
co; and as this Nation very much inclines to the 
wearing Silk Garments in Imitation of the French, 
to the great Diſcouragement of our Woollen Ma- 
nufacture, the Manufacture of Silk from our 
Plantations would not only enable us to ſupply 
ourſelves, but to be capable of exporting very 
great Quantities of Silk fully manufactured. 
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5 and States treated on in This Dieu 
It was not the Fortune of Eugland to be cn. 
fiderable | in Trade and NN on rag till the Reign 
'of Queen Eliæ Za bet h, Who by the vigorous Ap- 
ꝓlication of her Miniſtry, found Methods'of 
movin the Woollen Manufacture from Flanders, 
| 55 A efiablithed i it here, which Has made a mighty 
rogreſs, and ſpread itſelf all over this Kingdem, 
they found out Methods of enlarging Foreign 
Trade, ſent Ambaſſadors to India, Perſia, Tur- 
key, Muſcovy, Soc. where they found Markets for 
our Woollen Manufactures, and other Products 
of this Kingdom. But that which exceeded them 
all, was the finding out our Plantations by Sir 
Walter Rawleigh and others, which Diſcoveries 
were improved by thoſe worthy Patriots 1n her 
Succeſſor's Time, who compleated many Settle- 
ments both in the Sy7zarand Tobacco Plantations, 
which where indeed the Cauſe of the Encreaſe of 
.our Shipping and Navigation, and the Promo- 
ters were ſenſible of the great Advantages ſuc- 
ceeding Ages would receive, provided the ſame 
Application was uſed. But the preſent Age is ſo 
far unacquainted with the Cauſe of the Increaſe 
of our Riches, that they rather Ä 
than encourage it, and inſtead of enn, N 
0 


( 
Hold of ſome ſmall trifling; Things, which they 
think may touch their private : > pores rather 
Z than te the general | 3 and it they think 
any Commodity from the Plantations interferes 
with ſomething eye Rave at home, ſome haſty. Step 
| is taken to prevent it; ſo that tor the fake of ſa- 
| ving a Penny, we often debar ourſelyes of Things 
of a — — * YR 
This Misfortune v to an trading 
Nation, if the ä — on the A gulati- 
on of the 8 ge: not — = 
enough to diſtinguiſh nicely between 
nels C whichtheir Riches How! in _ them, and 
thoſe that carry them away; and therefore when 
Things are carried into a wrong Channel by ſome 
of the Planters, Merchants are afraid to men- 
tion thoſe Diſorders tor Fear the Remedy ſhould 
prove worſe than the Diſeaſe, The Gentlemen 
that would judge of thoſe things, ought to inform 
themſelves what this Nation was 150 Years ago, 
how we have encreaſed in Riches fince that Time, 
what Price Corn, Cattle and. Land bore then, and 
what now, and what concurring Circumſtances 
have put us in ſo flouriſhing a Condition, who 
were then ſo inconſiderable in Trade, that even 
London, the Mctropolis of this Kingdom, made 
but a ſmall Figure to what Bruges, Antwerp, and 
other Hans "Towns did, as well as the great Ci- 
tics in the Mediterranean, | 
If we examine into the Circumſtances of the 
Inhabitants of our Plantations, and our own, it 
will appear that not one fourth Part of their Pre- 
duct redounds to their own Profit; for out of all 
that comes here, they only carry back Cloathing, 
and other Accommodations for their Families, all 
which is of the Manufacture and Merchandize of 
| this Kin dom: K 
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_ "ff any Thing to ſpare, it is laid up here. ang 
| their Children ar Cor — be —_— = 

there is enough to ſupport the Family, th ne 

Here, uc only an Overſeer ir left ripon the Plug. 
tation to direct, and the whole Produce is remit- 

ted home; and if enough to purchaſe an Eſtate, 
l then it is laid out in Old England: All thoſe Ad- 
i vantages we receive. by the Plantations, beſides 
| the Mortgages on the Planters: Eftates, and the 
| high Intereſt they pay us, which is very conſider- 
N able, and 3 great Care ought to be 
| taken in regulating all Affairs of the Colonies, 
that the Planters be not put under too many Dif- 
ficulties, but encouraged to go on cheertully; 
they are born with us, or the Deſcendants of ſuch, 
and we know nothing but the Want of the Means 
to live at home keeps ee There are 
very few trading or manufacturing Towns in the 
Kingdom but have ſome Dependance on the Plan- 


+ation Trade. "Sf . U aorta 
NEW-ENGLAND : and the Northern Co- 
lonies have not Commodities and Products e- 
nough to ſend us in Returns for purchaſing their 
neceſſary Cloathing, &c. but are under very great 
Difficulties, and therefore any ordinary Sort ſells 
with them; and when they are grown out of 
Faſhion with us, they are new faſhioned enough 
there; and therefore thoſe Places are the great 
Markets we have to diſpoſe of ſuch Goods, which 
are generally ſent at the Riſque of the Shop-keep- 
ers and. Traders of England, who are the great 
Exporters, and not the Inhabitants of the Colo- 
nies, as ſome have imagined. As the Colonies are 
2 Market for thoſe ſorts of Goods, ſo they are a 
Receptacle for young Merchants who have not 
Stocks of their own; and therefore all our Plan- 
tations are filled with ſuch who receive the Con- 
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ſignments of their Friends froni hence, and | 
they have got a ſufficient Stock to trade with, 
they generally return home, and other young Men 
take their Places; ' fo that the-: continual Motion 
and Intercourſe our People have into the Colo- 
nies may be compared to Bees of a Hive, which 
go out empty; but come back again loaded, by 
which means the Foundation of many Families is 
laid. The Numbers of Sailors and other Trade- 
men, who have all their Dependance upon this 
Traffick, are prodigiouſly great. Our Factors who 
frequent the. Northern Colonies being under Dit- 
ficulties to make Returns for ſuch Goods as they 
diſpoſe of; what Gold, Silver, Logwood, and other 
Commodities they trade for upon the Spaniſh Coaſt, 
is ſent home to England; as alſo Qyl, Whale- 
Fins, and many other Goods. Likewiſe: another 
great Part of Returns ismade by Ships built there, 
and diſpoſed of in the Streights and other Parts of 
Europe, and the Money remitted to us. Now all 
thoſe Ships are called New-England Ships, and 
our Factors after they undertake any. Butineſs, are 
no longer called Engl/pmen, but Neu-Englaud- 
ers, and the Ships they build, we are informed, 
are regiſtred as New-England Ships. I ſhall 
therefore humbly recommend it to ſuch Gentle- 
men as are the Guardians of the Trade of the 
Nation, that our own Intereſt is not miſtaken for 
that of the Planters; for every Reſtraint and Dif- 
ficulty put upon our Trade with them, makes 
them have Recourſe to their own Products which 
they manufacture; a Thing of great Conſequence 
to us, and ought to be guarded againſt: For if 
they are ſupplied with their own Manufactures, 
one great Part of the Advantages we ſhould other- 
wite receive is cut off; and therefore as it is elſe- 
where obſerved, if Care is taken to find them 
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WELDER 
Employment, and turn their Induſtr another | 
Way, now in their Infancy, it may be x pee with 
a very little Frouble, and it is-to be hoped the 
e ee this Diſcourſe would en- 
tirely effect it. I here is another Advantage we re- 
ccive by our P/antations, which, is hardly ſo much 
as thought on, I mean the prodigious Increaſe of 
our Shipping, by the Timber Trade between Por- 
tug al, Sci and our Plantations, which ought to 
have all poſſible Encouragement; for by it we have 
crept into all the Corners of Europe, and become the 
eommon Carriers in the Mediterrauean, as well 
as between the Mediterrancau, Holland, Hambro, 
and the Baltic; and this is the Cauſe of ſo great 
an Addition to our Shipping, and the Reaſon why 
the Dutch, | Gr. are ſo exceedingly ſunk. But 
if ever a Stop ſhould be put to the building of 
Ships in Neu-Eugland, Ac. and. carrying our 
Timber from thence; we would ſoon fink. in our 
Navigation, and that of the Dutch flouriſh in its 
former Height and Grandeur: Ihe Numbers of 
| Exgliſh Ships we ſo often read of, that are at Eis- 
bon or the Streights, is a ſufficient Demonſtra- 
tion of the Truth of this. Doubtleſs a great 
many of thoſe Ships are loaden upon Account 
of the Dutch ; tor nothing is more common than 
their hircing our Ships (which Diſcharge their 
Loading in the Streights) to tranſport their Goods 
from Spain, Sc. to Amſterdam, and other Places. 
Me have a great many young Men who arc 
' bred to the Sea, and have Friends to ſupport 
them; if they cannot get Employment at Home; 
they go to New-Englaud and the Northern Co- 
lonies with a Cargo of Goods, which they there 
{ell at a very great Profit, and with the Produce 
build a Ship, and purchaſe a Loading of Lumber 
and fail for Portugal or the Streigbts, &c. _ 
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| „„ 
after diſpoſing of their Cargoes there, frequent 
ply from Port to Port in — — al 
they have cleared ſo much Money as will in a 
good part pay for the firſt Goſt of the Cargo carried 
out by them, and then perhaps ſell their Ships, 
come home, take up another Cargo from their 
Employers, and ſo go back and build another Shipz 
by this Means Multitudes of Seamen are broug 
up, and upott a War, the Nation better provided 
with a greater Number of Sailors than hath been 
heretofore known; Here the Maſter becomes 
Lumber Trade great Eſtates, and a vaſt Treaſure 
is thereby yearly brought into the Kingdom, in a 
Way new and unknown to our Fore-fathers ; for 
indeed it is gaining the Timber- Trade (heretofore 
carried on by the Danes and Swedes) our Plan- 
tations being nearer the Markets of Portugal and 
Spain than they are: Thoſe Advantages have made 
ſome People think, that tho* we eſteem Ner- Eng. 
land and the Northern Colonies of ſmall Ad van- 
tage to us, yet if Things were truly ſtated, they 
are as profitable as moſt other of our Plantations. 
Some of our Ship-Builders think the Decay of 
their Trade proceeds from' the Number of Ships 
built in the Plantations; but I muſt confeſs I 
differ widely from them, for we have been informs 
ed, that in the War begun in 1688-9, we loſt 
more Ships in one Year, than we did from the laft 
War with the Dutch to that Time, and that three 
Fourths of the Ships belonging to Brio}, and 
ſome other Ports, were either taken or deſtroyed 
by the French. This gave Occaſion for all the 
Ship-Carpenters in the Kingdom that could be 
ſpared from building the Royal Navy, to be em- 
ployed in building new Ships in the Places of 
thoſe taken by the ets" and upon Concluſion 
ot 


| + 106 5 = 
of the Peace with F. apc, there were ſo many 
Ships built during the Time of the War, that 
wette a tull Supply for all the Trade > a Was thes 
| d on; and therefore it is fy 
F ourth of the Builders may be ſufficient to wupi 
all that we now Want. It cannot be ſaid that at any 
of our Men of War are built in the Plantations, 
or Ships tor the Eaſ-India, Turkey, or Souths 
ea Trades, or very few Plantation-built Ships 
tura'd into Colliers, (the moſt bulky part of our 
N avigation); and I believe the greateſt part of 
Our Te for the Barbadoes, Famdite,. and Vir- 
giuia Trades, are built here. 
We know there are ſome Plantation-built Ships 
uſed'; in the New-England, Newfoundland, = 
the Plantation-Trades, and between the Planta- 
tions and the Streights in the Lumber- Trade, as 
before obſerved, who come home in their circular 
Voyages, and are here refitted, which is ſo tar 
from being a Prejudice to our Ship Builders, that 
it is looked upon to be one of the beſt Articles in 
their Trade; for it is generally thought the Pro- 
fits they get by mending old Ships, is as great to 
them as the Building new ones, Oak Timber being 
ſo: very dear, that thoſe Ships which were buik 
before the War at three Pounds per Ton, now 
coſt fix Pounds per Ton or better. If we were 
to give that price for Ships to carry on our pre- 
ſent Navigation, ours would ſoon fink between 
the Plantations and the Mediterranean, Holland, 
Sc. and if we ſhould fall into a new War, it 
would be difficult to find Oak to build the Royal 
Navy; and therefore, as a prudent Nation, 
great Care ſhould be taken to keep. up a ſufficient 
Stock of our own Oak Folly to repair our Walls 
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S have made 8 


how the ſame may beige 
reat Submiſſion take the Liberty to make:s tt 
emarks upon the Methods now uſed in making 


„ would With 


of Laws in the Plantations, which Scene 


create 1 ritandings between the Governour 
and People, Doffi9 11 DIO 2223 al IL 
Governouts commonly — et ih the View of 
be ee an Fortunes, and this muſt ariſe from 
the People; and as they provide for their Gover- 
nours, t el. er the Proviſion is, fo are alfo their 


Demands for ſome Advantages for themſelves, 'and 
commonly require the making ſome Laws that ate 


tly to the Prejudice of this Kingdom, many 


of which being temporary, -and laſt but for two or 


three Years, ferve the Purpoſes they were intend= 
ed for, and hei the Occaſion is over, the Laws 


ceaſe before we are acquainted with the Miſehief | 


done by them. 

Other Laws are made, which they cams as 
long as they can; and if repealed here, the fame 
Inconveniencies are enacted under another Name, 
and in another Dreſs, yet altogether as prejudicial 
to the Weltare of this Kingdom as thoſe that 
have been repealed : But if the Governour has on- 
ly a View to diſcharge his Truſt, and will not 
grant what they ask, the People are filled with 

94 Reſent- 
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upon e Trade, nd Mt N 
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and who ſtudy all the Methods they 


on, and thereupon great 


Cie \; 
Reſentmen , and 8 ſuch Caſes there are neyer 


wanting 1 Sorry Mens that ſtrive to be Dic- 
tators *, of the reſt, bee. blow up the 
Coals, ee = Dice as wide. as ; they enn, 


can thi 
of, to delay and obſtruct as much 40 0 Ok them e 
all the Advantages he K. receive by his Stati- 
rrels and Controver- 
ſies enſue, = ep mn. both from the Go- 
vernors an cut Ome, which ye the 
Miniſtry here ene Trouble. : Sr. 
And whereas W ich are; made iu the Co. 
lonies, tho? never ſo venient, do ſubſift till 
they Arc ſent home and diſapproved Ot, yet this 


ry — delayed, to the « great Prejucliee of 
It is therefore propoſed for remedying thoſe In» 


conveniencies, that no Law ſhall pais in the Plar- 
tations; until a Copy thereof be prepared by the 


Governour and Alkembly of cach Province, ag int 
over here to be examined and approved by: the 
King and Council, as the Laws from Ireland now 


are: Saving only, that if the Laws now in Force 


do not enable them upon any ſudden Invaſion from 
the Indians, ec. to raiſe Men and Money for 
their own Security and. Defence. » they ſhall be im- 
powered upon ſuch Emergencies to raiſc what Sup: 


plies they ſhall ſee neceſſary. 
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erning Free-Ports in Fan and. 1 
particular, ihe Advantage it would be 
to this Nation to endow ort-Mahon and 
Sidraltat with that Privilege. "I 


SY ” 
. 


8 chis. i 1s a Kingdom abounding with Ma- 
nufactures, and many Products within our- 
ſelves, and ad aſe Tate of Fiſheries and Planta- 


— abroad, which affor d Commodities ex- 
treamly well wa ws the Portugal and Me- 
diterraneau; Mar I am humbly of Opinion, 


that if Gibraltar. os,  Port=Mahon were made 


Free- Ports, this Kingdom would reap very great 


Advantages from them. For then Ships with 


Fiſh, or NT. other Merchandize that will not 


readily ſell i 27 any Port of Portugal, or Ports of 
Spain, m ES lodged at one of the ſaid Places, 
inftead © being 89884 now. 7. 40:88 as far as Leg- 
horn to Em, becauſe. of the high Duties in 
Portugal and Spain, for when. Cargoes are lan- 
ded at Leg born, it often — that great Part 
is carried out again to other Places for a Market; 
and making thoſe. Places Free- Ports, would ſoon 
remove — Part of the Trade from Leghorn, 
(the only Free-Port of Note in the Mediterra- 
nean thither. 

t I mean by Free-Ports, i is not only the 


Liberty of im Porting and exporting Goods free 


from Duty, at the Civil Government 
ſhould b adminiſtred by a Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Burg eſſes, or Civil Magiſtrates under thoſe 
or other Denominations, before whom all Civil 
Affairs ſhould be tried reſpecting * inde- 


pen dently 


„ 3 
pendently upon the Govornour or other Officers ſor 
ſupporting Military Power, who Ihould no way in- 
termeddle in Civil Affairs; for it hath been 
an old Obſervation, That Trade was never 


kn Wn to quriſh, under a Military Power z and 


* 


VVV 
Towns of France, where Military Diſcipline hath 
been practiſed with as much Rigour as in any 
Place, we have always underſtood, in thoſe Places 
where any Trade was carried on, the Right of 
the Merchant Was always tried in a Civil Way; 
and in moſt ſuch Places a Court of Merchants is 
eftabliſbed, which is alſo cuſtomary in the great 
Cities and Towns upon the Frontiers of Holland, 
&. which Sage is very handſomely treated on 
by Sir Fofah Child, in his Treatiſe upon Trade. 
The Differences reſpecting "Trade and Mer- 
chandize are ſcarcely ever better ended, than by 
a Reference among Merchants, which hath heen 
alſo approved and recommended by the Courts of 
Weſtminfter-Hall, and frequently of late Years, 
| even ſeveral Caſes have been referred to the De- 
termination of the three firſt Men upon the Ju- 
ry. And if Controverſies ſnould happen in either 
of the aforeſaid Places, Ten or Twelve of the 
Aldermen or Burgeſſes ſhould, be appointed for 
that Service, and any Three of them at one Time 
to be upon the Beneh of Juſtice, ſhould have Row- 
er to determine all Matters of Difference. 

If Juſtice ſhould come to be ſo eaſily admini- 
fred, and Property ſo well ſecured, it would un- 
doubtedly draw great Numbers of People to ſet- 
tle there; but more eſpecially, if a general Li- 
berty of Conſcience was granted, there would 
be Flocks of People ſoon collected ont of thoſe 
who now dwell under the Terrors of the Ingui- 
ation, and other Perſecutions; neither 5 

A aces 
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Had fo well! "MS, want Trade, or Fe of 


t. Fortunes to Carry it on, when once well 
kleine 

And thus if thoſe Places ſhould iſe to be confir 

derable, as undoubtedly they would by the Encou- 
ragement of ſach Privileges, they might, by laying 
Exciſes, and other eaſy Duties, as alſo by 
rage, and the like ſmall Port Charges, be capable. I 
raiſing a conſiderable Revenue, which might in 
Time be ſufficient to ſupport the Garr iſons, and to 
ſpare, of which we ſee an Inſtance in the flouriſhing 
ort ot, Leg horn. Nor can happier Situations be 
found for ſuch; purpoſes, Gihraltag, lyin 115 the 
very Mouth of the Streig bis, and within Sight of 
all Ships that fail to, or ret irn from the Are. 
ranean Sea, and the Merchants may have quick 
Advice what Demands oy are for any 
modittes in the trading Cities of Portugal and Spain; : 
and Port- Ma bon lies ſo conveniently, and ſo near 
the Coaſt of Spain and Ea/# France, that even 
the Fiſhing-Boats from Toulon and Marſeilles, 
down to Barcelona, Alicant, and Carthagena, 
may come and trade with them. They have 
alſo the Convenience of a long Tract on the Coaſt 
of Barbary, Italy, &c. 

As much as I am for making Gibraltar and 
Port-Mahon Free-Ports, J cannot yet be of 
their Opinion, who arc for having all the Ports 
of England made free, all our Catom HO 
demoliſh'd, and all the Products and Manufac- 
tures of the World brought in free of all Duty, 
that we may ſend them out again as free to other 
Countries, alledging that this is the Practice of 
Holland, the Hans Jouns, Hamburg, Leg hor 
&c. and tat it is by this Means they have work kd 
themſelves into ſo vaſt and extenſive a Trade in 
turniſhing other Pcople with forei gn Commodi- 


ties; 


N 
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ties; but theſe Notions are intirely-wrobg + For 
as to the Datob, they lay Duties on their Importa- 
tions as well as we, and have Cuſtom Houfas uni 
regular Officers for the Collection of them; it is 
true however, that theſe Duties are ſmall, and the 
Nature of their Trade abſolutely requires it; for 
as they have the Maeze, the Rhine, and the Mofelle, 
and . other great Rivers, to ſend up their 
Merchandize for avaſt Extent all over Germany, 
the Profit of their People, and the Support of 
their Trade, depends chiefly on the Vent of their 
Importations in thoſe inland Parts of the Continent: 
and they know very well, that if they ſhould loa 
them with Duties, other trading Places would 
underſell them, and ruin their Traffiek that Way. 
But as to what is ſpent in their own Country, 
they are not wanting to impoſe Duties, herhaps 
as high, and in ſome, higher than ours: Nor is 
our Management in this Affair different from 
that of the Dutch as to the Matter, but only in 
the Manner; for where we lay high Cuſtoms 
on Importation, tis only on ſuch Commodities 
as are not of Neceſſity, but rather tend to Luxury, 
that ſuch of the * as can afford to ſpend 
them, may by this Way of Taxing contribute to 
the Support of the Government ; but for thoſe 
which we have a Vent for in foreign Markets, 
ſuch a Drawback of the Duty is allow'd, as will 
reduce our Cuſtoms on them whe hom 
haps than thoſe of the Darch. As to Han- 
bury and the Hans-Towns, they act apes 
the very ſame Principles as the Dutch: But 
the Trade of Leghorn is ſomewhat upon a 
different Foot, not being carried on ſo much 
by the Subjects of the Grand Duke, as by 
the Merchants of divers Nations who correſpond 
there; ſo that this Port is as it were a great Ware 
7 5 houſe, | 
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houſe, where Merchants may lay up their Goods 
at a ſmall Charge, to be ready for Tranſporta- 
tion up and down the Mediterranean, as Markets 
may demand. And ſuch as this is, I am humbly 
of the Opinion, we might eſtabliſh at Gibrakar 
and Port=Mahou, But to think it would be an 
Advantage for any trading Nation to admit all 
manner of foreign Commodities to. be imported 
free from all Duties, is an unaccountable Notion ; 
and ftill much leſs ſuitable to the Circumſtances 
of our Ifland than to the Continent : For we have 
no Inland Countries beyond us (as they have) 
with whom we. can carry on Trade by Land: But 
what is of the utmoſt Conſequence to us, is, that 
by laying high Duties we are always able to check 
the Vanity of our People in their extream Fond- 
neſs of wearing exotick Manufactures : For if it 
were not for this Reſtraint, as our Neighbours 
give much leſs Wages to their Workmen than we 
do, and conſequently can fell cheaper, the Ita- 
lians, the French, and the Datch, would have 
continued to pour upon us their Silks, Paper, 
Hats, Druggets, Stuffs, Ratteens, and even Spa- 
ziſþ Wooll Cloaths: For they have the Wooll of 
that Country as cheap as we, and are become 
Maſters of that Buſineſs by the great Encourage- 
ment they have given to able Workmen from o- 
ther Countries to ſettle with them, and thereby 
have prevented the Growth of thoſe Manufac- 
tures amongſt us, and ſo might have reduced us 
to the low Eftate we were in before their Eſta- 
bliſhment ; and therefore it will ever be a Max- 
im ſtrictly to be obſerved by all prudent Govern- 
ments who are capable of Manufactures within 
themſelves, to lay ſuch Duties on the Foreign 
as may favour their own and diſcourage the Im- 
portation of any of * lixe Sorts from . 
By 


| (6114) | 
By this Means the French have in our Time nur- 
ſed. up a, Woollen Manufactury, and brought it 
to ſuch Perfection as to furniſh themſelves wich 
all ſuch Woollen Goods as they formerly bought 
of us, to a very great Value, and ate even be- 
come Competitors with us in foreign Markets. 
While Eng/and is in Poſſeſſion of Gibral- 
tar, the Trade of the Mediterranean will be 
open to all the Nations of Europe; but if 
it ſhould fall into the Hands of Spain, it is 
to be feared, by the ſmall Regard they pay to 
Treaties of late, and the Uſe they now ſee they 
could 'make of it, the next thing would be 'to 
incommode us in our Trade and Navigation into 
the Mediterranean; for as it is Part of the Con- 
tinent of Spain, they could at any Time ſuccour 
it with Men and Provifions, and with the Aſſiſ- 
tance of fix or eight light Frigates might ſtop 
the Mouth of the Streigbts, fo that no Ship coul 
go in or out without their Permifhon unleſs con- 
voy d by a Fleet of Ships of War, the Expence 
of which no Trade could bear; for from the 
Signal Houſe at Gibraltar, they can deſcry Ships 
cither in the Mediterranean or Ocean, cight or ten 
Leagues, and the ſame Winds that carry thoſe 
Ships into, or out of the Mediterranean, may alſo 
carry thoſe Frigates out of the Bay of Gibraltar 
to intercept all Ships in their Paſſage ; and as 
Gibraltar was never a Place of great Trade, it 
cannot injure the Commerce of Spain for not ha- 
ving it in their Hands, tor they have the Cities 
of Caaiz and Seville cloſe by it without the 
Streights, and Malaga, Cartagena, Alicant, and 
a great many other trading Towns all along the 
Coaſt within the Streigbts Month; there muſt be 
ſome other Motife that cauſes the Spaniards to 
inſiſt on thoſe Places, and if we ſhould ever be- 
| per- 
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perſwaded to part wich them, I am afraid, when 


too late, we ſhall ſee the true Reaſon is, that they 


thing greater of us; but I hope we ſhall never 
part with thoſe Places, without ſeriouſly weighing 
the Conſequences. he 
ENGLAND, above all other Places, ought 
to be uſed well by Spain, becauſe we take more 
of their Products than all the reſt of Europe 
does beſide; and even upon the Account of 


Trade, if a ſtrict Search was to be made in the 


Balance, it would be found Spain is as much 
oblig'd to us, as we are to them, for taking of 
thoſe extraordinary Quantities of their 0 yl, 
Wine, Fruit, and other Productions, * 

If Gibraltar had been deliver'd to us, or by free 
Conſent put into our Hands, it is no more than 
ſome of the mighticſt Princes of the World 


have done to other trading Nations; for- the 


Portugueſe do to this Day enjoy in the Em- 
pire of China the Town and Caſtle of Afocao, 
in the very Entrance of the River of Canton, as 
a Security. to the European Nations that trade 
thither; they enjoy the City of Goa, on the 
Coaſt of Malabar, and had Garriſons for the 
Security of their Trade in ſeveral Parts of India, 
ſome of which they were diſpoſſeſſed of by the 
Dutch and —_— The Engliſh Eaft-India 
Company at this Day enjoy Fort St. George, and 
Fort St. David's, on the Coaft of Cormand?l ; 
Fort William in the Bay of Bengal, in the Mouth 
of the Ganges; Bombay, not far from Suratte, the 
greateſt Mart of India, as well as many other 
Forts and Places which are ailowed as Pledges 
tor the Security of their Trade, The Dutch 
have the famous Cities of Batavia and Bantam, - 
and above thirty other Factories in India. The 

P 2 Spa- 


| e 
Spaniards themſelves allowed the Dutch Fort 
Tillo, on the Mouth of the Scheld, for and during 
the Time they poſſeſſed it, even to their quitting 
Flanders, which intirely interrupted the Trade 
of Antwerp, and the Navigation of the Scbeld 
and yet that Conceſſion was always obſerved, an 
never made any Difference in the Trade and 
Commerce between the two Nations. It muſt be 
allow'd that Place was of Conſequence to Spain, 
and the Trade of Flanders did in great Meaſure 
fall into the Hands of the Dutch ; but, as before 
obſerved, Gibraltar was never a Place of great 
Trade, nor can it injure the Commerce of Spain 
to make good their Treaty, and confirm the 
Ceſſion thereof, as a Security to our Trade and 
Navigation. = 

It is ſurprizing that Spain ſhould keep their 
Treatics with all other Nations, allow the Em- 
perour Flanders, Milan, Naples, and Sicily, 
allow the French that Part of Hiſpaniola which 
they took Poſſeſſiog of in Time of Peace, and 

et ſhould chuſe to quarrel with their greateſt 

nefactors for a Thing that is worth nothing 

to them, but as to us who are ſo deeply concerned 
in Navigation, a Protection to our Mediterranean 
Trade, which it is to be ſuppoſed the Engliſ 
Nation will never part with, | 
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land's Linnen valued at 148971 J. tho' at the ſame 


| koning the Shirting but at Thirty Shillings 
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CONSIDERATIONS upon the Gene- 
ral Balance. "Fn Bn 
T is a Matter of great Piffieulty to know 
the true Balance of Trade; ſome expect the 
Cuſtom-houſe Accounts will ſet us to Rights, but 
there may be a great many Fallacies in thoſe Ac- 
counts; a great many Goods exported may be 
over rated, and a great many imported under ra- 
ted: Beſides, it is poſhble to run in vaſt Quanti- 
ties of Goods that we can have no Account of, 
and ſome Merchants have entred double the Quan 
tity of Woollens they intend to ſhip off, to diſcou- 
rage others from ſending to the ſame Market. 
On a former Computation made by the In- 
ſpector General of the Cuſtoms, the Importation 
of Holland's Linnen for the Year 1703, viz. Hol- 
lands, Damasks, Diapers, Borelaps, Ec. amount- 
ed to 213701 J. and upon peruſing ſome Pa- 
pers, I had a Mind to examine the Entry 
of all Hollands, Cambricks and Flanders Lace 
entered in the Year 1723, and I found Hol- 


Time it was ſuppoſed that above Five Hun- 
dred Thouſand People, Men, Women and Chil- 
dren, wore Hollands for Shifting, beſide great 
Quantities uſed for Sheeting and Pabling. Rec- 


per Head, that no more than Five hundred 
thouſand People wore Holland, it would amount: 
to Seven hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds; 
and doubtleſs the Sheeting and Tabling would 

amount 
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amount to One hundred thouſand Pounds more. 


And the Cambricks entred from Holland and 
Flanders that Year, amounted to Twenty four 


thouſand five hundred ſixty ſeven Pounds, tho 


it is become the General Wear of the King. 
dom, and almoſt every Footman hath 880 
omen 
of all conſiderable Families, whether the Ladies 
themſelves, or their Servants, all uſe it for Head 
Dreſſes and Ruffles: The whole Conſumption is 
thought to ſtand the Nation in above two hundred 


thoutand Pounds yearly, 


In the ſame Account the Article of Flanders 
Lace is valued. at Five thouſand eight hundred 
and thirteen Pounds; whereas we know one fuit 
of Headcloths frequently cofts One. hundred 
Pounds, and the Tire of one Bride hath frequent. 
ly come to three or tour hundred Pounds, and 
great Numbers of Nobility, Ladies of the firſt 
Rank, even to the Merchants Wives and Daugh- 
ters, vye with one another who, ſhall appear in 
the richeſt Lace. There's. no coming to a Cers 
tainty, but very good Judges think this Article 
muſt coſt the Nation above Three hundred tho; 
ſand Pounds yearly. on 

I give only theſe Inſtances. to ſhew how uncer- 
tain it is to depend upon our Cuflow Houſe Ae 
counts; for beſides the forementioned Articles, 
we have very great Quantities of Muſlin,- Coffee, 
Tea, Spice, and almoſt all other ſorts of Gpods 
run in upon us from Holland, Flanders, France, 
&c. So that to take the right Way of judging; of 
the Increaſe or Decreaſe of the Riches of the Nati- 
on by the Trade we drive with Foreigners, is to 
examine whether we receive Money from them, or 

and them ours; for it we export more Goods 
than we reccive, it is molt certain We ſhall have 
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2 Balance brought to us in Gold and Silver, and 


as certain the Balance muſt be paid by Gold and 
Silver ſent them to diſcharge that Debt. WES 
T have beſtowed fome Time in examining what 
Silver and Gold was ſhipt out in the Year 1723, 
and it appears we ſhiptin that Year to Hollayd, 
1 Silver T$10703 Onreces. 
. Go 255753 Ones. 
To India, in Silver, 2143086 Ounces. 
In Bullion or melted Silver, 119120 Ounces. 
Poſſibly there may be fome entred out for 
Holland, and not ſhipt, as ts frequently done in 
other Goods; and there may be ſome fhipt to 
India, and not entred: But certain it is, both 


Pieces of Eight and Bullion are bought and ſhipt 


off, ſome of which coſt 5 5. 4 4. ſome 5's. 5 4. 
and ſome more per Ounce, and I believe none fo 
low as Standard or 55. 2 4. for thirty Years 
paſt; and I preſume it has not at any Time ſold 
for more than 5s. 2 d. in Holand: So that I 
think I may ſafely conclude, that upon an Ave- 
rage we pay or loſe 4 per Cent. upon all the 
Silver ſhipt to Holland, and we muſt ſuppoſe 
Gold bears ſome Proportion to the Silver. 
There is no Notice taken of Silver or Gold 
ſhipt off to Norway or Sweden, or the Baltick, 
nor the Bullion ſent from hence to Holland, 
which we may ſuppoſe is generally of our coin'd 
Money melted down: What is carried goes a- 
way ſecretly, left by being made publick it ſhould 
lead into an Enquiry whence the Bullion came : 
What the Quantity ſhipt off beſide, may be, is im- 
poſſible ie ; however what appears amounts 
to above Two Millions Sterling in that Year, and 
if 
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it is improbable any Sum like this can be brought 


into this Kingdom from all the Nations we trade 


with. We have no Bullion coming to us in Gold 


and Silver, unleſs it be from Portugal and Spain, 
and what we have had of late by our South Sea 
Trade, and from Famaica, and the reſt of our 
own Plantations, and therefore I am afraid that 
large Quantities of our Coin now goes away to 
pay for our Luxury. | 
I expect it will be ask d what Reaſon there i; 
for ſending ſo much Money to HelJand, it being 
generally allowed they take much -more of our 
Goods and Merchandize than we do of' theirs. 
If the Inſpector Generals Account be right, ve 
have a greater Balance of Trade upon the Datch, 
than we have upon Portugal and Spain, put both 
together, and if we had no other Nation to pay 
Money to, who arc indebted to the Dutch, we 
ſhould, notwithſtanding the Smuggling Trade, re- 
ceive a Balance from thence ; but as we take ſur- 
rizing Quantities of Timber, Iron, Flax, Hemp, 
+ 4% þ Silk, fine Cambricks, Flanders Lace, 
fine high priced Wines, Velvets, Brocades, and a 
vaſt number of other 'Things, this Bullion: is 
ſent to Holland to pay for them, and the Dutch 
manage their Trade with all . thoſe Countries 
with ſo much Prudence, that they are generally 
in their Debt. And to make this more clear, I 


' ſhall propoſe a State of the Trade between Em- 


land and thoſe Countries from whence we have 


| thoſe vaſt Quantities of Goods, for which we arc 


forced to pay the Balance they have upon us in 
ready Money : I therefore ſuppoſe the ſundry 
Kingdoms and States undermentioned have Ba 
lances annually paid them by us. Y 
Upon the War between Sweden and Den- 
mark, a great many of their bulky Ships bog 
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deftroyed, the Importation of their Commodities 


was chiefly in Britiſp Shipping, but that War 


being over, and they having again begun to build 
great Numbers of ſuch Veſſels, the Freight of 
their Goods is like to fall again into their own 


Hands, and then we may expect the Balance com- 


ing to them will be greater upon us than now ĩt is. 

The ſeveral Sums ſuppoſed to be paid, are 
only ſet down to give the Reader in a ſhort 
View ſome Idea of the general Trade we drive, 
and the great Sums thoſe Nations draw from us, 
but not for him to depend on as certain Balances; 
there may be more due to ſome Countries, to 
other Countries there may be leſs, or the Ge- 
neral Balance may be more, or it may be leſs; 
nor do I think it is poſſible by the Cuſtom-houſe 
Accounts, or any other Calculations, to come 


to a Certainty; but by former Calculations the 


Sums ſet down here were ſuppoſed to be near 
the Palances thoſe Countries had upon us, and 
we have Reaſon to believe they are not leſs now. 
I defire others, who have more Time to ſpare, 
will examine into it; and if they have Reaſon 
to believe thoſe foreign Nations draw ſuch large 
Sums from us, how ſerviceable it would be to 
put thoſe Obſervations into the cleareſt View 
pottible : For my own Part I do not pretend to 
have the Capacity to repreſent Matters of this 
Nature ſo perfectly as ſome Gentlemen can, which 
makes me deſirous to incite them to employ their 
{thoughts upon ſo neceſſary a Work. 
We will ſuppoſe the Balance of L. 
Trade we pay Norway for Timber, 


130,000 
Oc. over and above what they take 300 
from us, to be 
Ihe Balance to Sweden for Iron, | 
15 N - 2405000 
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Germany, &c. and the Remittances 
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The Balance to Ruſſia for Hemp,) E. 
Flax, Linnen, Hides, Tallow, Pot-& 400,008 
alh, Timber, Tron, Sc. | 

The Balance to the Emperor's He-5 
reditary Countries of Silea, &c. for] 
broad and narrow Garlix, Lawns, | 
Dowlas, as well as all other forts of, 
Linnen, whether from Pruſſia, or 
Switzerland, and all other Commo- 
dities from Hambro „Bremen, &c. 

The Balance to Flanders for their] 
Lace and Linnen, Threads, Oc. 

The Balance for Cambricks and 
Cambrick Lawns from St. Dnuintin, 
Cambray, Valenciennes, and to Bour- 
eaux 2 Claret, to Champaign and 
Burgundy tor Wine, to Paris for 
Silk and Silver Brocades, Velvets, Sc. 
and great Quantities of other Goods 
run in upon us. 

The Balance for thrown Silk "Ri 
Piedmont, &c. 

To theſe I will add the Money y ſpent? 
by young Noblemen and Gentlemen 
upon their Travels into France, Italy, N 


—— 
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200,000 


that are made to the diſſaffected who 
are gone Abroad. 
The Intereſt paid Forcigners for 
Nloney in our Funds. 5 
The Money ſpent upon Foreign 
Embaſſies, Sc. 
As it is ſuppoſed we have the above Balances 
to pay, it may be queried what Places we trade 
with, trom whence we are ſupplied with Effects 
to anſwer thoſe Demands. It is apprehended much 
the greateſt Part is raiſed out ct our own Plan- 
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tations, and from Ireland, there being vaſt Sunis 
due from the latter to Noblemen and Gentle- 
men of this Kingdom who have Eftates there, 
which is remitted to us for the Provitions they 
ſend to Spain, Portugal, France, Flauders, Hol- 
land, &c. We may add the Profits of the Faft- 
India Trade 2 vaſt Quantities of Goods 
that are ſold Ge 1 Re-exportation ; the Profits of 
the African Trade, by the large Sums of Money 
we receive for Negros fold to the Spaniſh Weſt- 
Indies, &c. beſides what they fell to our Plau- 
tations, and Gold Duſt brought home; the 
Balance we receive from Portugal; and we ma 

mention the Balance from Spain, tho I am afraid 
that is not ſo conſiderable as ſome Imagine: 


Now if the Treaſure drawn from our Plauta- 
tions, and from Irelaua, and the Profits of the 


atorcfaid Trades do not diſcharge the above 
Balances, the reſt muſt be paid in Gold and Silver 
from hence. 

N. B. We have not akon any Notice in the 
aboye Catalogue of thoſe Nations, which 
we think take as many of our Manufactures 
as we do of theirs, neither do we think it 
neceſſary to give our Thoughts what we 
think thoſe Balances may be which we have 
upon our Plantations, Ireland, &c. 

We will ſuppoſe that Thomas London is the ge- 

neral Trader for the whole Nation of Englund to 
a thoſe Countries that have thoſe great Balances 
upon us. He orders his Correſpondents in Ver- 
i, Sweden, Ruſſia, Silefia, Hambro, Bremen, 
B. "UTES, Fk. "Onintin, Cambray, Valenciennes, 
Bryrdeaux, Paris and Piedmont, to draw their 
ſ-veral Balances upon his Correſpondent Andre 
' H:/itaft in Amfterdam, to whom he writes that 
be has given Orders to draw . him for the 
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forementioned Balances api + due to thoſe 
ſeveral Countries. Thomas London goes upon 
the Exchange, employs his Broker to take up 
Bills in order to pay the ſaid Balances ; he agrees 
with 1/rae! Mendez and others tor the whole 


Sum, and as Occaſion offers, delivers his Money 
to them, and takes their Bills, which he ſends 


to Amſterdam to diſcharge the Bills drawn 


as aforeſaid. Iſrael Mendez and others make 
it their Buſineſs to buy up Pieces of Eight, Moi- 
dores. and other Gold and Bullion, and export 
to Holland, to anſwer their Draughts ; this is a 


ſufficient Reaſon why we export ſo much Bullion 


to Holland. 

J ſhall now propoſe ſome Articles of Trade and 
Improvements of Manufactures at Home, which 
I am firmly perſuaded, it well regulated and car- 
ried on with Spirit and Reſolution, might be made 


many Hundred thouſand Pounds yearly more pro- 
fitable to the Nation than now they are. I thall 


begin the Catalogue of thoſe Regulations, by 
propoſing | 


L 
The encouraging and making fine 
Lace, Velvets, Silver and Gold Stuffs, 
and valuing our ſelves as much upon 
appearing in Manufactures of gur . 400,000 
» 


own, as the late French King and his 
Courtiers did upon wearing their 
Woollens and other Manufactures of 
France. 
The wearing fine Muſlins and” 
other fine Manufactures of India, in- 
200,000 
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ſtead of wearing French Cambricks, 
and Cambrick Lawns. 


Pro- 
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Prohibiting the wearing of prin- 
ted Hollands, and printed German 
Linnen, and confining that Trade to 
the wearing of Englifh, Scotch and 
Iriſþ Linnen. | | 
Encouraging the ſowing of Hemp 
and Flax in our Plantations, and 
ſupplying our ſelves with Part of 
what we uſe from thence, inſtead of 
having all from Ruſſia. — 
Importing Raw Silk from China, 
and thro wing it with Water 0 


here, inſtead of Piedmont Silk, the 
Cheapneſs of which would enable us 
to ſupply Foreign Markets as cheap 
as any other Country of Europe. — | 

Further Improvements upon fine 
Raw Silk to be made in Carolina, Pen- 
ſlvania, &c. to anſwer the Uſe of 
Piedmont Silk. 


Encouraging the making of = 


Iron in the Plantations, and making 
it into Bar Iron, by additional Forges 
to be erected here, inftead of having 
the whole from Sweden, &c. —w— 
Diſpoling of Bar Iron which may 
be made in the Colonies, to Por- 
tugal, Italy, Coaſt of Afrisa5 and 4 
all other Parts of the Mediterranean, 
as well as Turkey and India. 
Making of Pot-Aſh in the r 
tions inſtead of having it from Kuſſia. 
Encouraging our own Naviga-) 
tion, by building large bulky Ships, 
ſuch as are uſed by the Danes and 
Swedes, and importing Part of our 
Timber from New-England, Moa 
Hegtia, and Newfoundland, ——— 
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Regulating our Trade from they T. 
Plantations, by ſtrengthening the Act 
ol. Navigation, in obliging all Ships! 
that come to Portugal, the Streights, | 
&c. to come to England, and lay out 
their Money here, and by that ſhort | 
Navigation to the Streights carry our 
Plantation Commodities as cheap as | 

the French do theirs by their New 
Regulations. — | 
The making of Cochineal, raiſing 
of Indigo, encouraging the planting) 
100, 0 


of Cocoa Trees, and many other Im- 
provements in Carolina, as well as the 
Sugar lands. 
Supplying the North of England,) 
Scotland and Ireland, with Plenty of 
Hemp and Flax from our Plantations, 
would give Employment to a Million _. __ _ 
of People ſuppoſed to be now out of es 
Work, allowing cach earned one Pen- 
ny a Day, and accounting 300 work- 
ing Days in the Year. | | 
It is worth while to read over the. Hiſtory of 
thoſe Times wherein our Plantations were ſettled, 
to ſee the Spirit, Reſolution, and indefatigable 
Endeavours of our Anceſtors And we arc 
highly obliged to a noble Duke, who has lately 
revived their Example; to whom, (tho' he had 
not the deſired Succeſs in his generous Under- 
taking of ſettling St. Lucia,) this Nation will 
remain Debtors for his publick ſpirited Deſign. 
Upon the firſt Settlement of our Colonies, 
great Sums of Money were iſſued out of this 
Kingdom tor clearing the Land, erc&ing Sugar- 
Works, and purchating Negroes to ſupply them, 
as well as the Tobacco Plantations ; and there- 
tore when our firſt Planters ſettled there, they 
in 
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in general mortgaged their Plantations to borrow 


Money, for which they paid a large Intereſt. 


If we were then capable of railing Money for 
carrying on thoſe Deſigns, could we now be rouſed 
up into a State of Induſtry, how much more eaſily 
might it be done by the Money that is daily paid 
out of the Funds; and how much better would it 
be for the Kingdom to improve the Money to ſuch 
uſetul Advantages, than to have it remain a Charge 
upon our Eſtates. 
Some of the induſtrious Planters then cleared 
off their Mortgages in a little Time, not but that 
ſome of them lived ſo high, that they have ſuffered 
Part of the Mortgage to remain upon their Eftates 
to this Day; but this happens only to ill Oecono- 
miſts: For I was credibly informed by a Gentle- 
man from Famaica, with whom I had ſome Diſ- 
courſe upon the Subject; that a young Man of 
his Acquaintance bought a Piece of Ground, clear'd 
it of the Wood, and borrowed 'Ten thouſand 
Pounds to pay for the Land, purchaſe Negroes, 
and erect the Works, and yet by his Induſtry, in 
ten Years time, he paid off the ſaid Ten thonſand 
Pounds, and had the Plantation clear to himſelf; 
this ſhews the Improvements that might be made 
where Induſtry is uſed. | 

Some will have the Number of Negroes em- 
ployed in our Plantations to be One hundred 
and ninty, or Two hundred thouſand; but be- 
cauſe I defire all my Calculations may be rather 
within than excced the common Computation, 


1 will ſuppoſe them to be about One hundred 


and fifty Thouſand, and the Produce ſent home 


trom thence of all Sorts for our own Conſump- 


tion, as well as what was re-exported, together 


with the Profit of our Shipping employed therein, 
| | tO 
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to be about 1, 500, 00 J. a Year, and that part 


that was re- exported (or carried to foreign Mar- 


kets,) might before the Increaſe of the home 
Conſumption of our Sugar, and the Decay of 
the Re- exportation, amount to near half that 


Sum. Now all this great Increaſe of our Trea- 


ſare proceeds chiefly from the Labour of Ne- 
groes in the Plantations; and there is no Man- 
ner of Doubt to be made if the ſame Spirit was 
raiſed in our Inhabitants to add to our Riches, 
as was in thoſe Perſons who firſt ſettled them, 
they would find, that by the Labour of the like 
Number of Negroes employed upon raiſing Silk, 
Tron, Hemp, Flax, Pot-aſh, and other Improve- 
ments here mentioned, turn to greater Accqunt 
than ever the Sugar and Tobacco Plantations 
have yet afforded. | 
And the Confideration of having ſuch a 


Number of People dependant upon us for all 


their Clothing, ought to he efteemed as an ad- 
ditional Treaſure, provided we put them upon 
Employments which will raiſe Money to pay for 
what they want; for we are not to conſider 
them as Vagrants and neceſſitous Perſons, but 


as Perſons who, it properly encouraged, can- 


not avoid getting Eſtates, and therefore ſup- 
lying them with Clothing ſuitable to their 
„. (for it is obſervable that they 
muſt be all fine Abroad) will be forty Times 
the Profit of Clothing them at home with Lea- 
ther Doublets, Breeches or Rags: And as great 
Numbers of People ſubſiſt upon the Intereſt of 
their Money in the Funds, as it comes to be paid 
off, there will be an Opportunity of _— 
it to an unſpeakable Advantage, and the Len- 
ders of ſuch Money may be as well e 
| ave 
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have as large Intereſt for their Money as the 
firmer Planters pad. 
"The Reaſon "why the Dieb have .o yalt "k 
Trade to Nottway, Sweden, Ruſſia, the Baltick, 
35, is becauſe the Trade of thoſe Countries is not 
conſiderable enough to load a Ship with any one 
Commodity from the Place of Growth, but. they 
are forced to make up their Cargo's in Holland, 48 
our Country Shopkeepers do at London, of a great 
many Particulars, by which Means the Dutch. have 
a moſt prodigious Trade for Grocery, Wine, 
Brandy, Fruit, Oyl, and Eat India Goods, as 
well as Engliſh Manufactures, all over the Baſtick, 
Poland, Germany, Sc. We may gueſs at the 
Largeneſs of their Trade, by the ſurprizing Quan- 
tities of Eaſt India Goods they diſpoſe of: For 
tho' their Importation from India is ſaid to ex- 
ceed ours, yet all they bring home is not ſuffi- 
cient to anſwer their Sites. Pat frequently they 
buy near half the Goods that are ſold at our 
Eaſt India Sales; and if it will be allowed the) 
ſupply thoſe Countries where they trade wit 
what they want, in Proportion to the Eaft India 
Goods they import of their own and buy of us, 
their Trade muft be immenſely great. 
As Holland is a Magazine or Collection of all 
the Products and Manufactures of the World, 
which they diſperſe over all Europe, the Merchants 
and Shopkeepers are every where their Debtors, 
and Money is brought them from almoit all Coun- 
tries. This Over-ballance of Trade makes them 
the Centre of Exchange to all Europe; and we 
need not admire at it, if we conſider that this is 
the Path beat out by their Forefathers, that 
one Generation ſucceeds another, and conſtant 
Additions are made in enlarging their Ac- 
quaintaince, opening new Channels of * 
an 


Table, fince the keeping up their 30 5 and Sea 


Sa Country Gentlemen, bur in H + Tic they 4 


( 130 » 

an in bartering C amodit) inſt, Commodi: 

a, in which it is 5 f. the 255 Excced all o- 
= Nations; and it is reaſonable it Thopld be ſo, 
confidering the Length. of Time 955 have been 
in the Pradtice, tho Eſtates being almoſt all 
engaged in Trade: For they Te” not Lands 
and Rents ſufficient to live | upon as . we haye in 
England, and what they have is. ot very defi- 
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Holland i is, ſo ſmall a Comp: and, no Pro- 
ducts of their on to export, ee ag it 
were with great Cities which are their Competi- 
tors in Trade, ſnould fteer ſo exactly in al 
their Commerce, and preſerve ſuch an Intereſt 
with all the World, that they receive the ( 
modities of other Countries, ang paſs theni thro 
their own, and do. it with ſo. Mech [los 
'and Application, that they keep the * 
the greateſt Part of the Products of, 75 5 
Spain, and the Strejghts, which are carried . 
the Baltick, to themſelves, and ſupply Bremen, 
Hambro, Lubeck,  Dantzick, and other Places 
therewith. _ 

Their Study being to bring every *"Thing 
the cheapeſt Way to Market, they hire ſuch Shi 
of ours as carry Lumber, and ot We Goods from 
our Plantations to the afbreſaid Flaccs, Which 
being bound home, take half The Frei f they 


can ſend their on Ships out for, Which mak 
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hire them, the Hamburghers, Ec. would, and 


run away with their Trade, 
The like is done by great Part of our Woollen 
Manũfactũres, and many other Engliſh Commo- 
dities Y | 
diſpoſed of a 
Correſpondents. 


al 


Notwithſtanding the Hollanders have all. thoſe 


Difficulties to ſtruggle with, they can keep ſuch a 
Correſpondency in Trade, that they have a Balance 
due to them almoſt every Where. Is it not then 
ſurprizing, that we who have a Country and 
Plautatious abounding with Provifions of all 


Sorts, Tin, Lead, Copper, Coals, Woollen Ma- 


nufact ures, Sugar, Tobacco, Sc. enough for our 


own Conſumption, and large Quantities for Re- 


exportation, ſhould not be able with them to pay 
for what we want from abroad; inſtead of which 
we ſend our Money to Foreign Nations and by 
employing their Poor inſtead of our own, enable 
them to thruſt us out of our Foreign Trade, and 
by their impoſing high Duties upon our Manu- 
tactures, ſo clog the Exportation of them, that 
it amounts to a Prohibition. 1 
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ON after the Declaration of King Williams 
8 War with France, the paying our Army in 
Flanders occaſioned great Remittances, and to an- 
ſwer thoſe Demands Bullion was ſent from hende, 
which in a great Meaſure put a Stop to our Coin- 
age; and in as much as foreign Commodities drew 
away a great I reaſure yearly, the Government took 
that Aftair into Confideration, in order to put a 
Stop thereto, and more particularly to thoſe of 
France: But that we might not want a Supply of 
what was neceſſary, Care was taken to have divers 
Manufactures eftabliſhed at Home, ſuch as thoſe 
of Alamodes and Luſtrings, Hats, Glaſs, Paper, 
as alſo of Copper and Braſs, with other the like 
Improvements. But upon the Death of King 
Charles the Second of Spain, and the French 
King having plac'd his Grandſon upon that 
Throne, he ſoon introduced the wearing of French 
Manufattures into that Kingdom, which before 
uſed to be ſupplied from England, and turn'd the 
Trade fo much againſt us, that whereas before 
the War we uſed to receive a conſiderable Balance 
from Spain in Specie, the Merchandize and Pro- 
ducts we then took from them, according to the 
Opinion of the moſt judicious Spaniſh Merchants, 
amount to more thin all our Woollens expor- 
ted tchither. . 

Sen Gentlemen cordultec! how thoſe In- 
ranvencencies might be remedied; many Calc u- 
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lations were made, and alſo the Cuſtom Houſe 
Accounts inſpected; divers of thoſe Papers were 
in my Hands, which upon the Treaty of Com- 
merce with-France gave ſome Infight into the 
Trade between us and them, and the Damage 
we ſhould ſuſtain if that Commerce ſhould be laid 
open as formerly; and atter ſettling the Treaty of 


Utrecht, and the Acceſſion of King George to 


theſe Realms, our Trade and Navigation met 
with further Embarraſſments from the Czar of 
Muſcovy and the King of Sweden, which enga- 
ged thoſe Gentlemen in further Conſultations how 
to ſurmount thoſe Difficulties. They had for- 
med a Deſign to prevent our being ſupplied 
with Naval Stores from their Dominions other- 
wiſe than at their own Prizes, and in their 


own n This put the Lords of Trade and 


Plantations upon Enquiry, whether it was poſ- 
fible to have thoſe Naval Stores from our Colo- 
nies, and accordingly in the Year 1716, they ſent 
for ſundry Perſons to conſult what Methods might 


be taken to raiſe and produce them there: Among 


the reſt, I was alſo required to give my Thoughts 
thereupon ; and after I had given them the 
beſt Information I was then capable of, they 
ordered me to commit what I had ſaid to writing, 
and to lay it before them. I had ſeveral Copies 
written out, ſome J gave to Virginia and News 
England Merchants, and deſired they would care- 
fully inſpect every Particular. They were ſo kind 
as to aſſiſt me, and I did by their Approbation 
lay it before their Lord ſhips. The Subject of that 
Memorial was to ſet forth, how Pitch and Tar 
might be regulated and further improved; that 
we might be ſupplied with Iron from thence; the 
great Advantage it would be to have Timber pro- 
vided ready for a Loading, and large Ships built, 

{uch 
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ſuch as are uſed by the Daves and Swedes for im- 
porting it hither 3 that Voyageg from our Plan. 
tations with ſuch Timber might he performed in as 
ſhort a Fime as from Petersboury, or the Bothnicł 
Gulph; to Eygland, and conſequently a very large 
Sum of Money faved to the Nation, which we 


| now'pay to the Baltic for thoſt Commodities 


After delivering the faid Memorial, I was fre- 


88 


quently required to give my 'Fhoughts concern- 
ing Navat Stoves, and Rude other Things; the 
Anſwers to which are eentained in the foregoing 
Chapters; wherein is ſet forth, That the Hemp 
and Flax we have from Ruffa, comes five or fix 
hundred Miles by Land, and ſome of it a thouſand 


| Miles by Water Carriage, before it is thipp'd for 
England, whercas our American Colonies, for a 


vaſt Extent, communicate with the Sea by a great 
Number of Navigable Rivers, from whence we 
may be ſupplied with Hemp and Flax, and other 

Naval Stores to anſwer all our Occafions, provi- 
ded a ſufficient Bounty was given to encourage the 
producing and importing ſuch Commodities from 


thence. An extraordinary Board met, where the 


Secretary of State and other great Men were pre- 
ſent; the Conſideration of raiſing Naval Stores 


in the Plantatious was laid before them, and the 


Propoſal was approved of, and a Bill carried into 
the Houſe, wherein it was hoped a Bounty would 
be given upon Hemp, Flax, and Pig- Iron, the 
laſt being an Undertaking of great Expence; but 
tho' it ſo nearly affected the Welfare and Proſpe- 
rity of the Nation, very few Gentlemen ſeem'd 
to have any Notion of the Difficulty we were yn- 
der for Naval Stores, nor of the great Advantage of 


being independant of all torcign Powers tor thoſe 


Commodities, nor apprehenſive of the Difference 
of purchaſing every thing we wanted with our rea- 


ay 


. 
dy Money from Foreigners, and raiſing them in our 


own Plantation nor of the Advantages of raiſing 


Materials for employing and ſetting to Work 
more than a Million of vagrant indolent Wretches, 
whoſe Lime is ſpent in corrupting the induſtrious, 
or roving about the Kingdom, or begging from 
Door to Door; therefore thoſe Perſons who ſoli- 
_ cited the promoting ſo publick a Benefit were diſ- 
couraged. But the great Application of the 
French in contriving every thing forthe Benefit 
of that Kingdom, and particularly the Regula- 
tions ſet forth in the Edick of the 27th of Fanuary 


1726, gave- ſeveral Gentlemen Hopes that the 


Circumſtances of our Trade would alſo been exa= 


mined into. I am perſwaded, if Gentlemen would 


enter into the Conſideration of the many Advan- 
tages that would acrue to this Kingdom by ſup- 
plying ourſelves with Naval Stores in our Planta- 
tions, and providing other Materials for employ- 
ing our Poor, they would not ſlip ſo fair an Op- 
portunity as they now have, to engage the People 
In It. '; } Sg hee" 82 <3 2 2 
Some Iron- Works have been erected at a vaſt 
Expence, the Undertakers depending upon ſome 
Encouragement from the Government, but no- 
thing being done, there ſeems at preſent to be a 
Stop put to any further Proceedings. There is 
very little Progreſs made in any of the other Com- 


modities, but ſundry Perſons have been writ to 


in ſeveral Colonies, to inquite into the Probabi- 
lity of produeing thoſe of Silk, Hemp, and Flax. 
Inſtructions have alſo been ſent for making of 
Raw Silk to divers of the Colonies, and Anfwers 
have been returned, which ſet forth the vaſt 
Quantity there. is of white Mulberry-Trees for 
feeding Silk-wortns in Carolina, Virginia, Man- 
land, and Penſilvania; and Samples of Silk, much 
0 


4300 


ol the ſame Nature with that we have from Pied- 
mont. If we could ſucceed in the raiſing of this 
valuable Commodity, there would be this ex- 


traordinary Convenience in it, that the ſame 
Hands which manage this, may alſo be employed 


in the Cultivation of Hemp and Flax, the Silk 


Seaſon being only at that Time of the Lear when 


the others are growing; ſo that the one would 


not interfere with the other. Nothing is more 
evident, than that Improvements of this kind will 
be a great Means of turning the Balance of Trade 
in our Favour; and indeed it ſeems to be a Work 
that ought to be undertaken before any other, 
and very worthy the Conſideration of the Parlia- 
ment, which would ſave our foreign Expence, 
and greatly contribute to the Encreaſe of the 


Wealth of the Nation ; but nothing of this kind 


can be expected from the Merchant, who only 
purſues his own Buſineſs, and raiſes an Eſtate by 


thoſe Things which the Government permits the 


Subject to trade in; he may get a great deal of 
Riches by importing forcign Commodities for 
Luxury and Exceſs, when at the ſame Time the 
Nation 1s conſuming its Subſtance, and running 


into Poverty. Almoſt all the Princes of Europe 


have made this ſo much their Care for many 
Years paſt, that I muſt confeſs I have admired it 
has not awakened us. The Emperor, and ſundry 
Princes of Germany, Ruſſia, Sweden, Denmark, 
Savoy, but above all, France, have ſet forth fo 
many Edicts or Decrecs for regulating their Com- 


merce, that if they were collected, and ſome able 


Perſon was employed to abſtract thoſe Things 
that affect our Manufactures and Commerce, it 


> ® 


to negociate our Affairs Abroad. 


- would be of excellent Uſe to ſuch as are appointed 


The 
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The Care and Thought the French Miniſters 
have employed for promoting their own: Manufac- 
turies, and turning every Article of their Com- 
merce to the national Advantage, is ſo very re- 
markable, that I do not fee how they could have 
taken more juſt Methods if they had been 
bred Merchants, and their Hearts wholly ſet 
upon regulating their Commerce; whereas with 
us it hath been rare to find any who would 
allow themſelves the Time to think properly on 
thoſe Subjects, inſomuch that when many Things 
have been propoied which would tend to the Ad- 


vantage ot our Commerce, they have been laid 


aſide as Things not worthy of Notice. We might 


indeed take Example from the French in many 


of their Regulations; I have ſeen an Arret of the 
French King's Council of State, for permittin 
(under certain Reſtrictions) the Exportation of 


the Product of the French Iſlands directly to the 


Ports of Spain. I thought neceſſary to tranſcribe 
it, and the rather, ſince the fame Propofal has 
been neglected here. - e 
« THE King being willing to encourage more 
« and more the Commerce of the French I/lands 
© in America, has cauſed to be laid before him 
« in Council, the Arret of the 50th of June 1698, 
« and the Letters Patent of the Month of April 
« 1717, made for 2 Commerce of the 
French Colonies; and his Majeſty having judged 
« that it would tend to the Advantage of the ſaid 
« Colonies to permit the carrying of Sugars, and 
« all other Goods of: the Product of the French 
«* I/lands directly to the Ports of Spain; the Re- 
port of M. Dodun, Councellor in Ordinary o 
* the Royal Council, Comptroller-General of the 
« Finances, being heard, his Majeſty in Council has 
* permitted, and permits, the French Merchants 
1 8 « 70 
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to ſend directly from the French lands in A- 


merica, to the Ports of Spain, 7. ah Wy 2 
* * . 6 | a ; : 4 
Sorts, except however raw, or Muſcavado Sy 


alſo all others Goods of the Product of 
5% Paid : Iſlands in America; derogg- 


ting for this purpoſe from the Second and Twen- 


V Sixth Articles of the Letters Patent of the 
Nene of April - 7, iu Favour of the Mer- 
chants of this Kingdom only ; this preſent Per- | 
miſſion, being not to be extended to, or enjoyed 
by the Tuhabitants of the French I/lands and 
Colonies. His Majeſty's Will is, that the 
French Ships which ſhall carry Goods diredly 


from the I/lauds to Spain, all be obliged to 


come back into the Ports of France from whence 
they ſet out, on the Penalties ſpecified in the 


ſecond Article of the Letters Patent of 1717. 


's likewiſe his Majeſty's Will, that the French 
. gelle concerned in this Com- 
merce ſhall be obliged to produce, at the 3 
of he Ships to France, an Account of the Goo 
they tcok in at the Iſlands, certified by the prin- 
cipal Officers of the Farms; and alſo og 
of the Goods landed in Spain, certified by t 


French Conſul, on the Verification of which Ac- 


ouzit riified, the Duties of the Domain 

Ft 25 'be acquitted. Done in the 

King's Council of State, his 4 preſent, at 
ly, the 27th of January 1726. 

The Wingels of that Nation have had the 


Improvement of their Commerce 5 e 
Heart, that they have cven ſent skilſul an OP 
Men into the principal trading See- oy; 
ſpect their Management, and pry into t jon 75 A 
of their Trade, one of which (Monl. m_ _ 
writ a Treatiſe, entituled, A View of ; © my 
Trade, Whercin he makes this remarkable ( 


ſervation, 


E 
ſervation, © That he wrote more willingly upon 
that Subject of Commerce, becauſe (ſaid he) 
« there is nothing in my Fudgment ſeems to be 
« ſo little underſtood in Þrance, eſperially' by 
« Perſons of publick Employments and high 
« Poſts, either in the Courts of Fudicature, 
« Cabinet, or Treaſury, However it is certain, 
« (faid he) Commerce is of ſo great Importance, 
« that I make no Difficulty to aver, that accor- 
« ding to the Conduct of the ſeveral States 45 Eu- 
« rope, there are very few Things in Govern= 
« ment that deſerve more Attention than this 
« Article of Commerce And to be convinced of 
« the Truth of this, we have nothing elſe to do 
« but to conſider the Difference there is between 
« thoſe Countries where Trade gs and thoſe 
„Countries which have none If we will re- 
« member that England and Holland, which by 
« Reaſon of their Situation make ſo great a Fi- 
« gure in the Affairs of Europe, regulate their 
« principal Intereſt always with an Eye to theio 
Commerce“. But if that Gentleman had lived 
to our Time, he would have ſeen much more 
Reaſon to have applauded the Skill and Conduct 
of their own Council of State and Chamber of 
Commerce, than to have equall'd us with the Dateh 
in the Regulation of our Trade. | 
Before the Beginning of King William's War, 
our great Conſumption of Wines were-thoſe or 
France, and the higheſt that we annually impor- 
ted from thence did not exceed Eighteen or 
Twenty Pounds per Ton; but Forence Wine 
being the deareſt and ſcarceſt, was generally ac- 
counted the higheſt Entertainment; but the Pro- 
hibition of French Wines ſoon made them ſcarce, 
and conſequently they became the moſt tathionable, 
and he the fineſt Gentleman that gave the higheſt 
82 Price 
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Price for his Claret. The Gentlemen about Boure 


Aeaux that could keep their Wine, ſoon found 
out our Foible; and inſtead of ſelling their beſt 
Wines at the Prizes they did before the War, got 
them up to 80 J. per Lon or more; and ſome 


| 28 0 70 Importers chaſęrather to keep up thoſe 


igh Prizes than to have them cheaper. I menti- 


oned to one of thoſe Importers the great Folly I 


thought it was to raiſe the Price upon ourſelves: 
He replied, The greater Prizes they gave abroad, 
the greater Profit they could get by it. Gentlemen 


would not think it good, unleſs it coſt them Five 


or Six Shillings a Flask: However, I believe, this 
Evil might be remedied, and thoſe very Wines 
bought abundantly cheaper; for no other Nation 
pretends to give the one Half of what we now give. 

Such Extravagancies have often appeared in 
this Kingdom, and the Government have taken 
Care to reſtrain them, I do not here only point 
at the dear- bought Wines, but alſo the wearing of 
gaudy Silks, ſuperfine Cambricks, high prized 
Laces, Velvet Cloathing, and other Foreign 
Manufactures, which is now become a Faſhion, 
not only among the Ladics, but - even among our 
Gentlemen, : 

In Edward the Third's Time, Laws were 
made againſt wearing Foreign Manufactures, and 
Queen Elizabeth was ſo apprehenſive of the 


ill Conſequences of wearing out-landiſh Silks, Ge. 


and the Danger there was of the Nobility and 
Gentry ſquandering away their Eftates, that ſhe 
began the Reform herſelf, and ordered all her 

Court to follow her Example. 
The Care that Lewis the Fourteenth too 
to engage all his Subjects to wear the Ma- 
nufactures of their own Country, 1s alſo wor- 
thy of Imitation; and when the Court ap- 
peared 


4 


„ 
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peared in the utmoſt Splendor, every 'Thing 
muſt be of the Manufacture of France, or fall un- 
der his Diſpleaſure; upon which I have made 
ſome Obſervations. © „„ 
In the Reign of his late Majeſty, ſome Steps 


were taken towards che better regulating our 
Trade; the Time for drawing back the Duty 
on ſundry Goods was lengthened, the Want of 
which before, occaſioned the ſending over ſeveral 
of the Products of our Plantations to Holland, to 
lie by for a Market; and inſtead of their ſending 
for our Goods, they had the Ad vantage of long 
Warehouſe Rent, and Commiſſions paid them for 
what lay there. 3 

The Duty on Timber from our Plantations was 


taken off, which has been a very great Advantage 


to our Navigation; for when our Ships go to Vir- | 


ginia or the other Colonies, if they cannot meet 


with a full Loading, they now fill up their Ships 
with Pipe-ſtaves, Boards, and Timber of ſeveral 
Kinds, by which Means they often make quicker 


Voyages, whereas betore they ſometimes lay in the 


Country Six, Eight or Ten Months, whitft the 
Worms were cating out their Bottoms, 
Regulations were made in the Book of Rates, 


and all Commodities were rated, which was 


no ſmall Encouragement to the fair Trader. 
But there remains much more to be done - 
to bring the Balance of Trade more in our 
Favour, ſuch as the giving Encouragement 
tor building large bulky Ships in Imitation 
of the Danes and Swedes, as alſo for pro- 
viding and laying Loads of Timber ready in 
proper Places, that Ships may be loaded in a few 

ays, and this will promote the bringing of Tim- 
ber from New=England, Nova Scotia, and News 


/endland, incouraging the making of Pig-Iron, 


the 


. (142) 
the raiſing of Hemp and Flax, making of Pot-aſh 
in the Colonies, the railing of Silk in Carolina, 
Virginia, Maryland and Penſilvania, ſupporting 
and enlarging our Sugar Plantations, and, as 
much as pothble, to encreaſe our Exportations, not 
only to Holland Hambourg, and the Baltick, but 
to open new Channels of Trade for all our Plan- 
tation Commodities into Portugal, Spain, and the 
Mediterranean, by the ſame Methods the French 
are going upon. | 1 

We ould likewiſe encourage the planting 
of Tea, Coffee, Cocoa Nuts, Indigo, Ges 
and many other Things in ſuch of our Plan- 
tations as may be capable of producing them. 

And I doubt not if thoſe were once begun, other 
Perſons would make large Improvements in car- 
rying them on. So that if the Government would 
_ thoſe Methods with Reſolution, and the 

ixcels and Luxury we are running into were in 
ſome Meaſure reſtrained, I am of the Opinion, 
that what we might ſparc out of the exceſſive 
Quantitics of Goods we have from abroad, and fave 
by raiſing Naval Stores in the Colonies (for which 

we now pay our ready Money to the Baltick, Oc.) 
roviding Materials for carrying on the Silk and 
| Fannch Manutacturies for employing our Poor at 

Home, would exceed 'T'woe Millions a Year. 

As private Perfons are always cautious of ad- 
venturing their Fortunes in new Attempts, without 
fome Aſſurance of the Countenance and Aſſiſtance 
of the Publick, we are not to expect that ſuch 
Undertakings will be carried on to Effect, till we 
take the ſame Methods which we ſee practiſed by 
the French, who give all Manner of Encourage- 
ment and diſtinguiſhing Favours to all ſuch as at- 

empt new Improvements in their Plantations, aſ- 


liguing them Land, furniſhing them with Seeds, 
| | Plants, 


= ( 143) ; 
Plants, and other Requiſites at the Charge of the 
Government. KS, 

It is faid that Thirty or Forty . Years paſt, 
our Plantations yielded us yearly about Forty 
Thouſand Hogſheads of Sugar, and that TWO 
Thirds of it was then re-exported ; but now the 
_ Caſe is ſo much altered, that it is doubted whether 
we export one Sixth Part of what we import. The 
French, by peopling their Colonies from France 
with poor induſtrious Perſons, and having Land 
granted them at St Domingo for little or nothing, 
and ſupplied, as tis ſaid, by the Government with 
Negroes, to pay for them when they are able, 
have beat us already out of great Part of the Sugar 
Trade; and it is to be feared, if ſome Care is not 
taken to repleniſ our Sugar Plantations, by en- 
couraging fome induſtrious Perſons to enlarge 
them, we ſhall have no other Advantage of our 
Sugar, Trade left us, but ſupplying our ſelves 
with what we want. 

There is alſo ſome Reaſon to ſuppoſe they 
will bring their Tobacco Settlements on the 
1 to Perfection, which may alſo dimi- 
niſh our Exportation of that Commodity. Hows 
ever I hope Engliſh Induſtry and Frugality 
will be rouzed up, and the ſame ſpirit appear to 
increaſe our Plantations, Navigation and Trade, 
as in the Days of Queen Elizabeth; towards 
which the granting out the ſpare Lands belong- 
ing to the Crown in the Colonies, to ſuch as ſhall 
undertake to ſettle upon them at eaſy Quit-Rents, 
payable in ſome competent Time after ſettled, 
would be a great Encouragement : Nor can 1 
apprehend that thoſe Lands can be made ſo profi- 
table to the Crown in any other Way, and it would 
be many Ways more advantageous to the Nation, 


that 


7 


e 
that the Property ſhould be kept in the Crowiz 
for we ſee that noble Colony of Carolina, the moſt 
improveable, in my Apprehenſion, of any of our 
Colonies, yet becauſe it is the Property of parti 


cular Perſons, 4; aa us with little more than one 


— 


other valuable Ones) and is liable to be over- 


run by the French,; Spaniards and Indians, tor 
want of a ſufficient Protection: ated 


4 


The Buſineſs is to regulate all thoſe Under- 


takings, and to ſend proper Perſons to direct them, 


and Money to ſupport them, which I think needs 
not be a great deal: However what is expended 
upon this Occaſion, would be only a little raiſed: by 
the Nation, which would; I believe in a ſhort 
Lime be abundantly repaid;and be the beſt Harveſt 
that ever the Nation reaped; and I doubt not but 
ſome Fund might be found out for that Purpoſe, 
which would be to the Satisfaction of almoſt every 


body; and I hope all thoſe! good Things will 


be effected by our preſent moſt gracious King and 
His Parliament, and that ſucceeding Ages will 
have Occaſion to bleſs the Memory of a Prince, 


/ 


{o benificent and zcaloully inclined to promote the 


Welfare of all his People. 


After all, it will hardly be poſſible to bring 


any of thoſe Improvements to the deſired Perfec- 


tion, without a ftcady Reſolution in the Govern- 


ment to ſuſtain and ſupport them, and as it were to 
carry them in their Arms; for new Enterprizes will 


alway be ſubject to Accidents and Diſcourage- 


ments too difficult for private Perſons to ſur- 
mount without the Aſſiſtance of the Publick, 
as Occaſion may require, of which we have 4 
plain Inſtance in our Attempt upon Pitch and 
Tar, for the Encouragement whereof a large 
Bounty was given for ſeveral Years, till it came 


to 
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is reafſumed'; for as we furniſhed with large 


bulky. Ships on pl e for carrying Eumber 

Goods, they fail their Ships ſo much cheaper than | 
we can ours, that they can afford the Freight * 
Three or Four Shillings per Barrel cheaper than = 
we; ſo that we are likefy to be ſoon beaten out 


| of that Trade again, unleſs we ſhall better ſecure 

it to ourſelves, either by renewing the Bounty, or 

: advancing the Duty upon Foreign Pitch and E 

. F is Bounty was given to Pitch and 

Tar a great many Years before any thing was 

7 done in it; but at laſt, the Diſappointment and 

1 Neceſſity the Government found themſelves un- 

der, ſtirred them up to perſuade ſome publick 

{ ſpirited Men in the Plantations to begin upon it a 
; and ſome Perfons were ſent over who underſtood | 

I the making of it to inſtruct them ; and when they 
once found out the Art, the Want of Employ- 

o ment in the Plantations made great Numbers of 

= People put themſelves upon that Manufacture. 

* An Act of Parliament was granted in 3. and 4. of 
0 Queen Anne, for nine Years giving a Bounty on | 
1 Hemp, and was renewed in the 12. of her Reign for 

— It Years longer, and to the End of next Seſſion 

= of Parliament, but for want of ſome great Men to 

2 countenance the reiſing. it, nothing has been done; 

a and as that Act is near expiring, it any Progreſs 

id is made in railing Hemp and Flax, the Bounty 

ge muſt be renewed upon thong: and alſo the ſame " 


ne | 'T upon 


s upon the King and Parliament, the N eceſſity of 


ploying bur Poor at home, is humbly offered te 


providing and raiſing Naval Stores was given. 


and that Neglect frequently ended in a Scarcity 
but this Bounty has encouraged the Farmers to 


of ſupplying them; and we ſeldom want a De- 


more than they expect a Market for, and if their 


weighed, becauſe the Happineſs or Misfortunes 


a #5 " 1 Y * * a Run n 1 mn PERS > 20D Wor * 4 * l . 
5 . % 8 * n 9 n +. N * 2 2 AS 2 n * 1 9 IM "2 — 8 
e Fry * 8 * N 81 * * r ** nnn nt 26 3 | 
29 7 8 \ 3 Fw . * * 2 
> [ Y a 5 « p * 9 5 6 BE * 
— 4 {5 — Ws : 
. L , " 4 A : 1 82 *J x 
: . 4 % [ ö 4 
; © 
. L 1 
; R 
- y . 
* 4 1 4 i : 
* FA k \ Y 5 . 
* * ow * ES % T9 4 


pon Flax, and ſome Men in Power muſt firetchl 
Beth their Hands to help it forward, us vas dx 

As this is a Matter that deeply concerns the Wel 
fare of the Nation, and as their whole Dependance 


providing Naval Stores and other Materials for en: 


their Conſideration. And as Bountics and oth 
Encouragements have been a mighty Happineſ 
to this Nation, unforeſeen Advantages woulc 
ſoon accrue to us, if ſufficient Encouragement fo 


It is worth Obſervation to reflect upon the Riches 
that have been brought in to us upon the Bounties 
given upon Corn. Formerly when Corn happen- 
ed to be very low, the Farmers forbore ſowing, 


once in three or four Vears, which put us oſten 
under the Neceſſity of ſending abroad for Corn; 


keep on their Tillage, by which, when any of our | 
neighbouring Nations want, we have-been capable 


mand once in three or four Years, which in- 
deed proceeds from the ill OEconomy of thoſe | 
Nations we ſupply ; for they will not let their 
Corn go out of one Pariſh or Diſtrict into ano» 
ther, and therefore their Farmers do not ſow 


Crops fail, they are under a Neceſſity of being 
ſupplied from abroad. I mention this to ſhew the 
Benefits that have accrued to this Nation by the 
aforeſaid Bounties. 8285 8 
The Trade of a Nation is of mighty Conſe - 
quence, and a Thing that ought to be ſeriouſly 


of 


of % iy Eg Aches upon it, A lle. 
Miſtake in he Beginning of Long Gedern 
may ſwell to a v N A Nation * 


gain vaſt Riches by rade and Commerce, or for 
Want of due Re ard and Attention, may be 
drained of them. I am the more willing to men- 
tion this, becauſe 1 am afraid the preſent Cir- 
cumſtance of ours carries out more Riches than 
it brings home. As there is cauſe to apprehend 
this, ſurely it ought to be look'd into; and the 
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